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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2019: “The Least of These”: Ministering to Those in Need 
Lesson 7 “Jesus and Those in Need” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Luke 1:46–55, 4:16–21, 7:18–23; Matthew 12:15–21; Matthew 21:12–16; Mark 11:15–19;       
Isaiah 53:3–6. 

Memory Text   

“ ‘Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; when you 
see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh?’ ” (Isaiah 58:6, 7, 
NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Mary’s Song 
III. Jesus’ Mission Statement 
IV. Jesus Heals 
V. Clearing the Temple 
VI. The Cross of Christ 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. Jesus came to show us what God is like. And in Jesus, God experienced what 
injustice feels like. So it is no surprise that Jesus often drew from the tradition of the 
Old Testament prophets. Read Isaiah 61:1-2. What is it about this text that made it 
so attractive to Jesus? (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. Read Luke 1:46-55. The first half of the passage is Mary’s praise for what God has 
done for her and the second half is praise for what God has done for the world. 
What is the common denominator in both types of praise? What type of kingdom 
does this passage suggest Jesus is going to set up? What does the concept of an 
“upside-down” kingdom mean to you? (Sunday’s lesson) 

3. Read Luke 4:16-21. How does this passage serve as a “mission statement” for Jesus? 
How does it relate to Luke 7:18-23? Why do you think Jesus answered the disciples 
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of John the way He did? How do you balance work for the hurting and marginalized 
with the commission to preach the Third Angels’ Messages to a lost world? 
(Monday’s lesson) 

4. Why do you suppose Jesus told people He had healed not to tell anyone about it? 
Read Matthew 12:15-21. In what way was this instruction based on Jesus’ 
understanding of Isaiah? How did the miracles of Jesus demonstrate the character of 
God? (Tuesday’s lesson) 

5. What do you think was the purpose of Jesus’ cleansing of the temple? Why do you 
think that story is featured in all four of the gospels? What is the unique emphasis of 
the temple-cleansing story in each of the four gospels (Matthew 21:12-16; Mark 
11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48: John 2:13-17)? What would need cleansing in churches of 
today? (Wednesday’s lesson) 

6. Read Isaiah 53:3-6. What does this passage mean when it says that the Suffering 
Servant (Jesus in Christian understanding) took our place? What relationship does 
the death of Christ have with the actions we take to relieve suffering and poverty? 
(Thursday’s lesson)  

7. Jesus Himself never advocated for political action, although His message was 
extremely threatening to the political agenda of Rome and national Israel. What is 
the fundamental problem with the use of force or violence in the name of helping 
the downtrodden and oppressed? What solutions does the New Testament provide 
for addressing poverty and injustice? What form of government in today’s world 
comes the closest to the New Testament ideal? What form of government is most in 
line with the government of God? (Friday’s lesson) 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

As we’ve considered all along, all God wants in his family is peace and freedom. But to have 
peace and freedom, there must be mutual love and trust, maturity and self-control. Things like 
this cannot be commanded, or produced by force or fear. Instead God offers to set right and 
keep right everything that has gone wrong. That means to completely heal the damage done.  

That is why when Jesus was here to demonstrate the truth about his Father and the plan of 
salvation, he spent most of his time healing, rather than preaching. It is not that he 
underestimated the influence and value of preaching, but there is no more eloquent way to 
demonstrate and illustrate the truth about God and his government, and what it would mean 
to set right everything that has gone wrong. He certainly didn’t practice the healing arts to 
attract people to his meetings. When he found people were coming for the wrong reason, he 
said something that caused most of them to go home. 

When Jesus healed the paralytic at the pool, he was preaching by the very way in which he 
treated that man. It was a demonstration of the truth about God. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt 
from the audio series, Conversations About God, #14, “God Can Completely Heal the Damage 
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Done” recorded May, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG 

 

Lou: The “substitutionary,” that comes in, say more about that. The”vicarious.” 

