
Study Collection Prepared November, 2018         ©Pine Knoll Publications           pineknoll.org  Page 1 

Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2019: “The Least of These”: Ministering to Those in Need 
Lesson 5 “The Cry of the Prophets” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

1 Samuel 8:10–18; Amos 5:10–15; Micah 6:8; Genesis 19:1–13; Ezekiel 16:49; Isaiah 1:15–23. 

Memory Text   

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. The Recurring Call to Justice 
III. Amos 
IV. Micah 
V. Ezekiel 
VI. Isaiah 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. Read Micah 6:8. There was a great deal of injustice in the book of Judges, but little 
condemnation of it. Why is the cry for social justice so muted before the Old 
Testament prophets? What does that tell us about the heart of God? (Sabbath 
afternoon) 

2. What are the pros and cons of organization in a religious context? Read 1 Samuel 
8:10-18. What was Samuel’s warning to the people in response to their request for a 
king? Why is justice so hard to achieve at the governmental level? So Christian 
churches sometimes seek to be like “all the other nations” in ways that may be 
counter-productive? (Sunday’s lesson) 

3. Read Amos 7:14-15. What qualifications are needed in order to become a prophet? 
How does Amos meet his audience where they are in 1:3 – 2:3? What kind of sins 
was Israel particularly guilty of (Amos 3:9-11; 1:1-2; 5:10-15; 8:4-6)? How does 
awareness of injustice impact us? Are there times when we need to speak harshly in 
order to correct wrong? How do we discern when such language would be 
appropriate? (Monday’s lesson) 
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4. Read Micah 2:8-11 and 3:8-12. How do the sins of Judah compare with those of 
Israel that were highlighted by Amos? Read Micah 6:8 again. What is the link 
between doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly before God? (Tuesday’s 
lesson) 

5. What was the primary sin of Sodom? How does Ezekiel’s analysis impact our 
answer? What does that answer tell us about God? We know how injustice affects 
its victims, how does it affect the perpetrators of injustice? Read Ezekiel 34:2-4 and 
7-16. How does the government of God differ from that of Israel and Judah’s kings? 
(Wednesday’s lesson) 

6. Read Isaiah 1:15-23, 3:13-15, and 5:7-8. How would you describe the prophet’s 
response to what he sees in the society around him? When Messiah came later on, 
did He punish anyone? Why then is there so much punishment language in the 
prophets? (Thursday’s lesson)  

7. We often think of prophecy as predicting the future. How does the Old Testament 
prophets’ focus on societal justice change our perspective on the role of a prophet? 
(Friday’s lesson) 

8. In the writings of the prophets, God seems to alternate between being angry and 
showing deep concern and compassion for His people. How do you fit these two 
reactions of God together? (Friday’s lesson) 

 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Now it’s true that the third angel’s message has the most fearsome wording in the whole Bible. 
I’m sure the devil would have us misunderstand these words as the words of an angry God. But 
all the previous books of scripture have prepared us to understand the terrible consequences of 
sin. We watched Jesus die. We have read the description. We know how God would do 
anything to spare his children. We have been prepared all through scripture, story after story, 
to see our heavenly Father, the one who would so much prefer to speak gently to us of the 
truth. We could trust him to raise his voice one last time in these messages of warning and 
invitation. The God we worship would never allow us to pass through these closing events, 
unenlightened and unwarned. We’ve also been prepared to understand that behind the 
fearsome warning of the third angel’s message, there stands the God of Hosea crying, “How can 
I give you up? Why will you die? How can I let you go?” Remember that the one who wrote the 
awesome words of the third angel, wrote 1 John 4:16, 18: “God is love . . . There is no fear in 
love” (Williams). Remember that the apostle John, the beloved disciple who knew all about 
love, and there is no need to be afraid, wrote the fearsome words of the third angel’s message, 
because he understood. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About 
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God, #16, “God's Last Pleading With His Children” recorded May, 1984, Loma Linda, California} 
To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 
http://pkp.cc/16MMCAG 

 

And Micah says, “You know well enough, Man, what is good! For what does the Lord require 
from you,” but to bring the right blood? What should we think about that? Is that what he 
wants? “What does the Lord require from you, But to be just, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” And if the blood of Christ does not bring that about in us, it won’t help 
us to offer the blood of Jesus to the Father. It isn’t that he has been turning us down because 
we’ve been bringing the wrong blood. If we should now bring him the right blood would he say, 
“Good, that’s what I’ve been waiting for; you can come in.” No, it’s new hearts, right spirits, 
humility, integrity. All these qualities that all of these Old Testament prophets mention, let 
alone the Sermon on the Mount, and I find it in Romans, Galatians and everywhere else. 
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – Leviticus, 
recorded October, 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 
reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/5MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)   http://pkp.cc/6MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

As God treats us, so we shall treat each other. This is why David will be comfortable in heaven, 
in spite of his great sin. It is not because all memory of sin has been blotted out. This would 
require that every Bible be destroyed and all memory of what it contains. Gone would be all 
memory of the plan of salvation and God’s merciful handling of the problem of sin! 

