
Study Collection Prepared October, 2018         ©Pine Knoll Publications           pineknoll.org  Page 1 

Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Second Quarter 2019: Family Seasons 
Lesson 12 “What Have They Seen in Your House?” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Isaiah 38; 39; 1 Corinthians 7:12–15; 1 Peter 3:1, 2; Hebrews 6:12; 13:7; 3 John 11; Isaiah 58:6, 
7, 10, 12. 

Memory Text   

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light” (1 Peter 2:9, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Learning From a King’s Mistake 
III. Family First 
IV. Peace That Wins 
V. Family Life Is for Sharing 
VI. Centers of Contagious Friendliness 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “When someone comes to visit your home, like emissaries from Babylon who visited 
King Hezekiah, what answer could be given to the question that the prophet Isaiah 
later asked the king: ‘What have they seen in your house?’ (Isaiah 39:4, NKJV). [. . .] 
Will someone who’s there walk away thinking Jesus is in this home? (Sabbath 
afternoon) 

2. These are important questions for all of us to ask ourselves regarding the kind of 
home that we have created. This week we will look at some of the issues that can 
make for a wonderful home life, despite the inevitable tensions and struggles that 
homes today face.” (Sabbath afternoon)  

3. What can we learn from King Hezekiah’s mistake? “Hezekiah seems to have been 
silent about his healing experience. He didn’t emphasize the things that would have 
opened the hearts of these inquiring ambassadors to the knowledge of the true 
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God.” (Sunday’s lesson) How do we know? What does the author of 2 Chronicles & 
Isaiah want us to notice? 

4. “While children and young people learn from the modeling they observe, it is also 
true that these younger members of the Lord’s family need individual attention and 
opportunity to be personally introduced to Him.” (Monday’s lesson) How can 
children be best helped or supported in their religious journey? 

5. Tuesday’s lesson addresses religiously divided marriages. What does it mean that 
the unbelieving partner and their children are “sanctified” by the believing spouse? 

6. “The sacred state of marriage and its intimacies are to continue after a partner’s 
conversion. The presence of one Christian partner ‘sanctifies’ the other partner and 
the couple’s children. The word ‘sanctifies’ should be understood in the sense that 
unbelieving spouses come into contact with the blessings of grace through living 
with their Christian partners.” (Tuesday’s lesson) 

7. What does “sanctifying” not mean? “Faithfulness to the claims of God on one’s life 
does not require a spouse to suffer abuse at the hands of a violent partner.” 
(Tuesday’s lesson) What about emotional and spiritual abuse? 

8. “The New Testament emphasis on imitation acknowledges the important role of 
modeling in the learning process. People tend to become like whom or what they 
watch. [. . .] [T]he witness of the Christian home is not about modeling absolute 
perfection. The New Testament notion of imitation is a call for individuals to follow 
believers who follow Christ. The idea is that individuals will grasp Christian faith as 
they see it demonstrated in the lives of others who are as human and fallible as they 
are.” (Wednesday’s lesson) What are the consequences of a lack of proper role 
models in today’s society? 

9. “Jesus attached theological significance to hospitality when He taught that feeding 
the hungry and giving drink to the thirsty were acts of service done to Him (Matthew 
25:34–40). [. . .] Families sometimes complain that they lack the facilities, the time, 
and/or the energy to offer hospitality. Others feel awkward, unskilled, and unsure 
about reaching beyond what is familiar in order to associate with unbelievers. Some 
wish to avoid the complications to their lives that may arise from becoming involved 
with others. Many contemporary families confuse hospitality and entertaining.” 
(Thursday’s lesson) 

10. Ministry in the New Testament is based on spiritual gifts. How is hospitality (one of 
the spiritual gifts) related to this? How does it differ from secular hospitality? 

