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4. Trumpet, Blood, Cloud, and Fire (4Q 2009—People on the Move: The Book of 

Numbers) 

 

Biblical material: Exod. 12:1-29; Numbers 9, 10; Matt. 26:36-43; Luke 22:15, 19, 20; 1 

Cor. 15:52. 

 

Quotes 

• It boggles my mind that someone can see life breathed into a baby, watch the 

grass die and then come to life again, see leaves fall and watch the rebirth of a 

tree, or gaze on any of the majestic splendor that is this earth and not be 

overpowered by the presence of an Almighty God! Bill McCartney 

• God please do not be merciful with those that do not believe in your holy 

presence. Albrecht Druer 

• To me, its seems necessary to rediscover - and the energy to do so exists - that 

even the political and economic spheres need moral responsibility, a 

responsibility that is born in man’s heart and, in the end, has to do with the 

presence or absence of God.  Joseph Ratzinger 

• It’s about people who are ready to take God out of the box. These people stand up 

for their faith regardless of what they are labeled. It’s just so great to see the 

power of God and to feel His presence. Darnell Jenkins 

• True religion is not a narrow dogma. It is not external observance. It is faith in 

God and living in the presence of God.  Mohandas Gandhi 

 

Questions 

 What was the real significance of the pillar of cloud/fire? How should we 

understand the blood of the Passover? How is God really with us today? What were all 

the symbols for? How do we apply the teaching methods God used then to our situation 

now? How do we see God leading us to the Promised Land? 

 

Bible discussion 

 Numbers 9 contains instructions for a delayed “Second Passover,” if anyone 

should miss the first for a valid reason—showing once again the merciful nature of God. 

The pillar of cloud/fire that covered the Tabernacle was a visible demonstration of his 

presence by God to a people that really needed reassurance! Such a spectacle was the to 

emphasize that he was with them every step of the way on their journey; but history 

shows how less than convinced they were! 

 With the sound of silver trumpets (Numbers 10) the Israelites march off to the 

Promised Land. They march in order—they are on their way! Little do they know what 

faces them, and that they will wander in the wilderness for forty years because they 

refuse to trust their loving Lord. (An interesting aside is in 10:29-32, showing that even 

those from Midian were invited to join in the journey to the Land of Promise…) 

 The key to all the symbols referenced in the title of this study is the presence of 

God and how he reveals himself to us. This self-disclosure is the answer in the great 

controversy to all the charges, and while including our salvation, is much more than that. 

 

Comments



2 

 

Ellen White Comments 

God will be with you if you will be with Him. Take care that you do not leave a 

wrong impression upon minds in reference to yourself.... We need the cloudy pillar to 

lead us constantly. We have the assurance of the presence of God; you have it—”Lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 28:20.) God bless you. {TSA 20} 

The Lawgiver explained the meaning of the divine precepts, and showed that they 

were not arbitrary requirements, but that in the doing of them there is life; for Christ from 

the pillar of cloud had distinctly told them that those who did them should live in them. 

The Ten Commandments are called in the New Testament the royal law of liberty. In 
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obeying the divine precepts, men will assimilate to the divine character; for the character 

of God is expressed in his holy law. In substituting their own ideas, in erecting their own 

standard, they will come to misrepresent the Father and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent… 
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