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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
Fourth Quarter 2022: Life Everlasting: On Death, Dying, and the Future Hope 
Lesson 11 “End-Time Deceptions” 

 

 
Read for this week’s study 

Matthew 7:21–27; John 11:40–44; 1 Peter 3:18; 1 Samuel 28:3–25; Ephesians 6:10–18. 

Memory Text   

“And no wonder! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is not strange if his 
ministers also disguise themselves as ministers of righteousness. Their end will match their 
deeds” (2 Corinthians 11:14, 15, NRSV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. Mysticism 
III. Near-Death Experiences 
IV. Reincarnation 
V. Necromancy and Ancestor Worship 
VI. Personations and Other Appearances 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Daniel Duda 

1. “During this week we will consider some end-time deceptions, including mysticism, 
near-death experiences, reincarnation, necromancy and ancestor worship, and 
others. These are dangerous subjects that we should be aware of but without 
exposing ourselves to their influences.” (Sabbath afternoon) 

2. When you consider your perceptions, experiences in your local culture and 
geographical place, what do you see as the most dangerous trends in the religious 
world? How can we make sure that we do not classify what we do not like or 
endorse as the work of the devil? 

3. What is the significance of our memory text in the local context of the church in 
Corinth? Why do you think Paul waited until the 11th chapter in his second letter (or 
potentially the third or fourth letter) to say this? What does that tell us about 
introducing serious accusations too soon or too easily? How does this reveal the way 
Satan worked then and how he will work until the end of time? Why is that 
important? 



Study Collection Prepared July 2022         ©Pine Knoll Publications           pineknoll.org  Page 2 

4. Monday’s lesson deals with Near-Death Experiences (NDEs). Why do the NDEs have 
such a powerful impact on so many people? How do you evaluate them in light of 
the Scriptural teachings and the contemporary science? What can be explained by 
psychochemical processes, by satanic deception, or both? 

5. Wednesday’s lesson discusses necromancy (a form of summoning the alleged spirits 
of the dead in order to get some unavailable knowledge, often about future events). 
Thursday’s lesson warns of personations and other appearances of famous past 
dead personalities. What makes these practices so dangerous? Why do people seem 
to have an unsatiable desire for “insider’s knowledge”? How do we test the 
knowledge we get from various sources? How do we decide which sources and 
interpretations can be trusted? 

6. Part of Wednesday’s lesson also addresses ancestors’ worship – venerating 
deceased ancestors because they are still considered part of family and because 
they can, it is believed, influence the affairs of the living. What do you do in places 
where this is the prevailing culture? How can we show respect without succumbing 
to superstitious behavior? 

7. Why is the reincarnation belief so popular in some cultures? (Tuesday’s lesson) How 
would you deal with this concept on the basis of the teachings of the Bible? What 
does this belief do to the biblical model of salvation? 

8. What all these beliefs have in common is that they produce “evidence” which is 
subjectively interpreted. How is this “mysticism” opening the door to potential 
deception in the end-times? (Sunday’s lesson; 2 Corinthian 11:14-15; Revelation 
13:8) 

9. What procedures and practical steps can be put in place so that we counter the 
confirmation bias, believing what we want to believe in our individual and collective 
religious experiences? (Ephesians 6:10-18) What role does the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and an open-minded godly community play in all of this? 

10. On one hand, we need to listen to others.  There is some level of security in a larger 
group (versus just individual convictions). However, if the community does not have 
healthy procedures, we can end up in a collective deception (like Jim Jones & the 
massacre in Jonestown). 

11. On the other hand, if we over-emphasize our subjective individual understanding (I 
see it this way and Jesus agrees with me), you easily end up in arrogancy and 
unhealthy superiority (Revelation 3:17). 

12. So how do we balance the two approaches, not being completely alone but not 
blindly following the multitude? 
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Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

To some of us, the most important information we have to share with our fellow human beings 
around this planet is this truth about the way God runs His universe and what He wants of His 
children. We need to share this more urgently than ever before as we humans, all together, 
face the closing events of human history. Because before Christ returns, the Bible describes—in 
fact Jesus describes—a time of confusion and deception such as the world has never seen.  

All of that will be leading up to Satan’s final attempt to win the whole world to worship him, to 
trust him. He even asked Jesus to get down on His knees and worship him in the wilderness of 
temptation. Revelation 13 says that when Satan’s campaign is over, the whole world will be 
worshiping him, except those few who have not been deceived. So it should not surprise us, if 
we are as near the End as we believe we are, that we find ourselves surrounded on all sides by 
conflicting claims to religious authority. Certainly the development of modern media has made 
us more aware of this than ever before. As we see and listen to all these conflicting claims, how 
often they are supported by position, or power, or miracles, or claims of special 
communications from the Lord.  

