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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Third Quarter 2020: Making Friends for God: The Joy of Sharing in His Mission 
Lesson 12 “A Message Worth Sharing” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

2 Peter 1:12, 16–21; Revelation 19:11–18; Revelation 14:14–20; Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; 
Revelation 14:6–12. 

 

Memory Text   

“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a 
loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and 
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’ ” (Revelation 14:6, 7, 
NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Peter’s Present-Truth Message 
III. Revelation’s End-Time Focus 
IV. Revelation’s End-Time Message 
V. Understanding God’s Message More Fully 
VI. God’s Final Appeal 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “The Bible’s last book, Revelation, was written especially to prepare the world for 
Jesus’ return. It is an urgent message for this generation. In this week’s lesson, we 
will study Revelation’s relevance for a 21st century contemporary society. Together 
we will discover anew Jesus’ appeal to His last day church to share this end-time 
message.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. What does Peter have in mind when he speaks about the “present truth” as God’s 
message for his generation? (Sunday’s lesson) 

3. The various stories of Jesus, which reach a climax in the extraordinary revelation of 
glory at the transfiguration (the only time the transfiguration is mentioned outside 
of the three gospels!) show that one can read the entire ancient Jewish scriptures as 
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coming together at the point where the Messiah emerged. This God-given hindsight 
helps us to see the end from the beginning. This letter uniquely shows that the 
revelation of God’s glory in Jesus is closely connected with the promise that we also 
will come to ‘share in divine nature’. 

4. Monday’s lesson talks about Revelation’s end-time focus, and Tuesday’s lesson 
about Revelation’s end-time message. If Revelation has both an end-time focus and 
message, how could that message and focus be relevant then as well as now, and all 
the time in between? What message can the 21st century generation find in the 
book of Revelation? 

5. Thursday’s lesson speaks about the second and third angels’ message as God’s final 
appeal: “How can we explain the idea of the fall of Babylon or the concept of the 
mark of the beast in the most winsome way? That is, how can we present these 
truths in the least offensive way possible, even though we must understand that 
despite our best efforts some people will be offended?” 

6. What is the “message worth sharing”? How can we model humility, patience, and 
tolerance, all essential to our gospel witness in contemporary society? What are 
some of the practical ways that we can live out the Christian virtues of faith, hope, 
and love? 

7. How can we have our identity grounded in the story of Christ, and not in our political 
affiliation, race, or social status? How does the fact that we are all God’s children 
affect our finding common ground so that we seek peace, justice, and goodness for 
all? 

8. Which message touched your heart and spoke to you mightily? How is that 
connected with your personal story? Because God reveals himself through stories, 
how can our stories–both old and new–offer hope, encouragement, and practical 
guidance for maintaining a faithful presence and impact in our divided world? 

9. To communicate effectively, we must understand our message—the gospel—and 
the world into which we are communicating. Understanding the world into which 
we are translating the gospel requires relationships—the kinds of relationships that 
we form when we find common ground with our neighbors. 

10. We all have different gifts and passions, and thus in our own unique ways we are 
able to model the roles that we are called to fulfill within our spheres of influence in 
our pluralistic world. What can we do in the coming week that will contribute to the 
‘message worth sharing’ being shared and effectively communicated? 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

The purpose of the plan of salvation is to restore that trust, to bring the rebellion to an end, and 
thus to establish at-one-ment once again in the whole universe. All of God’s children are 
unavoidably involved. 
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Some seem to find it disappointing, even offensive, to learn that Christ did not die primarily for 
them. But unless God wins this war and reestablishes peace in his family, our salvation is 
meaningless. Who would want to live for eternity in a warring universe? 

Without this larger understanding of a conflict that has involved the universe, it’s hard to 
understand Paul’s explanation that Jesus shed his blood to bring peace, reconciliation, and 
unity to God’s children in heaven as well as on earth. But recognition of the war and its issues 
helps one to take a larger view of the cross and of the plan of salvation and atonement. 

