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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Fourth Quarter 2022: Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope 
Lesson 7 “Christ’s Victory Over Death” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Matthew 27:62–66; John 10:17, 18; Matthew 27:51–53; John 20:11–29; 1 Corinthians 15:5–8. 

Memory Text   

“When I saw him, I fell down at his feet like a dead man. He put his right hand on me and 
said, ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the One who lives; I was dead, but look, 
I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys to death and to the place of the dead’” (Rev. 
1:17, 18, NCV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. A Sealed Tomb 
III. “He Is Risen!” 
IV. Many Arose With Him 
V. Witnesses of the Risen Christ 
VI. The First Fruits of Those Who Have Died 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “This week we will look at Christ’s resurrection and all the convincing evidence He 
gave us to believe in it.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. The central claim of the early church was that Jesus of Nazareth had been raised 
from the dead. It was not that Jesus was a great teacher, a powerful healer, an 
inspiring leader, or that he was a victim of a gross miscarriage of justice. All of those 
were true, but they were not the basis of early Christian faith. The central fact was 
that Jesus truly died, was buried and raised to life. Those who chose not to believe 
this presented alternative explanations. In this lesson we will explore how gospel 
writers tell the resurrection story anticipating the objections and alternative 
explanations from their audience. We will also reflect on the significance of Christ’s 
resurrection for understanding the Bible storyline and for our lives. 
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3. What was the motivation for providing the Roman guard at Jesus’ tomb (Matthew 
27:62–66)? (Sunday’s lesson) How does this in turn provide additional evidence for 
the resurrection? How does the importance of this guard story change over time? 

4. Why is the story of Jesus’ resurrection so significant (Matthew 28:1-6)? (Monday’s 
lesson) Where do we see the action of God himself in all this? Why is it significant 
that God, who apparently remained silent on Good Friday, has the last word on 
Easter Sunday? 

5. Why would Matthew add this intriguing story in 27:51-53 to the account of Jesus’ 
death? (Tuesday’s lesson) What is the purpose of it? Have you experienced God 
acting in a surprising way in your life leaving you wondering what to expect next? 

6. What is the purpose of the narratives of Christ’s appearances (John 20:11–29 and 
1 Corinthians 15:5–8)? (Wednesday’s lesson) The issue of resurrection can be 
reduced to two questions: Did Jesus die? Was he later seen alive? How does the 
answer to these two questions determine the message of Christianity and the 
meaning of those events? 

7. Why is the agriculture metaphor of first fruits used by Paul for the resurrection of 
Christ significant to us (1 Corinthians 15:20 [NRSV] cf. Deuteronomy 26:1–11)? 
(Thursday’s lesson) How does that add hope to your personal life? 

8. Christians concentrated on pondering the death of Jesus throughout much of 
medieval times. How does the story of resurrection complement and correct that? 

9. All of us have faced a loss in our life. How does the belief in resurrection affect the 
way you view it? Which part of the resurrection story is the most meaningful to you 
and why? 

10. How does understanding the fact that God has not failed, he just isn’t finished yet, 
help us manage the difficulties of life? 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

Lou: “If we say that God has already won the war” (and we referred to that again tonight), “why 
are we still here? What is God waiting for? Shouldn’t the war be over?” 

Graham: When Satan and his followers were cast out of heaven there was victory of a sort, but 
not much of one. There were so many questions yet to be resolved. Peace had not been 
confirmed. Even the loyal angels had their questions. So a victory that we might consider “the 
real victory,” a physical victory, was no victory for our heavenly Father. But then when Jesus 
died, He said “It is finished.”   

And it would appear that when He went up to heaven on resurrection Sunday, He found the 
universe celebrating that He really had won the war. And when you read the sixty-sixth book in 
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the Bible, the book of Revelation, there is no question up in heaven. “You’ve shown Yourself to 
be merciful and just and good and righteous and holy and You have the victory!” And over and 
over again it’s said. So in a sense, the war was won then. But my understanding would be that 
the angels and the inhabitants of the rest of the worlds have paid such close attention to what 
Jesus revealed in His life and His teachings and the way He suffered and died—and they got the 
message. And they couldn’t wait to tell Him on resurrection Sunday, “You’ve won our loyalty. 
As far as we’re concerned, You have won the war.”  

