Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Fourth Quarter 2020: Education
Lesson 6 “More Lessons From the Master Teacher”

Read for this week’s study
Genesis 3:1–11; Romans 5:11–19; Genesis 28:10–17; John 1:1–14; Matthew 15:21–28;
Mark 10:46–52.

Memory Text
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go your way; your faith has made you well.’ And immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus on the road” (Mark 10:52, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction
Instead of Hiding
On the Run
Rabbi Jesus
A Woman Talks Back
A Student Who Gets It
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Jon Paulien
1.

Who among us hasn’t said or done things we regret? Be prepared to share a story of
your own that can help others connect with what it feels like to truly fail and to
experience the kind of shame that Adam and Eve experienced? (Sabbath afternoon)

2.

Read Genesis 3:1-11. Why would God have asked Adam and Eve, “Where are you?”
Why did God forbid this particular tree? What did eating of the fruit represent? Read
Romans 5:11-19. What does this passage tell us about how God intended to undo
what Adam did? If one views Romans 5 in light of the cosmic conflict, how does it
read differently? What role does awareness of human sin play in Christian
education? (Sunday’s Lesson)

3.

Read Genesis 28:10-17. What is the context of this story and what does it teach us
about how God treats those who are “on the run.” While God uses suffering to get
our attention and encourage us to renew our trust in Him, why do people wait until
their lives are a mess before they turn to God? (Monday’s Lesson)
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4.

Read John 1:1-14. What are these texts telling us about who Jesus was and what He
was doing here on earth? What does this have to do with His role on earth as a
teacher? (Tuesday’s Lesson)

5.

Read Matthew 15:21-28 and Mark 7:24-30. Notice how the disciples treat the
woman. Does Jesus seem to treat her differently? How does the woman respond? Is
there a lesson for us in Jesus’ teaching style as exhibited in this story? When is it
appropriate to talk back to a teacher, or even to God? (Wednesday’s Lesson)

6.

Read Mark 10: 46-52. Is Mark drawing a contrast here between the behavior of the
blind man and Jesus’ disciples? What kind of student is most likely to be successful in
Jesus’ “class”? Read Hebrews 5:12-14. What does this passage teach us about true
education? (Thursday’s Lesson)

7.

What is the difference between mediocre Bible teaching and the compelling kind
that really makes a difference in people’s lives? (Friday’s Lesson)

8.

What does the idea of the church as the “body of Christ” imply about the
importance of discussion in the teaching of truth? (Friday’s Lesson)

9.

How do we learn to discern between good and evil? How do we define what is good
and what is evil? (Friday’s Lesson)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell
One view sees the plan of salvation and God’s gracious provisions, such as the death of Christ
on the cross, as being primarily offered to adjust our legal standing in the sight of God, because
as sinners, we are guilty. And guilty as we are, justice and law demand that we be executed.
And the only way to avoid being executed, and there are many, various explanations of
execution; these are the various views of hell. We all have views of hell, the longer view, the
medium view and the shorter view; there are many views of hell. But if God is the executioner,
then we do well to be preoccupied with our legal standing. And unless we be forgiven, he will
go ahead and do this to us; he must. Law and justice require it. And if he doesn’t go through
with this, the universe will conclude he is unjust. And if he’s unjust, you wouldn’t trust him, and
now you’re getting over into the other view, which always amuses me, that if you pursue even
the legal view logically to its conclusions you wind up with the other one.
But now in the larger view, which uses all sixty-six books and has no problems with Ellen White,
sin is not understood as a legal problem. Sin is a very real problem that has had devastating
consequences on us physically, mentally, spiritually, socially. Sin is a breach of trust, as Romans
14 says. Sin is treachery. Sin is what Lucifer did in the beginning, for which you could not have
called him in before church counsel. What had he done? Nothing! Except the most devastating
thing that can ever be done. He nearly destroyed the universe, that’s how bad it was. And
because of this distrust, and the consequential unwillingness to listen and allow God to look
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after us and heal the damage done, enormous damage has been done to sinners. We’re not in
legal trouble, we’re in trouble. We’re not in danger of being executed, we’re dying. That’s the
difference. And I believe it makes all the difference in the world. I would not go to a doctor who
would kill his patients for not cooperating. But if I’m dying, I need a doctor. And if I go and don’t
cooperate, I still may die. But my understanding is, that in this larger view, this great
controversy view, this sixty-six book view, we’re all dying. And if God were to leave us alone,
that’s it.
But he hasn’t. He’s pursued us through the years, trying to win us back to trust. And of course,
you don’t expect people to trust without evidence. You don’t make claims; you offer
demonstrations; that’s the content of the sixty-six books, God’s demonstration of the kind of
person he is. And the way he’s handled this emergency is the greatest demonstration of all. As
to, not how he treats his friends, but how he treats his enemies. How he treats the sick and the
dying; how does he seek to win them back to trust? And some of us find that very wonderful.
So the purpose of the plan of salvation is not to adjust our legal standing, but the purpose of
the plan of salvation is to win us back to trust so he can heal us, which he can readily do, and it
is to confirm the trust of the onlooking universe. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio
presentation, Questions People Are Asking About the Plan of Salvation, recorded April 1983,
Redlands, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following
direct links:
http://pkp.cc/1MMQUESTP (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/2MMQUESTP (Part 2)