The kind of unity God desires cannot be commanded or produced by force or fear. In the course 
of human history, many tyrants have tried to maintain unity by terror and brutality. But that 
kind of at-one-ment does not last. Look at what has happened in a number of countries just in 
recent years. 

The kind of at-one-ment God desires is described in the New Testament as a unity that is 
“inherent in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God.” People who love and trust the 
same Jesus and the same God are naturally attracted to each other. The same truth about God 
that sets them free from tyranny and fear binds them together in the firmest kind of unity. 
Friends of a friendly God enjoy at-one-ment with each other. 

This is where the meaning of the cross is so important. There can be no friendship and at-one-
ment where there is fear. Calvary says there is no need to be afraid of God. When God says, “Be 
my friend,” he’s not saying, “Be my friend or I’ll punish you severely; I’ll even put you to death.” 
You don’t talk that way to friends—especially if you want to keep their friendship. And 
friendship is the whole purpose and meaning of atonement. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or 
Friends? Another Look at God, 164-165. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.} 

http://www.pineknoll.org/graham/sof/chapter12.html 

 

Recommended Listening:  

Conversations About God #16 “God’s Last Pleading with His Children” is available at:  
http://pkp.cc/16MMCAG 

 

The entire series by Graham Maxwell on the Three Angel’s Messages is available at: 
http://pkp.cc/MM3ANGELSM 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

With intense interest the unfallen worlds had watched to see Jehovah arise, and sweep away 
the inhabitants of the earth. And if God should do this, Satan was ready to carry out his plan for 
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securing to himself the allegiance of heavenly beings. He had declared that the principles of 
God’s government make forgiveness impossible. Had the world been destroyed, he would have 
claimed that his accusations were proved true. He was ready to cast blame upon God, and to 
spread his rebellion to the worlds above. But instead of destroying the world, God sent His Son 
to save it. Though corruption and defiance might be seen in every part of the alien province, a 
way for its recovery was provided. At the very crisis, when Satan seemed about to triumph, the 
Son of God came with the embassage of divine grace. Through every age, through every hour, 
the love of God had been exercised toward the fallen race. Notwithstanding the perversity of 
men, the signals of mercy had been continually exhibited. And when the fullness of the time 
had come, the Deity was glorified by pouring upon the world a flood of healing grace that was 
never to be obstructed or withdrawn till the plan of salvation should be fulfilled.  {DA 37.2} 

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through the 
things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can know, He 
has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but imperfectly represent His love. Though all 
these evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of men, so that they 
looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to 
conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,—one who is a severe judge, a 
harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to 
discern the errors and mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to 
remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to 
live among men.  {SC 10.3} 

Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, a God of mercy, tenderness, and 
compassion. By the world’s Redeemer the thick darkness with which Satan had enshrouded the 
throne of the Deity was swept away, and the Father was again manifest to men as the Light of 
life.  {RH, February 15, 1912 par. 4} 

Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Then 
Jesus came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the 
character that has been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the 
will. He came to lift us up from the dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of 
His divine character, and to make it beautiful with His own glory.  {DA 37.3} 

After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples on the way to Emmaus, and, “beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.” Luke 24:27. The hearts of the disciples were stirred. Faith was kindled. 
They were “begotten again into a lively hope” even before Jesus revealed Himself to them. It 
was His purpose to enlighten their understanding and to fasten their faith upon the “sure word 
of prophecy.” He wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, not merely because it was 
supported by His personal testimony, but because of the unquestionable evidence presented 
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by the symbols and shadows of the typical law, and by the prophecies of the Old Testament. It 
was needful for the followers of Christ to have an intelligent faith, not only in their own behalf, 
but that they might carry the knowledge of Christ to the world. {GC 349.1} 

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race 
the divine image by a constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly 
courts. . . . The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit gave themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption.  {AG 190.2}   

The appreciation of the Bible grows with its study. Whichever way the student may turn, he will 
find displayed the infinite wisdom and love of God. {COL 132.5} 