The sins of David have been immortalized on the pages of Scripture. Rahab’s former profession 
has been described there. So have the sins of Samson, Gideon, Moses, Jacob, and Abraham. 
Hebrews 11 indicates that they too will be in the kingdom. And they too will be comfortable 
there. 

When Paul included a long list of sins at the end of Romans 1, he put gossiping right in the 
middle. No one will be admitted to heaven who cannot be entrusted with the knowledge of 
other people’s sins and who will not wholeheartedly treat former sinners with full dignity and 
respect. 

This is how it will be possible for David and Uriah to meet and not come to blows. Some day it 
may be our privilege to see those two men meet again for the first time in the hereafter. Think 
how David stole Uriah’s wife and then arranged for the murder of the faithful soldier who had 
helped him become king (see 2 Samuel 11, 12; 1 Chronicles 11:10, 41)! Will the past be all 
forgotten? 
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Will Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, David’s son, have forgotten she once was Uriah’s wife? 
Will the prophet Nathan have forgotten his moving appeal to the king? Will David have 
forgotten his confession in the fifty-first Psalm? Will we have forgotten David’s prayer for a new 
heart that has helped many of us pray the same prayer? 

Or will it be possible for David and Uriah to approach each other, look into each other’s eyes, 
remember, and once more become friends? To me that would be far more wonderful.  

Could we begin to treat each other this way here and now in this life? It is surely not natural to 
do so. It would be a great miracle of healing, like the miracle that happened to John. At first, 
Jesus called him Son of Thunder. But later John became “the beloved disciple” and wrote in his 
Gospel and Epistles so much about Christian love. 

John watched the way Jesus received sinners, how he treated everyone with dignity and grace. 
Never had John seen such strength of character, and yet such tenderness; such fearless 
denunciation of sin, and yet such patience and sympathy. As he was moved to ever deeper 
admiration, John became more and more like the One he worshiped and admired. {Maxwell, 
Graham. Can God Be Trusted?, 94-95. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 2002} 
http://speakingwellofgod.org/written-materials/can-god-be-trusted-chapters/chapter-09 

 

“When you get back to the disciples, tell the disciples and especially tell Peter, that the Lord has 
arisen and will be back tonight.” Now this is the way the Lord treats people, even those who 
have done terrible things. That was a terrible thing Peter did. And what a sin Mary committed 
over and over again. But they’re the ones who needed the most encouragement. They were 
sensitive people, people of strong feeling but doing wrong and terribly depressed over what 
they had done. They needed encouragement. The one who is our heavenly Father and doesn’t 
want to lose one of us, instead of condemning them, he sought to revive their self-respect. He 
treated them with dignity. Now if we imitate Christ as Paul did that’s the way we’ll treat other 
people. It seems to suggest that the worse a person’s predicament, the more we’ll go out of our 
way to help him recover his dignity and self-respect. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio 
series Romans, chapter 14, recorded January, 1978, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the 
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:  

http://pkp.cc/27MMROMANS66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/28MMROMANS66 (Part 2) 
 

Solomon came to his senses, and he remembered God. He said, “God, I’m sorry. Can I come 
back? And I’d be willing just to sweep floors.” Does God take people back that way? Or does he 
take them completely back? How about the prodigal son? Did he come back as a servant, or did 
he come back fully reinstated? So God took Solomon back. How fully did he take him back? 
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“Well,” Solomon said, “Can I do anything to help others not do what I’ve done?” And God says, 
“Yes. You can write me a book.” And Solomon said, “But only holy men of God, moved by the 
Holy Spirit, write books in the Bible.” 

Isn’t it stunning that a man who wasted so much is listed among the holy men of God and was 
asked to write yet another book in the Bible? Once again, I’m glad God is in charge, because 
when somebody disgraces himself in our church, from then on, he’s a back pew man, isn’t he? 

