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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2019: “The Least of These”: Ministering to Those in Need 
Lesson 12 “To Love Mercy” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Matthew 6:25–33; James 1:5–8; 2:15, 16; Isaiah 52:7; 1 John 3:16–18; Isaiah 58:1–10. 

Memory Text   

“Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; he is gracious, and full of compassion, and 
righteous. A good man deals graciously and lends; he will guide his affairs with discretion” 
(Psalm 112:4, 5, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Kingdom Priorities 
III. Compassion Fatigue 
IV. Generosity 
V. Peacemaking 
VI. A Voice for the Voiceless 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “As we have seen, the Bible is filled with passionate descriptions of God’s concern 
for the poor and oppressed, as well as calls for His people to work in their behalf. 
Despite the attention given to these issues, this biblical mandate has seen just 
sporadic and partial fulfillment […] In response to the love and commands of God, 
living in light of the ministry and sacrifice of Jesus and empowered and guided by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, we must be compassionate, creative, and courageous in 
seeking ‘to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God’” (Micah 
6:8; Sabbath afternoon) How do we do it in the complex world of 21st century? 

2. “As was made clear in the teachings of Jesus and the New Testament writers, those 
who choose to live as members of the kingdom of God live by a different set of 
values and priorities than does the world.” (Sunday’s lesson)  

3. What kind of person am I becoming as far as my values are concerned? How do I live 
kingdom values in a power orientated society? Psychologists have discovered 
a phenomenon that they call moral licensing. It describes how people who perform 
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one good action often compensate by doing fewer good actions in the future. Their 
demonstration of ethical behavior subconsciously gave them license to act 
unethically when the chance arose. Amazingly, even just saying you would do 
something good can cause the moral licensing effect. This shows that people are 
often more concerned about looking or feeling good rather than actually doing 
good. 

4. “Today, people talk about ’compassion fatigue,’ the idea that we are so exposed to 
sorrow and tragedy that many of us become weary of the many causes that call for 
our emotional energy and financial support. Jesus was keenly aware of the evil and 
pain around Him; yet, He remained compassionate. So must we.” (Monday’s lesson) 

5. The temptation here is to focus on a touching human story, which then ostensibly 
represents a rather complex problem. Researchers solicited donations to help either 
one sick child or eight sick children. People gave more money to the single child than 
to the group of eight. Such a “downsizing” tries to deny the true complexity of the 
problems we face in our current world. 

6. What is the role of generosity in the Christian life? (Tuesday’s lesson) What does the 
New Testament teach about generosity? How does it differ from Old Testament 
times? Where can our generosity make the greatest difference? 

7. The lessons for Wednesday and Thursday discuss peacemaking and advocacy (being 
a voice for the voiceless). It is more about a lifestyle rather than occasional random 
acts.  

8. “At the heart of the gospel of Jesus is God’s gracious and grand act of peacemaking, 
reconciling sinful human beings to their Creator (see 2 Corinthians 5:18–21). And the 
reconciliation we receive becomes the pattern for us to be ‘ambassadors’ for this 
reconciliation for others, as well.” (Wednesday’s lesson)  

9. Why would Quakers be world-renowned in peacemaking and mediating (originating 
in 17th century; 380,000 members worldwide) rather than Adventists (originating in 
19th century, 20 million worldwide)? 

10. In medieval times people believed that a sacred vocation was holier than a secular. 
Thus men became priests and monks; women became nuns and nurses/teachers. 
But John Calvin changed that forever by teaching that any work that you do as for 
God is sacred! 

11. Thus “loving mercy” and changing the world can be done not only through the 
helping professions (medicine, ministry, aid work, social work, volunteering), but 
also advocating (with politicians, journalists, think-tanks or other people who are 
well placed to disseminate important ideas), research (improving the world by 
working on new ideas or technology), or giving (one’s time, advice, experience, 
money to God, good causes, charities, altruism; Romans 12:8). 
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

So even gentle Jesus said, “It is better that I go, and I’ll send the Holy Spirit who will come as a 
still small voice. He’ll come to be a teacher and a guide to lead you into the truth. You won’t see 
him. He won’t intimidate you. He only works with evidence. Most particularly he’ll help you 
understand the Bible.” For God does speak to us. He does answer our questions. But he does it 
through what we call his Word. We talk to God, and he talks to us as we study the scriptures.  
That’s why I believe that really thoughtful study of the scriptures is a form of prayer. That’s 
conversing with God as with a friend. Now some people pray a great deal, but never hear God 
speak back because they never spend much time reading the Bible. 

