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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Fourth Quarter 2022: Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope 
Lesson 9 “Contrary Passages?” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Luke 16:19–31; Luke 23:43; John 20:17; Philippians 1:21–24; 1 Peter 3:13–20; Revelation 6:9–
11. 

Memory Text   

“You search the Scriptures for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which 
testify of Me” (John 5:39, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. The Rich Man and Lazarus 
III. “ ‘Today . . . With Me in Paradise’ ” 
IV. To Depart and Be With Christ 
V. Preaching to the Spirits in Prison 
VI. The Souls Under the Altar 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “This week we will study some intriguing passages that people use to justify the 
natural immortality of the soul. These reflections should strengthen our own 
convictions and help us to answer kindly those who question this crucial teaching.” 
(Sabbath afternoon) 

2. Why do you think Jesus told the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19–
31)? (Sunday’s lesson) What can we learn from its literary context and form? Why is 
the punch line so crucial: “But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead’” (v.31)? 

3. What did Jesus promise the repentant thief on the cross in Luke 23:43? (Monday’s 
lesson) Is the position of the comma the most important lesson from this story? 

4. When Paul mentioned his “desire to depart and be with Christ” (Phil. 1:23, NKJV), 
did he imply that after death his soul would depart to live consciously with Christ? 
(Tuesday’s lesson) How does the subjective and objective perception of time help us 
to understand this text? The Bible presents humanity that was created as a unity of 
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body, mind and spirit, which expresses itself as a “living soul”. The Fall affected all 
aspects of humanity as a unit (there is no “good” part unaffected by sin). We die as a 
unit (no part survives the death) and we will be resurrected as a unit (all parts 
reunited). What are the consequences of separating this unity? 

5. How would you explain the story of Christ preaching to the spirits in prison in 1 Peter 
3:13-20? (Wednesday’s lesson) Is it possible to explain this difficult text (cf. 2 Peter 
3:16) in a way that does not create a greater exegetical or biblical problem? 

6. How are we to understand the souls crying under the altar (Revelation 6:9-11)? 
(Thursday’s lesson) How does it help to understand the literary structure and the 
sanctuary imagery? What is the difference between crying out for vengeance or for 
justice? How does God address it here and elsewhere in Scripture? When is the cup 
of iniquity filled? 

7. What crucial hermeneutical principles are important to keep in mind when dealing 
with “difficult passages”? What makes them “difficult”? How does consideration of 
the totality of the scriptures as a whole relate to our process of deciding what is a 
clear teaching and what is an ambiguous text that can be interpreted in more than 
one way? 

8. How do we balance orthodoxy (right believing) with orthopraxy (right doing)? Why 
are both equally important?  

9. When people believe something for centuries, it becomes part of their culture and 
religious heritage. Our relatively recent history can be seen as an advantage 
compared to other religious bodies. In which areas do we struggle with something 
that we believed and taught in the 19th century, but see differently today? How 
eager are we to shed the old interpretations and embrace the new ones?  

10. One of the important questions to ask when studying the Bible is: So what? And 
Now what? Is anything going to be different in your personal life this coming week 
after studying this lesson and Bible texts? What can we learn as a community of faith 
that will help us to better portray God’s character to those within our community, 
and to those who do not know him yet (and are willing to learn)? 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

I think historically the great event that is coming is just around the corner, because what needs 
to be done could be done. And I think the increase of knowledge which is in Daniel 12:4 is 
occurring. Look at the technology now for communicating with the whole world, incredible 
technology.  

It may be possible to communicate with the whole world and give them this picture. On the 
other hand, the Second Coming is as near as our last moment of breath. And that’s why I think 
of it at funerals. When a loved one dies, especially if he or she has been ill and in pain, the next 
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moment of consciousness that person is face to face with the Lord at the Second Coming. And I 
love that Thessalonians passage which says, “If someone dies before the Lord comes” and they 
feel maybe they have missed something?  No. Thessalonians says, “They will arise first. Then we 
who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord.”  

So the main thing is, more important than knowing when the end comes, is to trust God. And if 
I should die tonight, I want to die His trusting child, because then I will arise His trusting child. 
I’ll have no complaints. We’ll all have lots of questions. We might even say, “I kind of wanted to 
live through that.” I think Paul did. Remember there, Paul said, “I’m torn between staying with 
you to help you and my desire to depart and be with the Lord.” He didn’t believe in the 
immortality of the soul. He knew that as a Roman citizen, when his head was cut off with that 
sharp sword, the next instant of consciousness he’d be face to face with the One he’d been 
preaching about with such pride. So he had no complaints.  

So the end is really very, very near. Especially in a medical center like this when we see folk 
come to the end of their lives all the time, sometimes very sad. We have good news for them, 
“You fall asleep tonight; you will wake up the next moment from a dreamless sleep face to face 
with the Lord.” That’s how near it is. But I believe the big event is also near. {Graham Maxwell. 
Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #19, “How Soon Will the Conflict Be 
Over?” recorded June 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above 
reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/19MMCAG 

 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

In the Bible the will of God is revealed. The truths of the Word of God are the utterances of the 
Most High. He who makes these truths a part of his life becomes in every sense a new creature. 
He is not given new mental powers, but the darkness that through ignorance and sin has 
clouded the understanding, is removed. The words, “A new heart also will I give you,” mean, “A 
new mind will I give you.” A change of heart is always attended by a clear conviction of 
Christian duty, an understanding of truth. He who gives the Scriptures close, prayerful attention 
will gain clear comprehension and sound judgment, as if in turning to God he had reached a 
higher plane of intelligence.  {RH, December 18, 1913 par. 8}   

The Bible contains a simple and complete system of theology and philosophy. {RH, June 11, 
1908 par. 4} 