And you ask, “Why would you do it that way? You’re always trying to say something about
yourself when you do this.” And I think one has to look up all comparable places in the Bible,
where God does things like this. And I see him always as such a teacher, meeting people where
they are, speaking a language they can understand, leading them no faster than they are able
to follow. And if you need a wet fleece, followed by a dry one, to have faith; too bad that that
would be required, but God provided.
Remember the man with the withered hand? Jesus didn’t spit on his hand. He just said, “Hold
your hand out.” And it was well. Apparently that’s all that man needed. God always tailors
things to our needs, where we are. And this is why, when missionary stories come in that are
extraordinary, my first impulse is to believe them, though on inquiry, every once in a while, I’ve
found there’s a natural explanation for some of them. But more often than not, it was a
perfectly true, corroborated story. God was meeting those people where they were, and doing
something that they needed. But ultimately, doesn’t God wish us to trust him without wet
fleeces and dry ones, and spittle on the eye, and so forth? But he’s very gracious. {Graham
Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 – Mark, recorded April
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1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the
following direct links:
http://pkp.cc/53MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/54MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White
The atonement of Christ is not a mere skillful way to have our sins pardoned; it is a divine
remedy for the cure of transgression and the restoration of spiritual health. It is the Heavenordained means by which the righteousness of Christ may be not only upon us but in our hearts
and characters (Letter 406, 1906). {6BC 1074.2}
The Lord declares by His prophet, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. While the sinner is yet far from the Father’s
house, wasting his substance in a strange country, the Father’s heart is yearning over him; and
every longing awakened in the soul to return to God is but the tender pleading of His Spirit,
wooing, entreating, drawing the wanderer to his Father’s heart of love. {SC 54.1}
Through belief in Satan’s misrepresentation of God, man’s character and destiny were changed,
but if men will believe in the Word of God, they will be transformed in mind and character, and
fitted for eternal life. To believe that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16),
will change the heart, and reproduce in man the image of God. {1SM 346.1}
All heaven is interested in our salvation. The angels of God, thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand, are commissioned to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation. They guard us against evil and press back the powers of darkness that are seeking our
destruction. {6T 63.3}
Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not cast off those who have been deceived
and tempted and betrayed into sin, but who have returned unto Him with true repentance.
While Satan seeks to destroy this class, God will send His angels to comfort and protect them in
the time of peril. The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his delusions are terrible; but
the Lord’s eye is upon His people, and His ear listens to their cries. {GC 621.1}
Christ was the greatest teacher the world has ever known. He came to this earth to shed
abroad the bright beams of truth, that men might gain a fitness for heaven. “For this cause
came I into the world,” He declared, “that I should bear witness unto the truth.” John 18:37. He
came to reveal the character of the Father, that men might be led to worship Him in spirit and
in truth. {CT 259.1}
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Christ stands before us as the pattern Man, the great Medical Missionary—an example for all
who should come after. His love, pure and holy, blessed all who came within the sphere of its
influence. His character was absolutely perfect, free from the slightest stain of sin. He came as
an expression of the perfect love of God, not to crush, not to judge and condemn, but to heal
every weak, defective character, to save men and woman from Satan’s power. {MM 20.1}
Every weak, doubting, struggling soul who yields fully to the Lord is placed in direct touch with
agencies that enable him to overcome. Heaven is near to him, and he has the support and help
of angels of mercy in every time of trial and need. {AA 299.1}
The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. Not one that in
penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s
power. The Saviour is by the side of His tempted and tried ones. With Him there can be no such
thing as failure, loss, impossibility, or defeat; we can do all things through Him who strengthens
us. When temptations and trials come, do not wait to adjust all the difficulties, but look to
Jesus, your helper. {DA 490.5}
But though the conflict is a ceaseless one, none are left to struggle alone. Angels help and
protect those who walk humbly before God. Never will our Lord betray one who trusts in Him.