But if one reads the Bible and then responds to God, there is conversation as one thinks along, 
and says to God, “That’s marvelous, what I’ve just read.” This is conversation with God as with a 
friend, and that’s the meaning of prayer. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 
Conversations About God, #4, “God’s Way of Restoring Trust” recorded February, 1984, Loma 
Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following 
direct link: http://pkp.cc/4MMCAG 

 

What God wants for us: he wants us to be well. He created us perfect. Disorder, disease—these 
are not of his doing. These are all part of being caught up in the consequences of this revolt. But 
then we do know that God could heal, that’s true. And if he doesn’t seem to be doing it at this 
time, we might wonder why. But if you should say, “God, I wonder why,” would he be 
offended? Not for a moment!—on the authority of so many cases in scripture.  

But that God would be willing that this person should die? Is he a destructive God? An 
experience like this really tests the kind of person we believe our God to be. But even if one is 
not too clear on this, if one has learned that prayer is conversation with God as with a friend, 
then the one who is wondering would feel perfectly free to kneel down and really talk to God 
about this, and say, “God, this is not clear. It looks as if you are like this, and that’s the devil’s 
picture.” Or “it looks as if you are like that. You couldn’t be, could you? Or are you?” He would 
not be offended. He honors our questions. And there is great peace that comes from realizing 
we have a God toward whom we can direct such questions, even in agony at the time. So I think 
the answer is a long one in a way. Learn the good news about God. But one thing sure, if the 
Lord were here, how sympathetic he would be; but he would want to clear up the thought “I’m 
doing this to you.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, 
#6, “Evaluating the Evidence” recorded February, 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the 
entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/6MMCAG 
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Recommended Listening:  

Conversations About God #15 “Talking To God As A Friend” is available at:   

http://pkp.cc/15MMCAG 
 
 
 
Further Study with Ellen White 

Every flower is an expression of the love of God (Letter 24, 1899). {5BC 1086.9} 

We may be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Receiving Christ, we are clothed 
with power. An indwelling Saviour makes His power our property. . . . Christ’s presence in the 
heart is a vitalizing power, strengthening the entire being.  {FLB 62.7}   

Heaven and earth are no wider apart today than when shepherds listened to the angels’ song. 
Humanity is still as much the object of heaven’s solicitude as when common men of common 
occupations met angels at noonday, and talked with the heavenly messengers in the vineyards 
and the fields. To us in the common walks of life, heaven may be very near. Angels from the 
courts above will attend the steps of those who come and go at God’s command.  {DA 48.4} 

He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, can 
carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which appears to finite minds entangled and 
complicated, the Lord’s hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means to 
thwart the purposes of wicked counselors, and those who plot out mischief.  {4BC 1161.1} 

God is able and willing to bestow upon His servants all the strength they need and to give them 
the wisdom that their varied necessities demand. He will more than fulfill the highest 
expectations of those who put their trust in Him.  {AA 242.1} 

In matters of conscience the soul must be left untrammeled. No one is to control another’s 
mind, to judge for another, or to prescribe his duty. God gives to every soul freedom to think, 
and to follow his own convictions. “Every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” No 
one has a right to merge his own individuality in that of another. In all matters where principle 
is involved, “let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” Romans 14:12, 5. In Christ’s 
kingdom there is no lordly oppression, no compulsion of manner. The angels of heaven do not 
come to the earth to rule, and to exact homage, but as messengers of mercy, to co-operate 
with men in uplifting humanity.  {DA 550.6} 

Those who are truly Christians are bound with the chain of love which links earth to heaven, 
which binds finite man to the infinite God. The light that shines in the face of Jesus Christ shines 
in the hearts of His followers, to the glory of God.  {RC 104.4} 
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Christianity will make a man a gentleman. Christ was courteous, even to His persecutors; and 
His true followers will manifest the same spirit. Look at Paul when brought before rulers. His 
speech before Agrippa is an illustration of true courtesy as well as persuasive eloquence. The 
gospel does not encourage the formal politeness current with the world, but the courtesy that 
springs from real kindness of heart.  {GW 123.2}   