Unfortunately back on this planet we didn’t get the message. Jesus invited three of the disciples 
to watch some of the evidence in Gethsemane. And the brethren slept through it all. And then 
He invited them to come to the cross and see the most important answer of all. The universe 
watched. But where were “the brethren,” as He called them? Eleven of them were off in deep 
depression. Only one of them was there. And that’s why John wrote the most significant things 
about why Jesus had to die.  

So God has mercifully been waiting for this one tiny planet of people to make up their minds. 
You could count on God. This is part of trusting God. We know there are awesome events to 
take place on this planet before Jesus comes. And until we are as settled into the truth as the 
angels are, He will not let the closing events come. He puts them off, and He mercifully waits. I 
wonder when the day will come when God can say, “My people are now settled into the truth. 
The closing events may come.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations 
About God, #2 with Lou Venden, “What Went Wrong in God’s Universe” recorded January 
1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 
following direct link: http://pkp.cc/2MMCAG 

 

 
Further Study with Ellen White 

The priests gave directions for securing the sepulcher. A great stone had been placed before 
the opening. Across this stone they placed cords, securing the ends to the solid rock, and 
sealing them with the Roman seal. The stone could not be moved without breaking the seal. A 
guard of one hundred soldiers was then stationed around the sepulcher to prevent it from 
being tampered with. The priests did all they could to keep Christ’s body where it had been laid. 
He was sealed as securely in His tomb as if He were to remain there through all time.                
{DA 778.1}   

When Jesus was laid in the grave, Satan triumphed. He dared to hope that the Saviour would 
not take up His life again. He claimed the Lord’s body, and set his guard about the tomb, 
seeking to hold Christ a prisoner. He was bitterly angry when his angels fled at the approach of 
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the heavenly messenger. When he saw Christ come forth in triumph, he knew that his kingdom 
would have an end, and that he must finally die.  {DA 782.4} 

Christ was invested with the right to give immortality. The life which He had laid down in 
humanity, He again took up and gave to humanity. “I am come,” He says, “that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (YI Aug. 4, 1898).  {5BC 1113.8} 

When Jesus, as He hung upon the cross, cried out, “It is finished,” the rocks rent, the earth 
shook, and some of the graves were opened. When He arose a victor over death and the grave, 
while the earth was reeling and the glory of heaven shone around the sacred spot, many of the 
righteous dead, obedient to His call, came forth as witnesses that He had risen. Those favored, 
risen saints came forth glorified. They were chosen and holy ones of every age, from creation 
down even to the days of Christ. Thus while the Jewish leaders were seeking to conceal the fact 
of Christ’s resurrection, God chose to bring up a company from their graves to testify that Jesus 
had risen, and to declare His glory.  {EW 184.1} 

Not all that believed in Jesus were brought to life at that time. It was only a specimen of what 
would be, that we may know that death and the grave are not to hold the captives, because 
Christ took them to heaven. And when He comes again with power and great glory, He will 
open the graves. The prison house will be opened, and the dead will come forth again to a 
glorious immortality.  {FW 74.2} 

The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of the final resurrection of all who sleep in Him. The 
risen body of the Saviour, His deportment, the accents of His speech, were all familiar to His 
followers. In like manner will those who sleep in Jesus rise again. We shall know our friends 
even as the disciples knew Jesus. Though they may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured 
in this mortal life, yet in their resurrected and glorified body their individual identity will be 
perfectly preserved, and we shall recognize, in the face radiant with the light shining from the 
face of Jesus, the lineaments of those we love.  {TMK 362.3}   

The Life-giver will call up His purchased possession in the first resurrection, and until that 
triumphant hour, when the last trump shall sound and the vast army shall come forth to eternal 
victory, every sleeping saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as a precious jewel, who 
is known to God by name.  {TMK 362.4} 

 

Recommended Reading: Desire of Ages Chapter 86 – “Go Teach All Nations” p 818-819 
https://egwwritings.org 

 