As His children draw near to Him for protection from evil, in pity and love He lifts up for them a
standard against the enemy. Touch them not, He says; for they are Mine. I have graven them
upon the palms of My hands. {PK 570.4}
If in our ignorance we make missteps, the Saviour does not forsake us. We need never feel that
we are alone. Angels are our companions. The Comforter that Christ promised to send in His
name abides with us. In the way that leads to the City of God there are no difficulties which
those who trust in Him may not overcome. There are no dangers which they may not escape.
There is not a sorrow, not a grievance, not a human weakness, for which He has not provided a
remedy. {MH 249.1}
The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defense of every contrite soul. No one who in
penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s
power. It is true that Satan is a powerful being; but, thank God, we have a mighty Saviour, who
cast out the evil one from heaven. {MH 94.3}
All heaven is interested in our salvation. The angels of God, thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand, are commissioned to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation. They guard us against evil and press back the powers of darkness that are seeking our
destruction. {6T 63.3}
He finds His faithful ones, and holds communion with them, encouraging and strengthening
them. And angels of God, that excel in strength, are sent forth by God to minister to His human
workers who are speaking the truth to those who know it not. {8T 17.3}
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The angels of heaven are sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation. We
know not now who they are; it is not yet made manifest who shall overcome, and share the
inheritance of the saints in light; but angels of heaven are passing throughout the length and
breadth of the earth, seeking to comfort the sorrowing, to protect the imperiled, to win the
hearts of men to Christ. Not one is neglected or passed by. God is no respecter of persons, and
He has an equal care for all the souls He has created. {DA 639.1}
Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to the earth. Through the misrepresentations of the enemy, many were
so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic
character. Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for the world
knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked down from
heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and
gloom enveloped the world. The Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds; for He is the
light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had cast
between man and God.—First published Nov. 17, 1891. {CT 28.1}
Jesus was the healer of the body as well as of the soul. He was interested in every phase of
suffering that came under His notice, and to every sufferer He brought relief, His kind words
having a soothing balm. None could say that He had worked a miracle; but virtue—the healing
power of love—went out from Him to the sick and distressed. Thus in an unobtrusive way He
worked for the people from His very childhood. And this was why, after His public ministry
began, so many heard Him gladly. {DA 92.1}
From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might
secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men
to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed
with the attributes of the prince of evil himself,—as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,—that He
might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of
those whom he had deceived that they would put God out of their knowledge. Then he would
obliterate the divine image in man and impress his own likeness upon the soul; he would imbue
men with his own spirit and make them captives according to his will. . . . {5T 738.1}
Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of mercy, tenderness, and
compassion. The thick darkness with which Satan had endeavored to enshroud the throne of
Deity was swept away by the world’s Redeemer, and the Father was again manifest to men as
the light of life. {5T 738.4}
The Majesty of heaven was not discerned in the disguise of humanity. He was the divine
Teacher sent from God, the glorious Treasure given to humanity. He was fairer than the sons of
men, but His matchless glory was hidden under a cover of poverty and suffering. He veiled His
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glory in order that divinity might touch humanity, and the treasure of immense value was not
discerned by the human race.... {TMK 58.4}
There was but one hope for the human race—that into this mass of discordant and corrupting
elements might be cast a new leaven; that there might be brought to mankind the power of a
new life; that the knowledge of God might be restored to the world. {Ed 76.1}
Christ came to restore this knowledge. He came to set aside the false teaching by which those
who claimed to know God had misrepresented Him. He came to manifest the nature of His law,
to reveal in His own character the beauty of holiness. {Ed 76.2}
In Christ’s parable teaching the same principle is seen as in His own mission to the world. That
