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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2019: “The Least of These”: Ministering to Those in Need 
Lesson 4 “Mercy and Justice in Psalms and Proverbs” 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Psalm 9:7–9, 13–20; Psalm 82; Psalm 101; Psalm 146; Proverbs 10:4; Proverbs 13:23, 25; 30:7–
9. 

Memory Text   

“Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and 
needy; free them from the hand of the wicked” (Psalm 82:3, 4, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Psalms: Songs of Hope for the Oppressed 
III. “Do Something, God!” 
IV. A King’s Promises 
V. Walking With the Lord 
VI. Proverbs: Mercy on the Needy 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “Though we can only touch on what the books of Psalms and Proverbs say about the 
topic of injustice and mercy, perhaps this lesson might inspire you to be more 
proactive in ministering to the needs of the poor, the oppressed, and the forgotten 
who exist all around us and whom we are obligated to help.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. “In [many] Psalms we hear cries from people who have trusted in God but are not 
seeing justice done and who are in distress and trouble. The affirmations of the 
goodness, justice, and power of God can seem overwhelmed by the injustice and 
oppression that the voices in these songs experience or observe. […] In this way, the 
writers of the Psalms try to bridge the gap between the affirmations of their faith 
and the trials and tragedies of life.” (Sunday’s lesson) 

3. What can we learn from these psalms that so graphically express the hope of the 
oppressed? A common childhood complaint is, “That’s not fair!” How important is it 
to express this concern to God for our corporate worship to be authentic? How can 
we understand the idea of God’s judgment as something positive, rather than 
something to be feared? 
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4. Why is it important that psalms gives a voice to the voiceless and to the oppressed, 
those whose voices have been silenced by the unjust systems in which they live and 
work? (Monday’s lesson) 

5. Tuesday’s lesson looks at Psalm 101. Is there a difference in applying these vows in a 
home (with minors) and a society at large? How does this need to be balanced with 
the New Testament principle that wheat and tares must grow together till the 
harvest (Matthew 13:28-30)? 

6. Wednesday’s lesson analyzes Psalm 146. From which perspective is this Psalm 
written (cf. Ps 91)? Psalms are part of the Wisdom literature. However, when we 
read it, we are invited to join with what God does and seeks to do in our own lives, 
in our communities, and in our world. “When we work against poverty, oppression, 
and disease, we are truly working with God and His purposes. What greater privilege 
can there be than partnering with God in fulfilling something as inspiring as Psalm 
146?” (Wednesday’s lesson) 

7. “As a collection of wisdom sayings, the book of Proverbs touches on a diverse range 
of topics and life experiences. Among these are reflections on poverty, riches, 
contentment, justice, and injustice—and sometimes from differing angles. Life is not 
always simple and straightforward, and Proverbs alerts us to the different 
circumstances and choices that influence how life is lived, even among those who 
are faithful to God.” (Thursday’s lesson) 

8. There are three major parts of the Hebrew Scriptures: the Torah, the Prophets, and 
the Wisdom literature. In the Torah, or the first five books, the people of Israel were 
given their identity through law, clarity, structure, group rituals, tradition, certainty, 
and chosenness. For many people, this period corresponds with their early 
childhood. 

9. As individuals, normal healthy development begins with some clear structure, 
boundaries and predictability. Good parents are giving their little ones containment, 
security, safety, specialness. Ideally, we first learn we are beloved by our parents 
and those around us. When you realize you are special and life is good–you feel 
“safe.” 

10. The Prophets introduce necessary suffering, “stumbling stones,” and failures. 
Prophetic thinking includes the capacity for healthy self-criticism, the ability to 
recognize your own dark side, as the prophets did for Israel. Healthy self-criticism 
helps one realize you are not that good and neither is your group. It begins to break 
down dualistic thinking as you realize most things are both good and bad. This brings 
us into the second part of life. Without failure, suffering, and shadowboxing, most 
people (and much of religion) never move beyond narcissism and tribal thinking 
(egoism extended to our group).  

11. In the Wisdom Literature (Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, the Song of Songs, and the 
Book of Job), we discover the language of mystery and paradox. This corresponds 
with the third part of life. You are strong enough now to hold contradictions 
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together, even in yourself, and in others. And you can do so with compassion, 
forgiveness, patience, and tolerance. You realize that your chosenness includes the 
goal of letting others know they are chosen too. You have moved from exclusivity 
and “holiness as separation” to inclusivity and allowing others to belong. But this 
does not happen automatically, and it does not happen for everyone. Just as in the 
Bible story, we go through ‘order-disorder-reorder’ periods. Without disorder, there 
is no reorder! 