Graham: Ah. He died in our stead. He died as the substitution. In a way, it’s very true. I mean, 
either he dies or we die. However that’s where the comparison ends, because if God has let you 
and me and all other sinners die, all it would have done is prove the truthfulness of his warning, 
“If you sin, you will die.” And God could say to the universe, “Was I right? I said sinners would 
die, and look, they’re dead.”  

But the universe would not have had answers to questions two and three that I just mentioned. 
When Jesus died, there was no doubt in the minds of the universe that God was not killing his 
Son. They were clear about that. And the death of Christ answers all those three questions. So 
it’s not either us or him. His death was infinitely more significant than ours. But had he not 
died, then what else could God do but leave us to reap the consequences and we all would 
have died. So, in a sense, yes, he died in our stead, but beyond that there’s no comparison. 

Lou: But not as a payoff. It’s not one or the other. 

Graham: It’s not his death is equal to all of ours. His death is infinitely more significant than the 
death of every sinful man or angel who has ever lived. The death of angels and men would not 
have answered the questions. 

Lou: What you’re saying then, is that just a simple satisfaction idea doesn’t encompass what’s 
involved at all, does it? 

Graham: Oh, it makes it much too small. I think it puts God in a very bad light, and it doesn’t 
answer the questions of the great controversy.  

Many folk who prefer those understandings of the plan of salvation do not understand there 
has been a universe wide great controversy over the character and government of God. And do 
you remember at our first meeting, I brought along the evidence that even Luther, hero of the 
Christian world that he is, could not conceive of these larger issues because he couldn’t include 
the book of Revelation—let alone Hebrews, James and Jude. And this has been the pattern 
through the years. Not many have seen the sixty-sixth book picture of a universe wide 
controversy over the character and government of God. And so they have seen the death of 
Christ as primarily a plan just to save you and me, for which we are very grateful. It’s just that 
the larger view makes the cross much more significant. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the 
audio series, Conversations About God, #8 with Lou Venden, “The Most Costly and Convincing 
Evidence” recorded March, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the 
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/8MMCAG 
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The people thought, “If we offer these sacrifices, it will somehow appease the anger of God, 
and he’ll be pleased.” And that’s been even carried down to the sacrifice of Christ, that if we 
point God to the fact that Jesus died in our stead, maybe his anger will be appeased. That’s the 
heathen view. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself. These sacrifices were not 
to appease God. They were to say something to us that might lead us to be contrite, to be 
humble, to realize how serious sin is, and to say, “God, I really need not just to be forgiven, I 
need to be completely changed. A new heart and a right spirit, and all those things.” If the 
sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t lead us to that understanding, it does no good. And David was 
beginning to understand that. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of 
God in All 66 – 2 Samuel, recorded November, 1983, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire 
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/15MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/16MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

When do you think the prodigal son really came to know his father, and the kindness of his 
father led him to real repentance? Don’t you think it’s after he discovered he’d been forgiven? 
Which comes first, forgiveness or repentance? In a sense, the forgiveness is offered, and some 
of us are won by that to repentance. If we’re legalists, you have to do it all in the right order, 
you know, or God can’t do his part. He’s not that kind of a God. He wants us to come home all 
the time, not willing that any of his children should be lost, but that all should come to 
repentance. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 – 
Luke, recorded April, 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 
reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
 

Do you know the Greek word for spectacle is theatron, from which we get “theater”? Some 
saints might be reluctant to attend the theater. We need to realize we live in a theater all the 
time—God’s stage. And on this stage he’s demonstrated the truth about himself by the way he 
has dealt with his church.  

Then on the inclusion of the whole family in the results of this demonstration, look at the last 
verse, John 12:32: “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw [not “all men”, that’s 
supplied] I will draw everyone to me.” (TEV) 

And that’s the real meaning of the original. All. Everyone. Not just people on this planet, but 
even the loyal angels, I believe, were drawn closer to God by this costly demonstration. These 
verses say to me that Christ died for sinless angels too. And they certainly needed no 
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forgiveness, or adjustment of their legal standing. And yet the Bible says they needed the 
message of the cross.  