we might become acquainted with His divine character and life, Christ took our nature and
dwelt among us. Divinity was revealed in humanity; the invisible glory in the visible human
form. Men could learn of the unknown through the known; heavenly things were revealed
through the earthly; God was made manifest in the likeness of men. So it was in Christ’s
teaching: the unknown was illustrated by the known; divine truths by earthly things with which
the people were most familiar. {COL 17.1}
Christ did not deal in abstract theories, but in that which is essential to the development of
character, that which will enlarge man’s capacity for knowing God, and increase his efficiency to
do good. He spoke to men of those truths that relate to the conduct of life, and that take hold
upon eternity. {COL 23.1}
Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with
men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” {MH 143.3}
The prince of teachers, He sought access to the people by the pathway of their most familiar
associations. He presented the truth in such a way that ever after it was to His hearers
intertwined with their most hallowed recollections and sympathies. He taught in a way that
made them feel the completeness of His identification with their interests and happiness. His
instruction was so direct, His illustrations were so appropriate, His words so sympathetic and
cheerful, that His hearers were charmed. The simplicity and earnestness with which He
addressed the needy, hallowed every word. {MH 23.1}
He dined and lodged with the rich and the poor, and made Himself familiar with the interests
and occupations of men, that He might gain access to their hearts. The learned and the most
intellectual were gratified and charmed with His discourses, and yet they were so plain and
simple as to be comprehended by the humblest minds. {3T 214.2}
Christ reached the people where they were. He presented the plain truth to their minds in the
most forcible and simple language. The humble poor, the most unlearned, could comprehend,
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through faith in him, the most exalted truths of God. No one needed to consult the learned
doctors as to his meaning. He did not perplex the ignorant with mysterious inferences, or use
unaccustomed and learned words, of which they had no knowledge. The greatest teacher the
world has ever known, was the most definite, simple, and practical in his instruction.
{RH, April 17, 1888 par. 7}
No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the Maker of
all mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ
came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple, that
every soul may have free access to God. His love is so broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates
everywhere. It lifts out of Satan’s circle the poor souls who have been deluded by his
deceptions. It places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne encircled by the
rainbow of promise. {COL 386.2}
Christ recognized no distinction of nationality or rank or creed. The scribes and Pharisees
desired to make a local and a national benefit of the gifts of heaven, and to exclude the rest of
God’s family in the world. But Christ came to break down every wall of partition. He came to
show that His gift of mercy and love is as unconfined as the air, the light, or the showers of rain
that refresh the earth. {RC 27.2}
The life of Christ established a religion in which there is no caste, a religion by which Jew and
Gentile, free and bond, are linked in a common brotherhood, equal before God. No question of
policy influenced His movements. He made no difference between neighbors and strangers,
friends and enemies. That which appealed to His heart was a soul thirsting for the waters of life.
{RC 27.3}
He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every
soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time
and the circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made
Him more conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with
hope the roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might
become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as would make them manifest as
the children of God. {RC 27.4}
Often He met those who had drifted under Satan’s control, and who had no power to break
from his snare. To such a one, discouraged, sick, tempted, fallen, Jesus would speak words of
tenderest pity, words that were needed and could be understood. Others He met who were
fighting a hand-to-hand battle with the adversary of souls. These He encouraged to persevere,
assuring them that they would win; for angels of God were on their side, and would give them
the victory. {RC 27.5}
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At the table of the publicans He sat as an honored guest, by His sympathy and social kindliness
showing that He recognized the dignity of humanity; and men longed to become worthy of His
confidence. Upon their thirsty hearts His words fell with blessed, life-giving power. New
impulses were awakened, and to these outcasts of society there opened the possibility of a new
life. {RC 27.6}
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