12. Seventh-day Adventists traditionally have had a lot to say about judgment, but little 
about justice. Why is this? Is it possible that a movement’s beginnings, a time of “re-
thinking” written into its “birth certificate”, can experience changes that move it 
towards an institution that ignores the ‘weightier matters of the law’ and merely 
replicates itself and its traditions? 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Don’t you think that God’s whole attitude toward vengeance is involved here in the book of 
Obadiah? Since at the end, assuming that we will be saved, and we watch as the glory of God is 
unveiled, and all that is out of harmony with him is consumed, and to use the words of 
Scripture, “Fire comes down from God out of Heaven and the wicked are destroyed.” How do 
you expect to feel, at the time? Might we be saying, “Well, they surely deserved it”? I had 
someone say to me just a little while ago, “If Idi Amin doesn’t get what he fully deserves then 
God is not a just God.” And this individual really meant it. And that’s not unique. I’ve heard it 
said of other individuals in history.  

How will we feel? Well, do we have any indication, from Hosea, for example, how God will feel? 
Are bad people his children, just as much as good people? And he’s losing his own children, and 
will never see them again. And Hosea has God crying, “How can I give you up? How can I let you 
go?” And if we are within the city, we will feel as he does. So I hate any suggestion that there 
will be any deep sense of satisfaction, of justice, within us as we look and say, “Well, that 
person is really getting what he deserves.” I don’t think there will be any room for that feeling. 
It will be a time of very great grief. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture 
of God in All 66 – Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah, recorded March, 1982, Riverside, California} To 
listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984: 

http://pkp.cc/45MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/46MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

Can you imagine a scene of several of us admitted into Heaven over the Father’s protest? And 
we’re declaring, “But he just doesn’t understand!” Well, we’re destroying the whole structure 
of our happiness and security for eternity, if this is true. Jesus said, “I will not intercede with the 
Father for you.” Why? He gives the reason. “There’s no need. For the Father himself loves you, 
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just as much as I do.” And Goodspeed, in 1923, way back then, has a very venturesome 
rendering, which doesn’t go beyond the Greek. “There is no need for me to intercede with the 
Father for you, for the Father loves you himself.” Stunning! But think of the implications here. 
In the Bible we have intercession, priestly intercession, all the way along, don’t we? Just as we 
have judgment pictures all the way along, and then Jesus says, “You know, I won’t be your 
judge. The Father won’t be your judge. The word will be your judge.” Then why did you give us 
these other pictures? “It’s what you needed, until I could tell you. There’s nothing arbitrary in 
this. You’ll be judged by whether or not you’ve responded to the truth, and have been won 
back to faith.” That’s the judgment! {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The 
Picture of God in all 66 – John, recorded April, 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire 
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/57MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/58MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

Now the first angel of Revelation 14 suggests a most serious reason why we might do well to be 
afraid. He says that the hour of God’s judgment has come. Those are awesome words. How 
thoroughly will we be judged? How much does God know about us? Look at Hebrews 4:13: 
“There is nothing that can be hid from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies open 
before his eyes. And it is to him that we must all give an account of ourselves.” (GNB)  

Then you recall the words of Solomon in 12:14 of Ecclesiastes: “God is going to judge everything 
we do, whether good or bad, even things done in secret.” (GNB)  

How would it be possible to face such a judgment at the hands of someone so well informed—
and be unafraid? Well, unafraid of what and unafraid of whom? The same John who warned us 
in that first angel’s message that the hour of the judgment has come, is the one who explains 
how it is possible to face the judgment without fear. Look at the next passage, 1 John 4:16-18:  

God is love, and whoever lives in love, lives in union with God, and God lives in union 
with him. Love is made perfect in us in order that we may have courage on the 
Judgment Day [you see]. There is no fear in love [now that is not the word reverence 
this time. It is terror. There is no fear in love]; perfect love drives out all fear. So then, 
love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with 
punishment. (GNB)  

So John’s point is surely crystal clear. That if we really know the truth about God and if we like 
what we know, then there is no need to be afraid even of the final judgment. Or is this only 
speaking of gentle Jesus, the Son? Some derive comfort from the thought and the fact, as the 
Bible says, that God has given all judgment to the Son. Look at John 5:22: “The Father judges no 
one, but has given all judgment to the Son.” (RSV) And many find that much more comforting, 
because you are much more likely to receive merciful treatment at the hand of the Son than of 
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the Father? Is that true? I’ve heard some say with real gratitude, “I have no fear of the 
judgment because I know I have a friend in court.”  