We are to be laborers together with the heavenly angels in presenting Jesus to the world. With 
almost impatient eagerness the angels wait for our co-operation; for man must be the channel 
to communicate with man. And when we give ourselves to Christ in wholehearted devotion, 
angels rejoice that they may speak through our voices to reveal God’s love.  {DA 297.3} 

The love of God alone can open and expand the heart, and give to love and sympathy a breadth 
and height that is without measure. Those who love Jesus will love all the children of God. The 
sense of personal infirmities and imperfections will lead the human agent to look away from 
self to Christ; and the Saviour’s love will break down every cold, Pharisaical barrier, it will banish 
all harshness and selfishness, and there will be a blending of soul with soul, even with those 
who are opposite in temperament.  {OHC 183.3} 

The heart that is in harmony with God is a partaker of the peace of heaven and will diffuse its 
blessed influence on all around. The spirit of peace will rest like dew upon hearts weary and 
troubled with worldly strife.  {HP 35.3}   

Christ’s followers are sent to the world with the message of peace. Whoever, by the quiet, 
unconscious influence of a holy life, shall reveal the love of Christ; whoever, by word or deed, 
shall lead another to renounce sin and yield his heart to God is a peacemaker.  {HP 35.4}   

And “blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 
The spirit of peace is evidence of their connection with heaven. The sweet savor of Christ 
surrounds them. The fragrance of the life, the loveliness of the character, reveal to the world 
the fact that they are children of God. Men take knowledge of them that they have been with 
Jesus.  {HP 35.5} 

There is no other ground of peace than this. The grace of Christ received into the heart, 
subdues enmity; it allays strife and fills the soul with love. He who is at peace with God and his 
fellow men cannot be made miserable. Envy will not be in his heart; evil surmisings will find no 
room there; hatred cannot exist. The heart that is in harmony with God is a partaker of the 
peace of heaven and will diffuse its blessed influence on all around. The spirit of peace will rest 
like dew upon hearts weary and troubled with worldly strife.  {MB 27.3} 

Jesus says, “My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” The peace spoken of by the great Teacher is larger 
and fuller than we have imagined. Christ is ready to do large things for us, to restore our 
natures by making us partakers of His divine nature. He waits to link our hearts with His heart of 
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infinite love, in order that we may be fully reconciled to God; but it is our privilege to 
understand that God loves us as He loves His Son. When we believe in Christ as our personal 
Saviour, the peace of Christ is ours. . . . Entering into communion with our Saviour, we enter the 
region of peace.  {LHU 332.2} 

The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the 
Spirit ceases not until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand 
the soul, giving it a capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly things, 
so that it will not rest short of the fullness. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; for they shall be filled.”  {DA 302.1} 

As through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven begins here. We respond to His invitation, Come, 
learn of Me, and in thus coming we begin the life eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to 
God through Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of glory 
will be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the more intense will be our happiness. As 
we walk with Jesus in this life, we may be filled with His love, satisfied with His presence. All 
that human nature can bear, we may receive here. {DA 331.3} 

Through the transforming grace of Christ, the fruits of the Spirit are made manifest in the life of 
those who were once dead in trespasses and sins. In disposition, in words, and in actions, they 
are seen to be partakers of the divine nature. This wonderful grace was revealed to Paul, and 
he worked constantly that others might be brought to a knowledge of these saving truths.             
{UL 309.4} 

Christ’s followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life 
is ministry. Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service—
service to God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher 
conception of life than they had ever known. By living to minister for others, man is brought 
into connection with Christ. The law of service becomes the connecting link which binds us to 
God and to our fellow men.  {COL 326.3} 

In His every word and act were revealed tender compassion, love, and mercy. The poorest and 
humblest were not afraid to approach Him. He always noticed the little children, and they were 
attracted to Him.  {UL 145.3} 

The love of God alone can open and expand the heart, and give to love and sympathy a breadth 
and height that is without measure. Those who love Jesus will love all the children of God. The 
sense of personal infirmities and imperfections will lead the human agent to look away from 
self to Christ; and the Saviour’s love will break down every cold, Pharisaical barrier, it will banish 
all harshness and selfishness, and there will be a blending of soul with soul, even with those 
who are opposite in temperament.  {OHC 183.3} 