We don’t let him up front very much. God puts them up front, and even asks them to write 
more of the Bible. Now, what about that? Are we too hard?” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from 
the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – Joshua, Judges, and Ruth, recorded November, 
1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 
following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/11MMPOGIA66 (Part 1 Joshua & Judges)  
http://pkp.cc/12MMPOGIA66 (Part 2 Joshua & Judges) 
 
http://pkp.cc/13MMPOGIA66 (Part 1 Ruth & 1 Samuel)   
http://pkp.cc/14MMPOGIA66 (Part 2 Ruth & 1 Samuel) 

 

So first this evening, let us consider again what has gone wrong, because I believe the way we 
understand what went wrong helps us to understand the methods God has used to set things 
right. And particularly then it helps us to understand why Jesus had to die. Our God has been 
accused, specifically, of being arbitrary, and exacting, vengeful, unforgiving, and severe. God 
sent his Son to reveal the truth about these matters. Why was it not enough for Jesus to come 
and live among us as he did and tell us the truth about his Father and then demonstrate by his 
gracious treatment of the worst of sinners that God, indeed, is not the kind of person his 
enemies have made him out to be?  

Of course, the way he lived and the way he treated people is vital evidence. And we will spend 
much time on it later, particularly on the evening entitled “How God Treats His Erring Children.” 

But remember that the most serious charge leveled against our God is that God has lied to us. 
He lied when he said that sin results in death. Worse than that, Satan has turned God’s gracious 
warning to our first parents in the Garden of Eden into a terrifying threat. He pictures God as 
saying to Adam and Eve, “Either you obey me, or I’ll kill you!” And think of the baleful effect 
that perversion of the truth about our God has had on the human race. Think how it has 
poisoned people’s attitude toward God and their practice of religion. Think of picturing our 
gracious God as saying, “You either love and obey me, or I’ll torture and execute you in my 
righteous wrath.” How could this satanic view of God win such wide acceptance as it has? And 
it is still very widely believed. 
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For thousands of years, men have sacrificed even their own children to win the favor of their 
offended gods. Even in the Christian world it is suggested, even believed, that if it were not for 
Christ’s appeasement sometimes called propitiation, of his Father’s wrath, we would long 
before now have been destroyed. And were it not for Christ’s constant pleading with the 
Father, God could not find it in his own heart to forgive and heal his children.  

Who could have thought up such perversion? But now, as you know the sixty-six books, does 
anything need to be done to persuade God to love his children? The testimony of all sixty-six 
books is that God has always loved even his most wayward child. That is what is summed up in 
John 3:16, “God so loved the world. . . .” Not just his good children, but all his children, both 
good and bad. 

And those serious words to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden were no threat. Those words 
were a gracious warning—because sin actually results in death. Sin so changes the sinner that a 
natural consequence of this condition is death. Cut off by his own rebellious choice from the 
source of life, the sinner will die. Now out of harmony with God by his own rebellious rejection, 
the sinner is so changed that even the life-giving glory of our God becomes a consuming fire. 
How can this best be clarified? Not by claims, but by evidence and demonstration. 

One choice that God had was to allow Adam and Eve to die. And he could have said to the 
universe, “Who is telling the truth? I said sinners would die! It is the devil who has lied to you.”  

Or going back even further, God could have left Satan and his followers to reap the natural 
results of their sin and they would have perished. And surely then there would have been no 
question about the truthfulness of God’s warning. Why didn’t God take those—it would seem—
easy choices? He could have saved all the painful history since that time. Of course, had the 
universe watched Satan and his followers die, they had never seen death before, so there was 
the hazard that they would assume that God had executed his children who did not please him.  
Then there would be the danger that the angels would serve God from fear, and the obedience 
that springs from fear produces the character of a rebel. And rebelliousness is the essence of 
sin. 

And so instead of God taking that easy way, not wanting the obedience and love that springs 
from fear, totally unacceptable to so gracious a God as we know him to be, and having such dire 
consequences; instead of taking those choices, God sent his Son in human form.  

And he died the death that is the natural result of sin. And the universe watched to see how 
God was involved in the death of the wicked. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 
Conversations About God, #8, “The Most Costly and Convincing Evidence” recorded March, 
1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 
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Further Study with Ellen White 

Pure religion has to do with the will. The will is the governing power in the nature of man, 
bringing all the other faculties under its sway. The will is not the taste or the inclination, but it is 
the deciding power which works in the children of men unto obedience to God or unto 
disobedience.  {5T 513.1} 
2 
Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent 
transgression the will itself is wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will 
not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined 
rejection of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3:7, 8.       
{SC 34.2} 

It is for our present happiness and our future good that God subjects us to discipline. The 
greatest blessing that His children have is the discipline that He sends them. He never leads 
them otherwise than they would choose to be led if they could see the end from the beginning 
and discern the glory of the purpose that they are fulfilling, as workers together with Him.  
{TDG 122.3} 

