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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Second Quarter 2019: Family Seasons 
Lesson 8 “Season of Parenting” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Genesis 18:11; Jeremiah 31:25; Matthew 11:28; Psalm 127; Proverbs 22:6; 1 Samuel 3:10–14; 
Philippians 3:13. 

Memory Text   

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward” (Psalm 127:3, 
NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Childless Parenting 
III. Single Parenting 
IV. The Joy and Responsibility of Parenting 
V. Parenting as Disciple-Making 
VI. Fighting for Your Prodigal Child 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. What is biggest challenge for adults and married couples who have no children? 
(Sabbath afternoon) 

2. Read Genesis 18:11, 20:1, 1 Samuel 1:1-8, and Luke 1:7. What do these biblical 
characters have in common? How did God deal with their situations? Perhaps the 
most prominent childless person in the Bible is Jesus Himself. What lessons can we 
draw from that fact? (Sunday’s lesson)  

3. What examples of single parenting can you find in the Bible? What are some of the 
special difficulties that single parents have? What can anyone, including single 
parents, take from the following texts? Proverbs 2:5-6; Isaiah 43:1-2; Jeremiah 
29:11; 31:25; 32:27; Matthew 11:28. Why does James 1:27 make no mention of 
single parents when he encourages compassion for those in difficult circumstances? 
What are some ways that we can make a difference in the lives of the single parents 
among us? (Monday’s lesson) 
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4. Read Psalm 127. What is the basic message of this Psalm? Are all children essentially 
the same or does each present special challenges? In what way does Deuteronomy 
6:4-9 present the ideal for parenting? What are some principles in the passage that 
can improve success rates? (Tuesday’s lesson) 

5. Read Genesis 18:18-19 and 1 Samuel 3:10-14. Contrast the two fathers in these 
stories. What were the results of their respective parenting styles? What is so 
important about “restraint” in dealing with children? What are some biblical 
examples of failed parenting? To what degree are parenting principles useful for 
interacting with children that are not our own? (Wednesday’s lesson) 

6. Read Proverbs 22:6. What is your understanding of this passage? Is this a guarantee, 
a promise or a probability? What are some crucial principles that lay the groundwork 
for children choosing to follow God as adults? To what degree is it appropriate to 
speak of God as a “failed parent?” What can we learn about parenting from that? 
What does it tell us about God? (Thursday’s lesson)  

7. If your parenting has not turned out as well as you would like, what can you do 
about it when your children are themselves adults? (Friday’s lesson) 

8. What does it mean to be a “child of God?” How do we understand that image and 
what does it tell us about God? (Friday’s lesson) 

9. One father said that raising children has taught him two truths: The reality of free 
will and the reality of sinful human nature. What is it about children that would lead 
him to draw that conclusion? (Friday’s lesson) 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

First John says fear has to do with punishment, not worship. Perfect love casts out all fear. And 
there again is the problem that is demonstrated in our families. How can God be regarded with 
proper reverence, and yet without fear? How can parents maintain proper respect and order in 
their homes, yet without fear? So your children are afraid, so you relax, and then they take 
advantage of it. And so you say, “Now, just a minute,” and you inspire a little reverence, but 
then they are afraid of you. Back and forth we go. You know how teachers do that. How difficult 
and delicate it is to win respect without fear, and God has been seeking to do this. {Graham 
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – Genesis, recorded 
October, 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on 
the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/1MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/2MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
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Further Study with Ellen White 

Those who accept Christ as their personal Saviour are not left as orphans, to bear the trials of 
life alone. He receives them as members of the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father 
their Father. They are His “little ones,” dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most 
tender and abiding ties. He has toward them an exceeding tenderness, as far surpassing what 
our father or mother has felt toward us in our helplessness as the divine is above the human.  
{DA 327.2} 

Jesus knows us individually, and is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He knows us all by 
name. He knows the very house in which we live, the name of each occupant. He has at times 
given directions to His servants to go to a certain street in a certain city, to such a house, to find 
one of His sheep.  {DA 479.3}   

Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as if he were the only one for whom the Saviour died. The 
distress of every one touches His heart. The cry for aid reaches His ear. He came to draw all 
men unto Himself. He bids them, “Follow Me,” and His Spirit moves upon their hearts to draw 
them to come to Him. Many refuse to be drawn. Jesus knows who they are. He also knows who 
gladly hear His call, and are ready to come under His pastoral care. He says, “My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” He cares for each one as if there were not 
another on the face of the earth.  {DA 480.1} 

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and 
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of 
holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication 
with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of 
His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men.  {MH 417.2} 

Make your requests known to your Maker. Never is one repulsed who comes to Him with a 
contrite heart. Not one sincere prayer is lost. Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God 
hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour out our heart’s desire in our closets, we 
breathe a prayer as we walk by the way, and our words reach the throne of the Monarch of the 
universe. They may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die away into silence, nor 
can they be lost through the activities of business that are going on. Nothing can drown the 
soul’s desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the confusion of the multitude, to the 
heavenly courts. It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard. You who feel the 
most unworthy, fear not to commit your case to God.  {HP 82.4}   