And I ask, “Who is that friend?” 

Then comes the warm response, “Why, Jesus, of course.” 

“You mean the Father is no friend of yours?” 

“Oh, I didn’t mean that.” 

“Then what did you mean when you said that you were happy to have a friend in court and 
Jesus is your friend? Is the Father no friend? What of the Holy Spirit?”  

You remember Jesus’ words to Philip in John 14:7, 9: “If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also. . . . He who has seen me has seen the Father.” (RSV) If you knew this to 
be true, you would never say, “I am grateful that I have a friend in court and I mean Jesus and 
not the Father.” You couldn’t say that, could you?  

Some derive comfort from the thought—as they face the final judgment at the hands of one 
who knows us in such detail—that when their cases come up for consideration, Jesus will be 
there interceding with the Father in our behalf. Does that mean that because gentle Jesus is 
pleading with the Father, we are more likely to receive merciful treatment? Think what that 
implies about the Father! Is the Father less loving and less forgiving than the Son? Who says 
that he is exacting, unforgiving, and severe? Are we even going to, in expressing our doctrines, 
seem to support Satan’s charges against our God? Remember Jesus’ words in John 16:26, next 
on the list: “I need make no promise to plead to the Father for you [or, as we had in an earlier 
Bible Reference Sheet, Goodspeed’s translation; there is no need for me to intercede with the 
Father for you. Why not?]. For the Father himself loves you.” (Phillips)  

The Son does not love us more than the Father, or understand us better than the Father, or is 
more sympathetic than the Father. If we have seen the Son we have seen the Father.  

According to Romans 8, all three members of the Godhead are for us; the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. Who is the one who is against us? Against whose charges do we need to be 
defended? You see, whether we are judged by Father, Son, or Holy Spirit, we have no need to 
be afraid of God. Now further than this, understanding how the judgment is conducted and 
what determines whether we are saved or lost, gives us further evidence as to why we have no 
need to be afraid.  

The Bible makes it plain that there is nothing arbitrary about the judgment. There is no 
arbitrary standard by which we are measured. There are no arbitrary decisions made. Look at 
John 3:19: “And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light.” (RSV)  
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You see, if we have turned down the truth, we have not been won to trust and a willingness to 
listen. Therefore, God has not been able to help us and to heal us. There are no new hearts and 
right spirits. We are not the kind of people who would be safe to admit to the hereafter. There 
is nothing arbitrary about that. Look also at John 12:47, 48:  

If any one hears my sayings [this truth and light that I brought], and does not keep them, 
I do not judge him [I thought all judgment had been given to him? Well, he says, 
“actually I don’t judge him.” It works this way]. He who rejects me and does not receive 
my sayings has a judge; the word that I have spoken will be his judge on the last day. 
(RSV)  

You see, we are judged by the truth. It is a matter of simply diagnosing our condition. It is a 
consequence. It is a result. There is nothing arbitrary about it all. And then what God does to 
those who have turned down the truth (and so he has not been able to heal them) is not 
arbitrary. For what does God do to those who reject the priceless truth? What else can he do in 
a free universe but sadly give them up. As we read last week, and look again at Romans 1:25, 
28: “Because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie . . . God gave them up to a base mind 
and to improper conduct.” (RSV)  He sadly gave them up to what they chose to do anyway. In 
the end even, God simply recognizes, and diagnoses and announces the results. {Graham 
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #9, “There is No Need to be 
Afraid of God” recorded March, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the 
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/9MMCAG 

 

Now sometimes God’s patience has even puzzled his trusting children. You recall that in the 
days of Habakkuk, they cried out to God, “Why don’t you do something? Why don’t you come 
and rescue us and help us in our predicament?” They even were in despair that God seemed to 
be doing nothing. And so the prophet Habakkuk was sent to urge them not to give up their 
faith, but to trust God enough to be willing to wait and let God work out his plans in his own 
good time. Micah said the problem often is that we simply don’t understand God’s plan. Let us 
trust him as we seek to understand it more and give him time to do it in his own time and in his 
own way. I wish we could have included all of Habakkuk in our Bible Reference Sheet, but look 
at Habakkuk 2:3. The prophet sums up his message by saying: “It may seem slow in coming, but 
wait for it; it will certainly take place.” (GNB)  