The Lord will work for all who put their trust in Him. Precious victories will be gained by the 
faithful. Precious lessons will be learned. Precious experiences will be realized.  {MB 11.1} 

The Lord will not compel men to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their God; 
He sets before the human agent good and evil, and makes plain what will be the sure result of 
following one course or the other. Christ invites us, saying, “Follow Me.” But we are never 
forced to walk in His footsteps. If we do walk in His footsteps, it is the result of deliberate 
choice. As we see the life and character of Christ, strong desire is awakened to be like Him in 
character; and we follow on to know the Lord, and to know His goings forth are prepared as the 
morning. We then begin to realize that “the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.”—R. & H., March 31, 1896.  {CS 138.1}  

The Lord loves us, and we are to love Him with the whole heart. Ask Him to guide you into all 
truth. He will do this. He longs to do it. He is waiting for you to ask Him with true humility and a 
firm belief that He will hear and answer you.  {TMK 202.5} 

God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is 
not only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that 
transforms the heart. David had the true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10.  {FLB 129.2}  

If you take even one step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms of 
infinite love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. The very first reaching out of the 
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heart after God is known to Him. Never a prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear is 
shed, however secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however feeble, but the 
Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered or the yearning of the 
heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to meet the grace that is working upon the 
human soul.  {FLB 129.3} 

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely—
because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. 
When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human 
inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of 
a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The 
essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is 
right—because right doing is pleasing to God.  {COL 97.3} 

Men are changed in accordance with what they contemplate. If commonplace thoughts and 
affairs take up the attention, the man will be commonplace. If he is too negligent to obtain 
anything but a superficial understanding of truth, he will not receive the rich blessings that God 
would be pleased to bestow upon him. It is the law of the mind that it will narrow or expand to 
the dimensions of the things with which it becomes familiar. The mental powers will surely 
become contracted and will lose their ability to grasp the deep meanings of the word of God 
unless they are put vigorously and persistently to the task of searching for truth. The mind will 
enlarge if it is employed in tracing out the relation of the subjects of the Bible to one another, 
comparing scripture with scripture, and spiritual things with spiritual. The richest treasures of 
thought are waiting for the diligent student.  {CT 460.3} 

It is a law of the mind that it gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is trained to 
dwell. If occupied with commonplace matters only, it will become dwarfed and enfeebled. If 
never required to grapple with difficult problems, it will after a time almost lose the power of 
growth. {PP 596.2} 

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God, will find that his 
mind expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-
sided and deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and 
completeness. {1SM 338.2}  

Though now He has ascended to the presence of God, and shares the throne of the universe, 
Jesus has lost none of His compassionate nature. Today the same tender, sympathizing heart is 
open to all the woes of humanity. Today the hand that was pierced is reached forth to bless 
more abundantly His people that are in the world. “And they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of My hand.” The soul that has given himself to Christ is more precious 
in His sight than the whole world. The Saviour would have passed through the agony of Calvary 
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that one might be saved in His kingdom. He will never abandon one for whom He has died. 
Unless His followers choose to leave Him, He will hold them fast.  {DA 480.5} 

But forgiveness has a broader meaning than many suppose. When God gives the promise that 
He “will abundantly pardon,” He adds, as if the meaning of that promise exceeded all that we 
could comprehend: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, 
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:7-9. God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial 
act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not only forgiveness for sin, but 
reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms the heart. David had the 
true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. And again he says, “As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath He removed our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:12.  {MB 114.1}  

Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated 
tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.  {DA 671.2} 

Wrongs cannot be righted, nor can reformations in character be made, by a few feeble, 
intermittent efforts. Sanctification is the work, not of a day, or of a year, but of a lifetime. The 
struggle for conquest over self, for holiness and heaven, is a lifelong struggle. Without continual 
effort and constant activity there can be no advancement in the divine life, no attainment of 
the victor’s crown.  {8T 312.5}   

Beset with temptations without number, we must resist firmly or be conquered. Should we 
come to the close of life with our work undone, it would be an eternal loss.  {8T 313.2}   

When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus accepts this 
disposition and effort as man’s best service and he makes up for the deficiency with his own 
divine merit; for he is the source of every right impulse.  {OW, December 1, 1909 par. 10} 

In calling them to His service, God offers them freedom. Obedience to God is liberty from the 
thralldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse.  {TM 247.1} 

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He 
will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into 
conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. 
{DA 668.3}   