So what is the message of the cross? Evidently it’s much more than the payment of a legal 
penalty so that somehow God can justly forgive you and me. The cross was needed by the loyal 
angels. And this truly suggests that we ought to go back to the foot of the cross and join the 
universe—the family of the universe—in watching closely just how Jesus died. And then 
listening very carefully to how Jesus cried, and what he cried: “My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” What does that mean? And how does that suffering and death bring peace—
once again—to God’s family? I believe that in the great controversy, all Christian beliefs take on 
much broader significance. Particularly does the gospel take on a much larger meaning.  

You see, while we’re still preoccupied with our own salvation, the gospel quite naturally might 
be understood as the good news about what God has done for me and for you. But in the larger 
great controversy setting, the gospel is the truth about our gracious God; the truth that ends 
the war, and confirms the loyalty of the universe, and wins some of us back to repentance and 
to trust. I believe (more strongly than I believe anything) that the most important of all our 
beliefs is the truth about our God. God is not the kind of person his enemies have made him out 
to be—arbitrary, vengeful, and severe. He is instead precisely as his Son revealed him to be. We 
believe the testimony of Jesus when he said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” 
God is just as loving and gracious as his Son; just as willing to forgive and heal. Could there be 
any better news than that? To me, that’s the everlasting good news that holds the loyalty of the 
universe. And wins us back, and will hold our loyalty and trust for the rest of eternity. {Graham 
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #1, “The Conflict in God's 
Family” recorded January, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the 
above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

Jesus came into the world to illustrate the character of God in His own life, and He swept back 
the misrepresentations that Satan had originated, and revealed the glory of God. It was only by 
living among men that He could reveal the mercy, compassion, and love of His heavenly Father; 
for it was only by actions of benevolence that He could set forth the grace of God. The unbelief 
of men was deep seated, and yet they could not resist the testimony of His God-like example, 
and His deeds of love and truth.  {SD 139.3} 

The Saviour’s entire life was characterized by disinterested benevolence and the beauty of 
holiness. He is our pattern of goodness. From the beginning of His ministry, men began to 
comprehend more clearly the character of God. He carried out His teachings in His own life. He 
showed consistency without obstinacy, benevolence without weakness, tenderness and 
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sympathy without sentimentalism. He was highly social, yet He possessed a reserve that 
discouraged any familiarity. His temperance never led to bigotry or austerity. He was not 
conformed to the world, yet He was attentive to the wants of the least among men.  {CT 262.1} 

Christ’s manner of teaching was beautiful and attractive, and it was ever characterized by 
simplicity. He unfolded the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven through the use of figures and 
symbols with which His hearers were familiar; and the common people heard Him gladly, for 
they could comprehend His words. There were no high-sounding words used, to understand 
which it was necessary to consult a dictionary.  {CT 240.2}   

Jesus taught by illustrations and parables drawn from nature and from the familiar events of 
everyday life. . . . In this way He associated natural things with spiritual, linking the things of 
nature and the life experience of His hearers with the sublime truths of the written word. And 
whenever afterward their eyes rested on the objects with which He has associated eternal 
truth, His lessons were repeated.  {CT 140.1} 

Christ loved to gather the people about Him under the blue heavens, on some grassy hillside, or 
on the beach beside the lake. Here, surrounded by the works of His own creation, He could turn 
their thoughts from the artificial to the natural. In the growth and development of nature were 
revealed the principles of His kingdom. As men should lift their eyes to the hills of God and 
behold the wonderful works of His hand, they could learn precious lessons of divine truth. In 
future days the lessons of the divine Teacher would thus be repeated to them by the things of 
nature. The mind would be uplifted and the heart would find rest. {MH 54.1}   

