Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
First Quarter 2021: Isaiah: “Comfort My People”
Lesson 10 “Doing the Unthinkable”

Read for this week’s study
Isaiah 50:4–10; Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Isaiah 53:3–9; Isaiah 53:10–12.
Memory Text
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5,
NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Introduction
Isaiah’s Testing Truth (Isaiah 50:4–10)
The Suffering Servant Poem (Isaiah 52:13–53:12)
Who Has Believed? (Isaiah 52:13–53:12)
The Unreachable Is Us! (Isaiah 53:3–9)
A Transforming Reparation Offering (Isaiah 53:10–12)
Further Study

Questions and Notes for Consideration
Facilitator: Daniel Duda
1.

“By doing the unthinkable, that is, humbly ‘taking the form of a slave’ (Philippians
2:7, NRSV), Jesus had reached the unreachable—you and me and all the world
steeped and lost in the abyss of sin. This week we’ll see this incredible event
prophesied hundreds of years before it happened.” (Sabbath afternoon)

2.

There are four servant cycles in Isaiah 40-55. They focus on a string of divine actions
and blessings geared towards deliverance (42; 49; 50; 53) and divine judgments
(43-48; 50:1-3; 50:17-23; 53:4-12) that address Israel’s sin as an obstruction to God’s
kingdom.

3.

This is the third revelation/unveiling of the ministering servant (after 42:1-9;
49:1-12). How does he compare with Israel (50:1-3)? What new features do we
discover here (v. 6)? What spiritual principles can be applied from the servant’s
ministry (50:4-10)? (Sunday’s lesson)
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4.

The fourth revelation of the ministering servant (52:13-53:12) unveils how God will
restore his people to himself so that they are his servants (as in chapters 41-48).
(See Monday’s lesson)

5.

He is the “arm of the Lord” (53:1; 50:2), his power for deliverance is in surrender not
only to God but surprisingly to his abusers also. The poem is carefully structured in
five stanzas with three sentences each (52:13-15; 53:1-3; 4-6; 7-9; 10-12)

6.

What is the significance of the progression: Exaltation (52:13-15), Humiliation
(53:4-9); Exaltation (53:10-12)? (Tuesday’s & Wednesday’s lessons) Where does the
Bible story lead us? From the “Seed” to Abraham, to David, to the Servant, to the
cross as a great transitional event.

7.

What is the problem that the servant solves (vs. 10-12)? (See Thursday’s lesson)
How do we read Isaiah 53? Through medieval eyes, a reformation prism, or 19th
century eyes? What caused the exclusion from God and was an obstruction to the
kingdom? What is the double problem of sin and how is it addressed?

8.

How does Jesus see his death (Luke 22:37)? How did the early church see it (Acts
8:32-35)? What do we mean when we confess that Jesus “died for our sins”? How
did the understanding of the meaning change throughout the centuries?

9.

What is the significance of Isaiah 53 for us today, especially those living in a secular
environment? How does the New Testament connect the death of Jesus with his
resurrection, and the “name” of Jesus with forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47; Acts
2:36-38)?

10.

If the sins of Israel resulted in the long exile (beyond the return from captivity), how
is what Jesus does part of Israel’s restoration and reaching out to the whole world
(Acts 8:12.16; 16:18)? What difference does your understanding of Isaiah 53 make in
your practical life?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell
The people thought, “If we offer these sacrifices, it will somehow appease the anger of God,
and he’ll be pleased.” And that’s been even carried down to the sacrifice of Christ, that if we
point God to the fact that Jesus died in our stead, maybe his anger will be appeased. That’s the
heathen view. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself. These sacrifices were not
to appease God. They were to say something to us that might lead us to be contrite, to be
humble, to realize how serious sin is, and to say, “God, I really need not just to be forgiven, I
need to be completely changed. A new heart and a right spirit, and all those things.” If the
sacrifice of Jesus doesn’t lead us to that understanding, it does no good. And David was
beginning to understand that. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of
God in All 66 – 2 Samuel, recorded November 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire
audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links:
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*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983:
http://pkp.cc/15MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/16MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

As he experienced this separation from his Father, so great was this agony, that his physical
pain was hardly felt. With amazement angels witnessed the Saviour’s despairing agony. Note
the words, agony, fear, consternation. He was really tempted to doubt all that he’d been
teaching. He even wondered if he’d rise again.
Maybe he was tempted to believe this legal explanation that the second death is, you die and
stay dead forever. And if he was going to pay the price for sin, he would have to die, and stay
dead forever. He would never rise again. But he didn’t come to pay that penalty. He came to
answer the questions, and as soon as he had answered them (he did wait over Sabbath, to add
more meanings to the Sabbath, so that every Sabbath we’d remember the questions he’d
answered on Friday) he arose a great while before it was day, and he hastened to heaven. And
he said to Mary, “Don’t detain me! I have to hasten to heaven.” And he appeared before his
Father, and the angels, and he said, “Was it enough?” To pay the price of sin? “No,” they could
have said, “You’re supposed to stay dead for eternity. You hurry back! We’ll not let anybody
know you were out.” They never said such a thing! They said, “It is more than enough. You’ve
cleared up all our questions. You’ve confirmed our trust without fear for eternity.” And he came
back down to see if the twelve had got the message, and they were all in a deep depression. It
took him a long time to revive them.
And to this present day, do we really accept what he came to reveal at such infinite cost, that
he does not wish to be served from fear. The Father will no more kill us at the end of the
millennium than he killed his Son—which leads some to believe that he did kill his Son as he will
kill the wicked at the end. How have you worked this out yourself? How did Jesus resolve these
questions on the cross? {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in
all 66 – Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the
above reference, click on the following direct links:
http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1) http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2)