The love of God still yearns over the one who has chosen to separate from Him, and He sets in 
operation influences to bring him back to the Father’s house. The prodigal son in his 
wretchedness “came to himself.” The deceptive power that Satan had exercised over him was 
broken. He saw that his suffering was the result of his own folly, and he said, “How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise 
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and go to my father.” Miserable as he was, the prodigal found hope in the conviction of his 
father’s love. It was that love which was drawing him toward home. So it is the assurance of 
God’s love that constrains the sinner to return to God. “The goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance.” Romans 2:4. A golden chain, the mercy and compassion of divine love, is passed 
around every imperiled soul. The Lord declares, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love; 
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3.  {COL 202.1} 

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be 
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be 
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of 
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it 
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love 
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one 
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God 
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with 
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2.  {DA 22.1} 

Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a 
man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their 
Creator. No man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ. . . .               
{8T 265.2}   

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and 
His character. He sent His Son into the world to reveal, so far as could be endured by human 
sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God. . . .  {8T 265.5}   

Christ revealed all of God that sinful human beings could bear without being destroyed. He is 
the divine Teacher, the Enlightener. Had God thought us in need of revelations other than those 
made through Christ and in His written word, He would have given them.  {8T 266.1} 

Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His 
gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth 
to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His 
experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold 
character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true 
aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil; 
Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves 
of which are for the healing of the nations.  {CT 33.3} 

Christ’s favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. This knowledge 
of God was Christ’s own gift to men, and this gift He has committed to His people to be 
communicated by them to the world.   {6T 55.1} 
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From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might 
secure them to himself. Therefore he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead 
men to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as 
clothed with the attributes of the prince of evil himself—as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving—
that He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. . . .  {HP 8.2}   

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a God of mercy, tenderness, and 
compassion. By the world’s Redeemer the thick darkness with which Satan had enshrouded the 
throne of the Deity was swept away, and the Father was again manifest to men as the Light of 
life. . . .  {HP 8.3} 

From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might 
secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men 
to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed 
with the attributes of the prince of evil himself, —as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,—that 
He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of 
those whom he had deceived that they would put God out of their knowledge. Then he would 
obliterate the divine image in man and impress his own likeness upon the soul; he would imbue 
men with his own spirit and make them captives according to his will. . . . {5T 738.1}   

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of mercy, tenderness, and 
compassion. The thick darkness with which Satan had endeavored to enshroud the throne of 
Deity was swept away by the world’s Redeemer, and the Father was again manifest to men as 
the light of life.  {5T 738.4} 

In the Teacher sent from God, heaven gave to men its best and greatest. He who had stood in 
the councils of the Most High, who had dwelt in the innermost sanctuary of the Eternal, was 
the One chosen to reveal in person to humanity the knowledge of God.  {Ed 73.2}   

God’s greatest gift was bestowed to meet man’s greatest need. The Light appeared when the 
world’s darkness was deepest. Through false teaching the minds of men had long been turned 
away from God. In the prevailing systems of education, human philosophy had taken the place 
of divine revelation. Instead of the heaven-given standard of truth, men had accepted a 
standard of their own devising. From the Light of life they had turned aside to walk in the 
sparks of the fire which they had kindled.  {Ed 74.1} 

So far from making arbitrary requirements, God’s law is given to men as a hedge, a shield. 
Whoever accepts its principles is preserved from evil. Fidelity to God involves fidelity to man. 
Thus the law guards the rights, the individuality, of every human being. It restrains the superior 
from oppression, and the subordinate from disobedience. It ensures man’s well-being, both for 
this world and for the world to come. To the obedient it is the pledge of eternal life, for it 
expresses the principles that endure forever.  {Ed 76.4}   
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Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to be one with humanity, and at the same time to 
reveal our heavenly Father to sinful human beings. He who had been in the presence of the 
Father from the beginning, He who was the express image of the invisible God, was alone able 
to reveal the character of the Deity to mankind. He was in all things made like unto His 
brethren. He became flesh even as we are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary. He was 
sustained by food and refreshed by sleep. He shared the lot of men; yet He was the blameless 
Son of God. He was a stranger and sojourner on the earth—in the world, but not of the world; 
tempted and tried as men and women today are tempted and tried, yet living a life free from 
sin. Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the 
character of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man. {MH 422.2}   

Had Christ come in His divine form, humanity could not have endured the sight. The contrast 
would have been too painful, the glory too overwhelming. Humanity could not have endured 
the presence of one of the pure, bright angels from glory; therefore Christ took not on Him the 
nature of angels; He came in the likeness of men.  {5BC 1131.1}   

 