The people “were astonished at His teaching (R.V.), for His word was with power.” Luke 4:32. 
Never before spoke one who had such power to awaken thought, to kindle aspiration, to 
arouse every capability of body, mind, and soul.  {Ed 81.3}   

Christ’s teaching, like His sympathies, embraced the world. Never can there be a circumstance 
of life, a crisis in human experience, which has not been anticipated in His teaching, and for 
which its principles have not a lesson. The Prince of teachers, His words will be found a guide to 
His co-workers till the end of time.  {Ed 81.4}   

Christ had not exchanged His divinity for humanity; but He had clothed His divinity in humanity 
(RH Oct. 29, 1895).  {5BC 1128.3}   

Christ was the greatest teacher the world has ever known. He came to this earth to shed 
abroad the bright beams of truth, that men might gain a fitness for heaven. “For this cause 
came I into the world,” He declared, “that I should bear witness unto the truth.” John 18:37. He 
came to reveal the character of the Father, that men might be led to worship Him in spirit and 
in truth.  {CT 259.1}   
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Man’s need for a divine teacher was known in heaven. The pity and sympathy of God were 
aroused in behalf of human beings, fallen and bound to Satan’s chariot car; and when the 
fullness of time was come, He sent forth His Son. The One appointed in the councils of heaven 
came to this earth as man’s instructor. The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world, and 
to meet the necessities of human nature He took humanity upon Himself. To the astonishment 
of the heavenly host the eternal Word came to this world as a helpless babe. Fully prepared, He 
left the royal courts and mysteriously allied Himself with fallen human beings. “The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14.  {CT 259.2} 

The Saviour gave the disciples practical lessons, teaching them how to work in such a way as to 
make souls glad in the truth. He sympathized with the weary, the heavy-laden, the oppressed. 
He fed the hungry and healed the sick. Constantly He went about doing good. By the good He 
accomplished, by His loving words and kindly deeds, He interpreted the gospel to men.          
{CH 498.2}   

Christ stood at the head of humanity in the garb of humanity. So full of sympathy and love was 
His attitude that the poorest was not afraid to come to Him. He was kind to all, easily 
approached by the most lowly. He went from house to house, healing the sick, feeding the 
hungry, comforting the mourners, soothing the afflicted, speaking peace to the distressed. He 
took the little children in His arms and blessed them, and spoke words of hope and comfort to 
the weary mothers. With unfailing tenderness and gentleness He met every form of human 
woe and affliction. Not for Himself, but for others, did He labor. He was willing to humble 
Himself, to deny Himself. He did not seek to distinguish Himself. He was the servant of all. It 
was His meat and drink to be a comfort and a consolation to others, to gladden the sad and 
heavy-laden ones with whom He daily came in contact.  {MM 19.3} 

The love which Christ diffuses through the whole being is a vitalizing power. Every vital part—
the brain, the heart, the nerves—it touches with healing. By it the highest energies of the being 
are roused to activity. It frees the soul from the guilt and sorrow, the anxiety and care, that 
crush the life forces. With it come serenity and composure. It implants in the soul, joy that 
nothing earthly can destroy—joy in the Holy Spirit—health-giving, life-giving joy.—MH 115 
(1905).  {2MCP 452.1} 

In striking contrast to the wrong and oppression so universally practised were the mission and 
work of Christ. . . . He planned a government which would use no force; His subjects would 
know no oppression. . . . Not as a fierce tyrant did He come, but as the Son of man; not to 
conquer the nations by His iron power, but “to preach good tidings unto the meek;” “to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound;” “to comfort all that mourn” (Isaiah 61:1, 2). He came as the divine Restorer, 
bringing to oppressed and downtrodden humanity the rich and abundant grace of Heaven, that 
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by the power of His righteousness, man, fallen and degraded though he was, might be a 
partaker of divinity. . . .  {AG 14.3} 