In fact, God’s first message to Habakkuk was “I am doing something, but you wouldn’t believe it 
if I told you.” Habakkuk said, “Try me, Lord. Tell me.” And the Lord did. And Habakkuk indicated 
that he was willing to wait. That’s the source of that great verse, “The just, the righteous, God’s 
friends, will live in faith, in trust.” That verse was not written about forgiveness. It was written 
about trusting God enough to be willing to wait. That great verse that Paul picked up in Romans 
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is a most appropriate one for those who wonder why the Lord still waits. {Graham Maxwell. 
Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #19, “How Soon Will The Conflict Be 
Over?” recorded June, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/19MMCAG 

 

Recommend for further study regarding God’s Mercy and Judgment – Conversations About God 
#9 “There is No Need to be Afraid of God” is available at:  http://pkp.cc/9MMCAG 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

Heaven is very near those who suffer for righteousness' sake. Christ identifies His interests with 
the interests of His faithful people; He suffers in the person of His saints, and whoever touches 
His chosen ones touches Him. The power that is near to deliver from physical harm or distress is 
also near to save from the greater evil, making it possible for the servant of God to maintain his 
integrity under all circumstances, and to triumph through divine grace. {PK 545.3} 

Divine wisdom will order the steps of those who put their trust in the Lord. Divine love will 
encircle them, and they will realize the presence of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.  {OHC 324.6} 

God has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources are 
unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and assurance, 
to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. He provides opportunities and opens channels of 
working. If His people are watching the indications of His providence, and are ready to co-
operate with Him, they will see mighty results.  {PK 660.3} 

At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark 
and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer 
to the prayer of faith. Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no 
circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are, 
wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.   
{DA 669.4} 

He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the sufferings of humanity. 
Not only does Christ know every soul, and the peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He 
knows all the circumstances that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying 
tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of His sympathy and pity. 
He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and He desires us to lay our perplexities and 
troubles at His feet and leave them there.  {MH 249.3} 
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Amidst great discouragement, Nehemiah made God his trust, his sure defense. And He who was 
the support of His servant then has been the dependence of His people in every age. In every 
crisis His people may confidently declare, "If God be for us, who can be against us?" Romans 
8:31. However craftily the plots of Satan and his agents may be laid, God can detect them, and 
bring to nought all their counsels. The response of faith today will be the response made by 
Nehemiah, "Our God shall fight for us;" for God is in the work, and no man can prevent its 
ultimate success.  {PK 645.2} 

Not one sincere prayer is lost. Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God hears the cries of 
the weakest human being. We pour out our heart's desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as 
we walk by the way, and our words reach the throne of the Monarch of the universe. They may 
be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die away into silence, nor can they be lost 
through the activities of business that are going on. Nothing can drown the soul's desire. It rises 
above the din of the street, above the confusion of the multitude, to the heavenly courts. It is 
God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard.  {COL 174.1} 

Never feel that Christ is far away. He is always near. His loving presence surrounds you.         
{FLB 62.8} 

He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, will 
carry forward His work. He will thwart the purposes of wicked men and will bring to confusion 
the counsels of those who plot mischief against His people. He who is the King, the Lord of 
hosts, sitteth between the cherubim, and amidst the strife and tumult of nations He guards His 
children still. When the strongholds of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of wrath 
shall strike through the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands.  {PK 176.1} 

It is the greatest joy of the angels of heaven to spread the shield of their tender love over souls 
who turn to God.  {OHC 92.6} 

How precious are these assurances that we shall never be left to take one step in our own finite 
strength, for He has said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Hebrews 13:5. We are 
fighting in the presence of invisible hosts. Unseen intelligences survey the whole array of evil, 
and help is at hand. We shall not only be provided with that which is necessary but shall be 
placed upon vantage ground. . . .  {OHC 311.4}   

The world's Redeemer would not have man in ignorance of Satan's devices. The vast 
confederacy of evil is arrayed against those who would overcome; but Christ would have us 
look to the things that are not seen, to the armies of heaven that encamp round about those 
who love God, to deliver them. The angels of heaven are interested in behalf of man. The 
power of Omnipotence is at the service of those who trust in God. The Father accepts the 
righteousness of Christ in behalf of His followers, and they are surrounded with light and 
holiness which Satan cannot penetrate. The voice of the Captain of our salvation speaks to His 
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followers, saying, "'Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.' I am your defense; advance 
to victory."  {FW 93.1} 