Further Study with Ellen White
It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded from apostasy.
Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were the angels before the
fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden. . . . The plan
of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against
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defection in unfallen worlds. . . . The death of Christ on the cross of Calvary is our only hope in
this world, and it will be our theme in the world to come.—ST Dec. 30, 1889. {TA 205.3}
The death of Christ upon the cross made sure the destruction of him who has the power of
death, who was the originator of sin. When Satan is destroyed, there will be none to tempt to
evil; the atonement will never need to be repeated; and there will be no danger of another
rebellion in the universe of God. That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world
of darkness, will prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by
saints and angels. Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels
ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the
sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are
guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure against evil than were
the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed
in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security in earth or heaven must look to the
Lamb of God. {5BC 1132.8}
The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with
healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}
This truth has been to many a cause of doubt and unbelief. When Christ came into the world,—
the Son of God and the Son of man,—He was not understood by the people of His time. Christ
stooped to take upon Himself human nature, that He might reach the fallen race and lift them
up. But the minds of men had become darkened by sin, their faculties were benumbed and
their perceptions dulled, so that they could not discern His divine character beneath the garb of
humanity. {5T 746.3}
Christ, the Light of the world, veiled the dazzling splendor of His divinity and came to live as a
man among men, that they might, without being consumed, become acquainted with their
Creator. No man has seen God at any time except as He is revealed through Christ. . . .
{8T 265.2}
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God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and
His character. He sent His Son into the world to reveal, so far as could be endured by human
sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible God. . . . {8T 265.5}
Christ revealed all of God that sinful human beings could bear without being destroyed. He is
the divine Teacher, the Enlightener. Had God thought us in need of revelations other than those
made through Christ and in His written word, He would have given them. {8T 266.1}
Looking upon man, God saw his desperate rebellion, and He devised a remedy. Christ was His
gift to the world for man’s reconcilement. The Son of God was appointed to come to this earth
to take humanity and by His own example to be a great educating power among men. His
experience in man’s behalf was to enable men to resist Satan’s power. He came to mold
character and to give mental power, to shed abroad the beams of true education, that the true
aim of life might not be lost sight of. The sons of men had had a practical knowledge of evil;
Christ came to the world to show them that He had planted for them the tree of life, the leaves
of which are for the healing of the nations. {CT 33.3}
Christ reached the people where they were. He presented the plain truth to their minds in the
most forcible, simple language. The humble poor, the most unlearned, could comprehend,
through faith in Him, the most exalted truths. No one needed to consult the learned doctors as
to His meaning. He did not perplex the ignorant with mysterious inferences, or use
unaccustomed and learned words, of which they had no knowledge. The greatest Teacher the
world has ever known, was the most definite, simple, and practical in His instruction.
{GW 49.3}
Christ came to the earth, taking humanity and standing as man’s representative, to show in the
controversy with Satan that man, as God created him, connected with the Father and the Son,
could obey every divine requirement. Speaking through His servant He declares, “His
commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). It was sin that separated man from his God, and
it is sin that maintains this separation. {1SM 253.4}
In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be
broken. Through the eternal ages He is linked with us. . . . “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: . . .” (Isaiah 9:6). God has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has
carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the “Son of man” who shares the throne of the
universe. . . . In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ
glorified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the
bosom of Infinite Love. {AG 79.5}
Christ stood at the head of humanity in the garb of humanity. So full of sympathy and love was
His attitude that the poorest was not afraid to come to Him. He was kind to all, easily
approached by the most lowly. He went from house to house, healing the sick, feeding the
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hungry, comforting the mourners, soothing the afflicted, speaking peace to the distressed. He
took the little children in His arms and blessed them, and spoke words of hope and comfort to
the weary mothers. With unfailing tenderness and gentleness He met every form of human
woe and affliction. Not for Himself, but for others, did He labor. He was willing to humble
Himself, to deny Himself. He did not seek to distinguish Himself. He was the servant of all. It
was His meat and drink to be a comfort and a consolation to others, to gladden the sad and
heavy-laden ones with whom He daily came in contact. {MM 19.3}
By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was the
Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples He says, “I have
declared unto them Thy name,”—”merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth,”—”that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in
them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was this revelation given. Our little world is the
lesson book of the universe. God’s wonderful purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love,
is the theme into which “angels desire to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless
ages. Both the redeemed and the unfallen beings will find in the cross of Christ their science
and their song. It will be seen that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of selfsacrificing love. In the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-renouncing love is
the law of life for earth and heaven; that the love which “seeketh not her own” has its source in