But thirty years was all that the world could endure of its Redeemer. For thirty years He dwelt 
in a world all seared and marred with sin, doing the work that no other one ever had done or 
ever could do (ST Feb. 15, 1899).  {5BC 1131.2} 

Heaven, looking down, and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine 
Instructor must come to earth. Men in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual 
light; for the world knew not God, and he must be revealed to their understanding. Truth 
looked down from heaven, and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of moral 
darkness and gloom enveloped the world, and the Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the 
clouds; for he was the light of the world. By his presence he could dissipate the gloomy shadow 
that Satan had cast between man and God. Darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people. Through the accumulated misrepresentations of the enemy, many were so deceived 
that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic character.                   
{RH, November 17, 1891 par. 6}   

The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to reveal the 
character of the Father to men, that they might worship him in spirit and in truth. Christ 
revealed to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form would not save 
them; for the kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to the world to sow it with 
truth. He held the keys to all the treasures of wisdom, and was able to open doors to science, 
and to reveal undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it essential to salvation. He presented to 
men that which was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in regard to the 
character of God, and sought to impress upon men the paternal love of the Father, who “so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” He urged upon men the necessity of prayer, repentance, 
confession, and the abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty, forbearance, mercy, and 
compassion, enjoining upon them to love, not only those who loved them, but those who hated 
them, who treated them despitefully. In this he was revealing to them the character of the 
Father, who is long-suffering, merciful, and gracious, slow to anger, and full of goodness and 
truth. Those who accepted his teaching were under the guardian care of angels, who were 
commissioned to strengthen, to enlighten, that the truth might renew and sanctify the soul.  
{RH, November 17, 1891 par. 7} 

Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to him the credit, 
of the whole purpose of his own mission on earth,—to set men right through the revelation of 
God. In Christ was arrayed before men the paternal grace and the matchless perfections of the 
Father. In his prayer just before his crucifixion, he declared, “I have manifested thy name.” “I 
have glorified thee on the earth; I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” When 
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the object of his mission was attained,—the revelation of God to the world,—the Son of God 
announced that his work was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was made 
manifest to men.   {ST, January 20, 1890 par. 9} 

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He represented the character 
of God, and was constantly engaged in service for God and man.  {8T 286.4} 

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that 
can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly 
present allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. 
Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose 
another master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, 
and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. 
In constantly beholding Him, we “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18.  {SC 72.1} 

Christ came to this world to show that by receiving power from on high, man can live an 
unsullied life. With unwearying patience and sympathetic helpfulness He met men in their 
necessities. By the gentle touch of grace He banished from the soul unrest and doubt, changing 
enmity to love, and unbelief to confidence.  {MH 25.1} 

Had God the Father come to our world and dwelt among us, humbling Himself, veiling His glory, 
that humanity might look upon Him, the history that we have of the life of Christ would not 
have been changed. . . . In every act of Jesus, in every lesson of His instruction, we are to see 
and hear and recognize God. In sight, in hearing, in effect, it is the voice and movements of the 
Father.  {TMK 338.4} 

But the work of human redemption is not all that is accomplished by the cross. The love of God 
is manifested to the universe. The prince of this world is cast out. The accusations which Satan 
has brought against God are refuted. The reproach which he has cast upon heaven is forever 
removed. Angels as well as men are drawn to the Redeemer. “I, if I be lifted up from the earth,” 
He said, “will draw all unto Me.”  {DA 626.1} 

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. Christ’s self-sacrificing love is revealed upon the 
cross. That man might be saved, He gave all that He had and then gave Himself. {9T 254.2} 

The meekness and humility that characterized the life of Christ will be made manifest in the life 
and character of those who “walk even as he walked.” {SD 81.5} 

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the 
unfallen worlds. Then the prevarications and accusations of him who had once been an exalted 
angel were seen in their true light. It was seen that his professedly spotless character was 
deceptive. His deeply laid scheme to exalt himself to supremacy was fully discerned. His 
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falsehoods were apparent to all. God’s authority was forever established. Truth triumphed over 
falsehood.  {RC 60.3}   