Satan led men to conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice—one who is a 
severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching 
with jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men that He may visit judgments upon 
them. It was to remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that 
Jesus came to live among men.—SC 11 (1892).  {1MCP 250.1} 

The whole spiritual life is molded by our conceptions of God, and if we cherish erroneous views 
of His character, our souls will sustain injury. We should see in God one who yearns toward the 
children of men, longing to do them good. . . . All through the Scriptures, God is represented as 
one who calls, woos by His tender love, the hearts of His erring children. No earthly parent 
could be as patient with the faults and mistakes of their children as is God with those He seeks 
to save. No one could plead more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips ever poured 
out more tender entreaty to the wanderer than does He. {TMK 263.4} 

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the 
punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure 
result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character, 
and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate 
themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is 
ruin and death.  {1SM 235.2} 

God does not stand toward the sinner as an executioner of the sentence against transgression; 
but he leaves the rejecters of his mercy to themselves, to reap that which they have sown. 
{GC88 36.2} 

We are not to think of God only as a judge, and to forget him as our loving Father. Nothing can 
do our souls greater harm than this; for our whole spiritual life will be molded by our 
conceptions of God's character. {RH, April 5, 1887 par. 10} 

Satan's rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages—a perpetual 
testimony to the nature of sin and its terrible results. The working out of Satan's rule, its effects 
upon both men and angels, would show what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine 
authority. It would testify that with the existence of God's government is bound up the well-
being of all the creatures He has made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of rebellion 
was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy beings, to prevent them from being deceived as to 
the nature of transgression, to save them from committing sin, and suffering its penalty.         
{PP 42.4} 

The work of Christ is to redeem, to restore, to seek and to save that which was lost. If we are 
connected with Christ, we also are partakers of the divine nature and are to be laborers 
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together with God. We are to bind up the bruised and wounded soul; and if a brother or a sister 
has erred, we are not to join with the enemy in destroying and ruining, but to work with Christ 
to restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.  {HP 291.2} 

Righteous words and deeds have a more powerful influence for good than all the sermons that 
can be preached.—ML 114.  {VSS 52.1} 

We are to learn what it means to have good-will toward all men, a sincere desire to be as 
sunshine and not as shadow in the lives of others.  {3BC 1164.3} 

Every word you speak, every action you perform, has an influence for good or evil upon those 
who associate with you; and, oh! how necessary it is that you have Christ dwelling in your heart 
by faith, that your words may be words of life, and your works, the works of love.—RH, June 12, 
1888.  {2MCP 433.3} 

All the heavenly intelligences were watching with intense interest the warfare that was going 
on upon the earth—the earth that Satan claimed as his dominion. Every moment was big with 
eternal realities. How would the conflict end? The angels looked for the justice of God to be 
revealed, His anger to be aroused against the prince of darkness and his sympathizers. But lo, 
mercy prevailed. When the Son of God might have come to the world to condemn, He came as 
righteousness and peace, to save not merely the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but 
all the world—every son and daughter of Adam who would believe on Him, the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. What an exhibition of the love of Jehovah! This is love without a parallel.           
{TMK 19.3} 

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and 
solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of 
holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication 
with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of 
His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men.  {MH 417.2} 

It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. By this means faith is 
strengthened to claim and to receive more and more. There is greater encouragement for us in 
the least blessing we ourselves receive from God than in all the accounts we can read of the 
faith and experience of others. The soul that responds to the grace of God shall be like a 
watered garden. His health shall spring forth speedily; his light shall rise in obscurity, and the 
glory of the Lord shall be seen upon him. {MH 100.3} 

When we are faithful in making God known, our impulses will be under divine supervision, and 
we shall make steady growth, spiritually and intellectually. {UL 81.4} 

The Lord Jesus is our efficiency in all things; His Spirit is to be our inspiration; and as we place 
ourselves in His hands to be channels of light, our means of doing good will never be exhausted, 
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for the resources of the power of Jesus Christ are to be at our command. We may draw upon 
His fullness and receive of that grace which has no limit. The Captain of our salvation at every 
step would teach us that almighty power is at the demand of living faith. He says, "Without me 
ye can do nothing;" but again declares that "greater works than these shall ye do; because I go 
unto my Father."  {HP 319.4} 