the heart of God; and that in the meek and lowly One is manifested the character of Him who
dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto. {DA 19.2}
The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to reveal the
character of the Father to men, that they might worship Him in spirit and in truth. Christ
revealed to men the fact that the strictest adherence to ceremony and form would not save
them; for the kingdom of God was spiritual in its nature. Christ came to the world to sow it with
truth. He held the keys to all the treasures of wisdom, and was able to open doors to science,
and to reveal undiscovered stores of knowledge, were it essential to salvation. He presented to
men that which was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in regard to the
character of God, and sought to impress upon men the paternal love of the Father, who “so
loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” He urged upon men the necessity of prayer, repentance,
confession, and the abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty, forbearance, mercy, and
compassion, enjoining upon them to love not only those who loved them, but those who hated
them, who treated them despitefully. In this He was revealing to them the character of the
Father, who is long-suffering, merciful, and gracious, slow to anger, and full of goodness and
truth. Those who accepted His teaching were under the guardian care of angels, who were
commissioned to strengthen, to enlighten, that the truth might renew and sanctify the soul.
{FE 177.1}
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Christ came to reveal God to the world as a God of love, full of mercy, tenderness, and
compassion. The thick darkness with which Satan had endeavored to enshroud the throne of
Deity was swept away by the world’s Redeemer, and the Father was again manifest to men as
the light of life. {5T 738.4}
It was in order that the heavenly universe might see the conditions of the covenant of
redemption that Christ bore the penalty in behalf of the human race. The throne of Justice
must be eternally and forever made secure, even tho the race be wiped out, and another
creation populate the earth. By the sacrifice Christ was about to make, all doubts would be
forever settled, and the human race would be saved if they would return to their allegiance.
Christ alone could restore honor to God’s government. The cross of Calvary would be looked
upon by the unfallen worlds, by the heavenly universe, by Satanic agencies, by the fallen race,
and every mouth would be stopped. . . . (Emphasis supplied) {ST, July 12, 1899 par. 2}
Who is able to describe the last scenes of Christ’s life on earth, His trial in the judgment hall, His
crucifixion? Who witnessed these scenes?—The heavenly universe, God the Father, Satan and
his angels. {ST, July 12, 1899 par. 3}
There was but one hope for the human race—that into this mass of discordant and corrupting
elements might be cast a new leaven; that there might be brought to mankind the power of a
new life; that the knowledge of God might be restored to the world. {Ed 76.1}
Christ came to restore this knowledge. He came to set aside the false teaching by which those
who claimed to know God had misrepresented Him. He came to manifest the nature of His law,
to reveal in His own character the beauty of holiness. {Ed 76.2}
Christ came to the world with the accumulated love of eternity. Sweeping away the exactions
which had encumbered the law of God, He showed that the law is a law of love, an expression
of the Divine Goodness. He showed that in obedience to its principles is involved the happiness
of mankind, and with it the stability, the very foundation and framework, of human society.
{Ed 76.3}
So far from making arbitrary requirements, God’s law is given to men as a hedge, a shield.
Whoever accepts its principles is preserved from evil. Fidelity to God involves fidelity to man.
Thus the law guards the rights, the individuality, of every human being. It restrains the superior
from oppression, and the subordinate from disobedience. It ensures man’s well-being, both for
this world and for the world to come. To the obedient it is the pledge of eternal life, for it
expresses the principles that endure forever. {Ed 76.4}
Christ came to demonstrate the value of the divine principles by revealing their power for the
regeneration of humanity. He came to teach how these principles are to be developed and
applied. {Ed 77.1}
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Christ came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and
character of God. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, the express image of His person.
But He laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, and stepped down from His high command to
take the place of a servant. He was rich, but for our sake, that we might have eternal riches, He
became poor. He made the world, but so completely did He empty Himself that during His
ministry He declared, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay His head.” {MM 19.1}
He came to this world and stood among the beings He had created as a Man of Sorrows and
acquainted with grief. “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.”
He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. {MM 19.2}
Satan has ascribed to God all the evils to which flesh is heir. He has represented Him as a God
who delights in the sufferings of His creatures, who is revengeful and implacable. It was Satan
who originated the doctrine of eternal torment as a punishment for sin, because in this way he
could lead men into infidelity and rebellion, distract souls, and dethrone human reason.
{CT 27.2}
Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine
Instructor must come to the earth. Through the misrepresentations of the enemy, many were
so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic
character. Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for the world
knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked down from
heaven and saw not the reflection of her image; for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and
gloom enveloped the world. The Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds; for He is the
light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan had cast
between man and God.—First published Nov. 17, 1891. {CT 28.1}
In Christ’s parable teaching the same principle is seen as in His own mission to the world. That
we might become acquainted with His divine character and life, Christ took our nature and
dwelt among us. Divinity was revealed in humanity; the invisible glory in the visible human
form. Men could learn of the unknown through the known; heavenly things were revealed
through the earthly; God was made manifest in the likeness of men. So it was in Christ’s
teaching: the unknown was illustrated by the known; divine truths by earthly things with which
the people were most familiar. {COL 17.1}
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