The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should 
learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a 
knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of the 
great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two 
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principles that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through 
the records of history and prophecy, to the great consummation. He should see how this 
controversy enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself 
reveals the one or the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, 
he is even now deciding upon which side of the controversy he will be found. {Ed 190.2} 

The Bible with its precious gems of truth was not written for the scholar alone. On the contrary, 
it was designed for the common people; and the interpretation given by the common people, 
when aided by the Holy Spirit, accords best with the truth as it is in Jesus. The great truths 
necessary for salvation are made clear as the noonday, and none will mistake and lose their 
way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.   
{5T 331.2} 

Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit speaks to the mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. 
Thus He exposes error, and expels it from the soul. It is by the Spirit of truth, working through 
the word of God, that Christ subdues His chosen people to Himself.  {DA 671.1}   

As we contemplate the great things of God’s word, we look into a fountain that broadens and 
deepens beneath our gaze. Its breadth and depth pass our knowledge. As we gaze, the vision 
widens; stretched out before us we behold a boundless, shoreless sea.  {Ed 171.2}   

Such study has vivifying power. The mind and heart acquire new strength, new life.  {Ed 171.3}   

It was the compassionate Saviour, who, anticipating the loneliness and sorrow of His followers, 
commissioned angels to comfort them with the assurance that He would come again in person, 
even as He went into heaven. As the disciples stood gazing intently upward to catch the last 
glimpse of Him whom they loved, their attention was arrested by the words: “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:11. Hope was 
kindled afresh by the angels’ message. The disciples “returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.” Luke 24:52, 53. They were not 
rejoicing because Jesus had been separated from them and they were left to struggle with the 
trials and temptations of the world, but because of the angels’ assurance that He would come 
again.  {GC 339.2} 

Many hold faith as an opinion. But saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive 
Christ join themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means 
an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power.           
{GW 261.1} 

Jesus does not call on us to follow Him, and then forsake us. If we surrender our lives to His 
service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has not made provision. Whatever 
may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexities, we have a 
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sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing 
Friend. If in our ignorance we make missteps, Christ does not leave us. His voice, clear and 
distinct, is heard, saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” [John 14:6.] “He shall deliver 
the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.” [Psalm 72:12.]           
{GW 263.1}  

When the Christian takes his baptismal vow, divine help is pledged to him. The Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit stand ready to work in his behalf. God places at his command the resources 
of heaven, that he may be an overcomer. His own power is small; but God is omnipotent, and 
God is his helper. Daily he is to make known his wants at the throne of grace. By faith and trust, 
by availing himself of the resources provided, he can be more than a conqueror.  {OHC 157.5} 

But forgiveness has a broader meaning than many suppose. When God gives the promise that 
He “will abundantly pardon,” He adds, as if the meaning of that promise exceeded all that we 
could comprehend: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, 
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:7-9. God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial 
act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not only forgiveness for sin, but 
reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms the heart. David had the 
true conception of forgiveness when he prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. And again he says, “As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath He removed our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:12.  {MB 114.1} 

What speech is to thought, so is Christ to the invisible Father. He is the manifestation of the 
Father, and is called the Word of God. God sent His Son into the world, His divinity clothed with 
humanity, that man might bear the image of the invisible God. He made known in His words, 
His character, His power and majesty, the nature and attributes of God. Divinity flashed through 
humanity in softening, subduing light. He was the embodiment of the law of God, which is the 
transcript of His character (MS 77, 1899).  {5BC 1131.6} 

God is constantly appealing to the human heart, bidding it recognize His love and mercy, and 
accept His righteousness in the place of the principles of evil. Thus He has pleaded with 
mankind in all ages. In Noah’s day Christ spoke to men through a human agency and preached 
to those who were in bondage to sin. He came to Israel enshrouded in a pillar of cloud by day 
and in a pillar of fire by night. He it was who educated that vast multitude in their wilderness 
wandering. . . .  {TDG 278.4} 

God does not force the will or judgment of any. He takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. . . . 
{GC 541.3}   

The principles of kindness, mercy, and love, taught and exemplified by our Saviour, are a 
transcript of the will and character of God. Christ declared that He taught nothing except that 
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which He had received from His Father. The principles of the divine government are in perfect 
harmony with the Saviour’s precept, “Love your enemies.” God executes justice upon the 
wicked, for the good of the universe, and even for the good of those upon whom His judgments 
are visited. He would make them happy if He could do so in accordance with the laws of His 
government and the justice of His character. He surrounds them with the tokens of His love, He 
grants them a knowledge of His law, and follows them with the offers of His mercy; but they 
despise His love, make void His law, and reject His mercy. While constantly receiving His gifts, 
they dishonor the Giver; they hate God because they know that He abhors their sins. The Lord 
bears long with their perversity; but the decisive hour will come at last, when their destiny is to 
be decided. Will He then chain these rebels to His side? Will He force them to do His will?        
{GC 541.4} 

Satan sought to make it appear that he was working for the liberty of the universe. Even while 
Christ was on the cross, the enemy was determined to make his arguments so varied, so 
deceptive, so insidious, that all would be convinced that God’s law was tyrannical. He himself 
laid every scheme, planned every evil, inflamed every mind to bring affliction on Christ. He 
himself instigated the false accusations against One who had done only good. He himself 
inspired the cruel deeds that added to the suffering of the Son of God—the pure, the holy, the 
innocent.  {TDG 14.4}   

God, the One infinite and all-wise, sees the end from the beginning, and in dealing with evil His 
plans were far-reaching and comprehensive. It was His purpose, not merely to put down the 
rebellion, but to demonstrate to all the universe the nature of the rebellion. God’s plan was 
unfolding, showing both His justice and His mercy, and fully vindicating His wisdom and 
righteousness in His dealings with evil.  {PP 78.3} 

 
 