The truths of God’s word are not mere sentiments, but the utterances of the Most High. He 
who makes these truths a part of his life becomes in every sense a new creature. He is not given 
new mental powers, but the darkness that through ignorance and sin has clouded the 
understanding is removed.  {CT 452.2}   

God is the author of truth. He enlightens the darkened understanding and gives to the human 
mind power to grasp and comprehend the truths which He has revealed.  {SL 49.1} 

The words of God are the wellsprings of life. As you seek unto those living springs you will, 
through the Holy Spirit, be brought into communion with Christ. Familiar truths will present 
themselves to your mind in a new aspect, texts of Scripture will burst upon you with a new 
meaning as a flash of light, you will see the relation of other truths to the work of redemption, 
and you will know that Christ is leading you, a divine Teacher is at your side.  {MB 20.1} 

To His faithful followers Christ has been a daily companion, a familiar friend. They have lived in 
close, constant communion with God. Upon them the glory of the Lord has risen. In them the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ has been reflected. Now 
they rejoice in the undimmed rays of the brightness and glory of the King in His majesty. They 
are prepared for the communion of heaven, for they have heaven in their hearts.  {OHC 367.4}   

The truth will have the same molding influence upon hearts whatever the nationalities. Every 
human heart that accepts the truth will bow to the majesty of its sway, and when Christ is 
abiding in the heart by faith they will be of one mind, for Christ is not divided. They will be 
strong in His strength, happy and united in His peace. The truth is the same in its subduing 
power upon all hearts. It will refine and ennoble the heart of the receiver.  {OHC 171.5} 

To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and thus make Him known. And in 
whatever way we make known the Father or the Son, we glorify God (MS 16, 1890).                  
{7BC 979.4} 

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, 
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how quickly the whole world would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great 
harvest would be ripened, and Christ would come to gather the precious grain.  {COL 69.2} 

But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It 
was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of 
this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the 
character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the 
intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just 
before His crucifixion He said: “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.” John 12:31, 32. 
The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to 
men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the 
rebellion of Satan. {PP 68.2} 

To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, “It is finished,” had a deep significance. It was for 
them as well as for us that the great work of redemption had been accomplished. They with us 
share the fruits of Christ’s victory.  {DA 758.2}   

Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the 
unfallen worlds. The archapostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings 
had not understood his principles. They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.           
{DA 758.3} 

It was by deception that Satan seduced angels; thus he has in all ages carried forward his work 
among men, and he will continue this policy to the last. Should he openly profess to be warring 
against God and His law, men would beware; but he disguises himself, and mixes truth with 
error. The most dangerous falsehoods are those that are mingled with truth. It is thus that 
errors are received that captivate and ruin the soul. By this means Satan carries the world with 
him. But a day is coming when his triumph will be forever ended.  {PP 338.3}   

God’s dealings with rebellion will result in fully unmasking the work that has so long been 
carried on under cover. The results of Satan’s rule, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, 
will be laid open to the view of all created intelligences. The law of God will stand fully 
vindicated. It will be seen that all the dealings of God have been conducted with reference to 
the eternal good of His people, and the good of all the worlds that He has created. Satan 
himself, in the presence of the witnessing universe, will confess the justice of God’s 
government and the righteousness of His law.  {PP 338.4}   

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely—
because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. 
When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human 
inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of 
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a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The 
essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is 
right—because right doing is pleasing to God.  {COL 97.3} 

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The 
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of 
love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are 
renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of 
God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is 
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, “I will 
put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the 
law is written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of 
love—is the true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments.” “He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is 
faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render 
obedience.  {SC 60.2} 

The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side, as 
from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As 
received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal 
ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by 
revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness, seeks to shield them from the evils 
that result from transgression.  {1SM 235.1}   

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the 
punishment upon himself. His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure 
result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a change of character, 
and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men separate 
themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is 
ruin and death.  {1SM 235.2}   

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He 
will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into 
conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. 
The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know 
God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience. Through an 
appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion with God, sin will become hateful 
to us.  {DA 668.3}   