11. How can imperfect families point to a perfect Savior? 
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

And Hezekiah, in gratitude to the Lord, when the visitors came from Babylon, he wanted to 
show them how much the Lord had blessed him. And he showed them all through his treasury 
and his estate, and they took notes; it would be worth coming back to pick all this up, which 
they did. Sometimes when we explain how the Lord has blessed us, we discuss the wrong 
things, and it didn’t do any good for Hezekiah to do what he did. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt 
from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – 1&2 Kings, recorded November, 1981, 
Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following 
direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/17MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/18MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

In 2 Chronicles 32 is a remarkable story of Hezekiah, the king who was ill and the Lord blessed 
him and gave him a sign. And the reports of his wonderful recovery became international news. 
And so in verse 31, you notice:  

In the matter of the envoys of the princes of Babylon, who had been sent to him to 
inquire about the sign that had been done in the land, God left him to himself, in order 
to try him and to know all that was in his heart.  

Now, you know the rest of the story. When they came to ask about this wonderful thing that 
happened to Hezekiah, how did he respond? Did he do an evil thing? The story is in more detail 
in 2 Kings 20. Look at this. And I think this is highly related to our whole purpose in studying the 
sixty-six books like this. In 2 Kings 20:8, here’s the sign:  

And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that 
I shall go up to the house of the LORD on the third day?” And Isaiah said, “This is the 
sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that he has promised: shall 
the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps?” And Hezekiah answered, “It is 
an easy thing for the shadow to lengthen ten steps; rather let the shadow go back ten 
steps.” And Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD; and he brought the shadow back ten 
steps, by which the sun had declined on the dial of Ahaz. At that time Merodach-
baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick.  

“And Hezekiah welcomed them, and he showed them”, now, what did he show them? What 
would you have shown them? “All his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, the 
precious oil, his armory, all that was found in his storehouses;” And can you see him, as he 
takes them through all this, interspersing his reports with the phrase, “The Lord has blessed 
me; the Lord has blessed me”? Have you ever noticed someone who seems to be unusually well 
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endowed with this world’s goods, he seems to have to say that every once in a while, “The Lord 
has blessed me; the Lord has been very good to me”? So Hezekiah may have been saying that 
all the way through, “The Lord has been very good to me.” “There was nothing in his house or 
in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them.” Now, what’s wrong with that? “Then Isaiah 
the prophet came to King Hezekiah, and said to him, ‘What did these men say? And whence did 
they come to you?’ And Hezekiah said, ‘They have come from a far country, from Babylon.’ He 
said, ‘What have they seen in your house?’ And Hezekiah answered, ‘They have seen all that is 
in my house; there is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.’”  

And you know the end of the story. The visitors had taken note that it would be worth coming 
back to pick it all up. Now, what is the implication in all of this? What should he have done? It’s 
implied in the story. What should he have done? Should he have told them about his God? He 
didn’t mention him at all, although he might have said, “The Lord has blessed me,” but the 
concentration was on all these material things.  

What I’ve wondered about is, at the present time, when the world comes to inquire, how do we 
respond? What do we want them to know? What do we Adventists want to be known for? Do 
we want to be known for the fact that we may live a little longer than other people because of 
some good health habits? Is that the gospel? Of course, it’s nice to be healthy and live longer, 
but is that the message? Is that what Job talked about? He was covered with boils.  

Do we even want to show people how much the Lord has blessed us? Look at all the evidence 
that he’s blessing. Look at all our medical institutions. Look at Loma Linda. It’s magnificent. 
Those three towers, how they show up from the freeway, and indeed the Lord has blessed us. 
But is that the message? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in 
All 66 – 1&2 Chronicles, recorded November, 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire 
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/21MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/22MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every 
individual has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. 
God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked with our own individuality. {MH 100.2}   