The heavenly universe had witnessed the weapons that were chosen by the Prince of life—the 
words of Scripture, “It is written”; and the weapons used by the prince of the world—falsehood 
and deception. They had seen the Prince of life deal in straightforward lines of truth, honesty, 
and integrity, while the prince of the world exercised his power of cunning, artful secrecy, 
intrigue, enmity, and revenge. They had seen the One who bore the banner of truth sacrifice 
everything, even His life, to maintain truth, while the one who bore the banner of rebellion 
continued to strengthen his accusations against the God of truth.  {RC 60.5}   

The heavenly worlds and heaven itself were amazed at God’s long forbearance.... The Lord had 
demonstrated His wisdom and justice in banishing Satan from heaven.... All the unfallen beings 
are now united in regarding God’s law as changeless. . . . His law has been proved faultless. His 
government is forever secure.—Signs of the Times, Aug. 27, 1902.  {RC 60.6} 

The death of Christ upon the cross made sure the destruction of him who has the power of 
death, who was the originator of sin. When Satan is destroyed, there will be none to tempt to 
evil; the atonement will never need to be repeated; and there will be no danger of another 
rebellion in the universe of God. That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world 
of darkness, will prevent sin in heaven. {TA 205.2}  

It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded from apostasy. 
Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were the angels before the 
fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden. . . . The plan 
of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against 
defection in unfallen worlds. . . . The death of Christ on the cross of Calvary is our only hope in 
this world, and it will be our theme in the world to come.—ST Dec. 30, 1889. {TA 205.3}  

Christ, in His life and His death, has forever settled the deep and comprehensive question 
whether there is self-denial with God, and whether God is light and love. This was the question 
agitated in the heavens above, which was the beginning of Satan’s alienation from God. The 
change or abolition of the laws of His government in the heavenly courts was demanded as the 
evidence of the love of God.—RH Oct. 21, 1902. {TA 206.1} 

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It 
was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of 
this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the 
character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the 
intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just 
before His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31, 32. 



Study Collection Prepared November, 2018         ©Pine Knoll Publications           pineknoll.org  Page 11 

The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to 
men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the 
rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the 
nature and the results of sin.  {PP 68.2} 

Through the plan of salvation a larger purpose is to be wrought out even than the salvation of 
man and the redemption of the earth. Through the revelation of the character of God in Christ, 
the beneficence of the divine government would be manifested before the universe, the charge 
of Satan refuted, the nature and results of sin made plain, and the perpetuity of the law fully 
demonstrated. {ST, February 13, 1893 par. 12} 

By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was the 
Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples He says, “I have 
declared unto them Thy name,”—”merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth,”—”that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the 
lesson book of the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, 
is the theme into which “angels desire to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless 
ages. {DA 19.2} 

To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, “It is finished,” had a deep significance. It was for 
them as well as for us that the great work of redemption had been accomplished. . . .              
{DA 758.2}   

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the 
unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings 
had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.         
{DA 758.3} 

It was in order that the heavenly universe might see the conditions of the covenant of 
redemption that Christ bore the penalty in behalf of the human race. The throne of Justice 
must be eternally and forever made secure, even tho the race be wiped out, and another 
creation populate the earth. By the sacrifice Christ was about to make, all doubts would be 
forever settled, and the human race would be saved if they would return to their allegiance. 
Christ alone could restore honor to God’s government. The cross of Calvary would be looked 
upon by the unfallen worlds, by the heavenly universe, by Satanic agencies, by the fallen race, 
and every mouth would be stopped. . . . (Emphasis supplied) {ST, July 12, 1899 par. 2}   

Who is able to describe the last scenes of Christ’s life on earth, His trial in the judgment hall, His 
crucifixion? Who witnessed these scenes?—The heavenly universe, God the Father, Satan and 
his angels. {ST, July 12, 1899 par. 3} 

 