In our life here, earthly, sin-restricted though it is, the greatest joy and the highest education 
are in service. And in the future state, untrammeled by the limitations of sinful humanity, it is in 
service that our greatest joy and our highest education will be found—witnessing, and ever as 
we witness learning anew "the riches of the glory of this mystery;" "which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory." Colossians 1:27.  {Ed 309.1} 

God is not dependent upon men for the advancement of His cause. He might have made angels 
the ambassadors of His truth. He might have made known His will, as He proclaimed the law 
from Sinai with His own voice. But in order to cultivate a spirit of benevolence in us, He has 
chosen to employ men to do this work.  {CS 20.1}   

Every act of self-sacrifice for the good of others will strengthen the spirit of beneficence in the 
giver's heart, allying him more closely to the Redeemer of the world, who "was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich." And it is only as we fulfill the 
divine purpose in our creation that life can be a blessing to us. All the good gifts of God to man 
will prove only a curse, unless he employs them to bless his fellow men, and for the 
advancement of God's cause in the earth.—R. & H., Dec. 7, 1886.  {CS 20.2} 

All heaven is interested in the work going on in this world, which is to prepare men and women 
for the future, immortal life. It is God's plan that human agencies shall have the high honor of 
acting as co-workers with Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls. {5T 573.3} 

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings upon ourselves. This was the purpose of 
God in giving us a part to act in the plan of redemption. He has granted men the privilege of 
becoming partakers of the divine nature and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings to their fellow 
men. This is the highest honor, the greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow upon men. 
Those who thus become participants in labors of love are brought nearest to their Creator.         
{SC 79.1}   

God might have committed the message of the gospel, and all the work of loving ministry, to 
the heavenly angels. He might have employed other means for accomplishing His purpose. But 
in His infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, 
that we might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this 
unselfish ministry.  {SC 79.2}   

Human agencies are called to be hand helpers, to work out the knowledge and use the facilities 
of heavenly angels. By uniting with these powers that are omnipotent, we shall be benefited by 
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their higher education and experience. . . . Such a cooperation will accomplish a work which will 
give honor and glory and majesty to God. {ML 305.4} 

God takes men as they are, with the human elements in their character, and trains them for His 
service, if they will be disciplined and learn of Him. They are not chosen because they are 
perfect, but notwithstanding their imperfections, that through the knowledge and practice of 
the truth, through the grace of Christ, they may become transformed into His image.                
{DA 294.4} 

God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, 
blessings flow out from Him to all the creatures He has made. In His infinite love He has granted 
men the privilege of becoming partakers of the divine nature, and, in their turn, of diffusing 
blessings to their fellow men. This is the highest honor, the greatest joy, that it is possible for 
God to bestow upon men. Those are brought nearest to their Creator who thus become 
participants in labors of love. He who refuses to  become a "laborer together with God,"—the 
man who for the sake of selfish indulgence ignores the wants of his fellow men, the miser who 
heaps up his treasures here,—is withholding from himself the richest blessing that God can give 
him.—R. & H., Dec. 6, 1887.  {CS 23.3} 

The souls of those who love Jesus will be surrounded with a pure, fragrant atmosphere. There 
are those who hide their soul hunger. These will be greatly helped by a tender word or a kind 
remembrance. The heavenly gifts, freely and richly bestowed by God, are in turn to be freely 
bestowed by us upon all who come within the sphere of our influence. Thus we reveal a love 
that is heaven-born, and which will increase as it is freely used in blessing others. Thus we 
glorify God.  {OHC 231.5} 

All who are consecrated to God will be channels of light. God makes them His agents to 
communicate to others the riches of His grace. . . . Our influence upon others depends not so 
much upon what we say, as upon what we are. Men may combat and defy our logic, they may 
resist our appeals; but a life of disinterested love is an argument they cannot gainsay. A 
consistent life, characterized by the meekness of Christ, is a power in the world.—The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 141, 142.  {ChS 21.4} 

As the Lord co-operated with Daniel and his fellows, so He will co-operate with all who strive to 
do His will. And by the impartation of His Spirit He will strengthen every true purpose, every 
noble resolution. Those who walk in the path of obedience will encounter many hindrances. 
Strong, subtle influences may bind them to the world; but the Lord is able to render futile every 
agency that works for the defeat of His chosen ones; in His strength they may overcome every 
temptation, conquer every difficulty.  {PK 487.1}   

 