Christ is “the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6), and it is His mission to restore to earth and heaven 
the peace that sin has broken. “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1. Whoever consents to renounce sin and open his heart to the 
love of Christ, becomes a partaker of this heavenly peace.  {MB 27.2}   
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When we are united to Christ, we have the mind of Christ. Purity and love shine forth in the 
character, meekness and truth control the life. The very expression of the countenance is 
changed. Christ abiding in the soul exerts a transforming power, and the outward aspect bears 
witness to the peace and joy that reign within. We drink in the love of Christ, as the branch 
draws nourishment from the vine. If we are grafted in Christ, if fiber by fiber we have been 
united with the Living Vine, we shall give evidence of the fact by bearing rich clusters of living 
fruit. If we are connected with the Light, we shall be channels of light, and in our words and 
works we shall reflect light to the world. Those who are truly Christians are bound with the 
chain of love which links earth to heaven, which binds finite man to the infinite God. The light 
that shines in the face of Jesus Christ shines in the hearts of His followers, to the glory of God.  
{1SM 337.2}   

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God, will find that his 
mind expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-
sided and deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and 
completeness. Weaknesses that have been manifested in a vacillating will and powerless 
character, are overcome, for continual devotion and piety bring the man in such close relation 
to Christ that he has the mind of Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength of 
principle. His perception is clear, and he manifests that wisdom which comes from God.        
{1SM 338.2}  

It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature, that by beholding, we become 
changed. The mind gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. It 
becomes assimilated to that which it is accustomed to love and reverence. Man will never rise 
higher than his standard of purity or goodness or truth. If self is his loftiest ideal, he will never 
attain to anything more exalted. Rather, he will constantly sink lower and lower. The grace of 
God alone has power to exalt man. Left to himself, his course must inevitably be 
downward.  {GC 555.1}  

By beholding we are to become changed; and as we meditate upon the perfections of the 
divine Model, we shall desire to become wholly transformed, and renewed in the image of His 
purity. It is by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes place in the character, and the 
child of wrath becomes the child of God.  {AG 302.5}   

Such transformation of character as is seen in the life of John is ever the result of communion 
with Christ. There may be marked defects in the character of an individual, yet when he 
becomes a true disciple of Christ, the power of divine grace transforms and sanctifies him. 
Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, he is changed from glory to glory, until he is like 
Him whom he adores.  {AA 559.1} 
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True sanctification unites believers to Christ and to one another in bonds of tender sympathy. 
This union causes to flow continually into the heart rich currents of Christlike love, which flows 
forth again in love for one another.  {SD 102.2} 

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. The living God 
has given in His holy law a transcript of His character. The greatest Teacher the world has ever 
known is Jesus Christ; and what is the standard He has given for all who believe in Him? “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48. As God is 
perfect in His high sphere of action, so man may be perfect in his human sphere.  {CT 365.2}   

The ideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. There is opened before us a path of continual 
advancement. We have an object to reach, a standard to gain, which includes everything good 
and pure and noble and elevated. There should be continual striving and constant progress 
onward and upward toward perfection of character. . . .  {CT 365.3} 

To be sanctified is to become a partaker of the divine nature, catching the spirit and mind of 
Jesus, ever learning in the school of Christ. “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord.” It is impossible for any of us by our own power or our own efforts to work this 
change in ourselves. It is the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, which Jesus said He would send into the 
world, that changes our character into the image of Christ; and when this is accomplished, we 
reflect, as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord. That is, the character of the one who thus beholds 
Christ is so like His, that one looking at him sees Christ’s own character shining out as from a 
mirror. Imperceptibly to ourselves, we are changed day by day from our ways and will into the 
ways and will of Christ, into the loveliness of His character. Thus we grow up into Christ, and 
unconsciously reflect His image.  {RC 20.3} 

Human agencies are the hands of heavenly instrumentalities, for heavenly angels employ 
human hands in practical ministry. Human agencies as hand helpers are to work out the 
knowledge and use the facilities of heavenly beings. By uniting with these powers that are 
omnipotent, we are benefited by their higher education and experience. Thus as we become 
partakers of the divine nature, and separate selfishness from our lives, special talents for 
helping one another are granted us. This is heaven’s way of administering saving power.         
{6T 456.3} 

  

 