How Satan would enjoy it if he could turn God’s friends on this planet against their heavenly 
Father! Or even more seriously, how he would love to deceive God’s friends even as they 
continue professing to be His commandment-keeping people. That would be the most 
destructive. No wonder Paul said that we should grow up and not be so easily swayed to and 
fro by every wind of doctrine. (Ephesians 4) Again in Hebrews 5 he says we should grow up and 
have our faculties trained by practice to distinguish between good and evil, right and wrong. 
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #7, “The Question 
of Authority” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of 
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG 

 

 

Look at the next passage, in 2 Corinthians 11:13:  

God’s messengers [he raises a question]? They are counterfeits of the real thing, 
dishonest practitioners masquerading as the messengers of Christ. Nor do their tactics 
surprise me when I consider how Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light [he still 
pretends to be Lucifer, you know, the bearer of light and truth]. It is only to be expected 
that his angels will have the appearance of ministers of righteousness. . . .  (Phillips)  

This of course, reminds us of Christ’s most serious words, perhaps, that He ever spoke. And He 
spoke them to a group of very devout Sabbath-keeping, tithe-paying, Bible teachers in His day. 
Who, Bible students that they were, had just denounced Jesus’s picture of His Father as satanic. 
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Think of it! Sabbath-keepers, tithe-payers, Bible teachers telling Christ He had a devil. And He 
turned to them and uttered those extraordinary words in John 8:44, 45. And you can be sure 
there were tears in His voice when He said something like this: 

The father whose sons you are [you Bible teachers] is the devil, and you are bent on 
carrying out the wishes of your father. He proved himself a murderer at the very 
beginning, and did not loyally stand by the truth; in fact, there is no spark of truth in 
him. Whenever he gives utterance to his falsehood, then he gives expression to his real 
character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. I, on the contrary, speak the truth, and 
therefore you do not believe me.  

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #7, “The Question 
of Authority” recorded February 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of 
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/7MMCAG 

 

Lou: As you talked about this matter of Satan’s final effort to deceive, I wondered, do you 
expect that we’re going to see devil worship before the end of time? Some of these blatant 
things that we tend to associate with other places on earth, more dark as far as knowledge and 
civilization and so on . . . 

Graham: I don’t think so, especially among the Christian nations. These are the people he wants 
to deceive the most. He wants to be worshiped, not as the devil; he wants to be worshiped as 
Christ. And so he masquerades as an angel of light. He will come in the end as an angel of light. 
And he will be worshiped (Revelation 13) as he wanted to be worshiped by the angels. He asked 
Jesus to get down on His knees and worship him. His great moment will be when the cry goes 
forth, “Christ has come! Christ has come!” and the world prostrates itself before him; except 
the few who will say, “No, you not only have a devil; you are the devil.” And you could see why 
it would go hard for them. 

Lou: In a way then, that ties in with what you said earlier. He really isn’t anxious to be identified 
as Satan. 

Graham: No. 

Lou: He really wants to masquerade as Christ. 

Graham: That’s the deception. If he came with horns and a tail, that wouldn’t be any problem. 
He comes as a gracious redeemer, the great medical missionary and heals the diseases of the 
people—he even appears to raise the dead. And these are the evidences so many people use to 
test their beliefs. He will so deceive us. Then we remember, maybe, that discussion on the 
question of authority. The way he uses his authority and relies on miracles will warn us. 
Beware! He could be lying to us as that older prophet did in 1 Kings 13. {Graham Maxwell. 
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Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #17 with Lou Venden, “Satan’s Final 
Effort to Deceive” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of 
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/17MMCAG 

 

But even before Christ came, Satan was at work to undermine and confuse the evidence by 
even counterfeiting the first coming of Christ. He accomplished this most notably in what is 
known as the mystery religions. It is almost unbelievable unless you’ve read about them. Some 
of these began long before Christ came. The central figure was a dying, rising savior who had 
been supernaturally born, died a cruel and violent death, and then was exalted up to heaven, 
there to mediate supernatural help to his followers on earth. Later he would return and 
resurrect them and annihilate all the forces of evil. Does that sound familiar? That isn’t all. In 
those mystery religions they had Lord Suppers. They had baptism and washing in the blood and 
many other things I could list if there were time.  

One of the main researchers in this field was a professor at the University of Chicago who 
taught there just before I got there. His name is Shirley Jackson Case. He wrote a book entitled, 
The Origin of Christian Supernaturalism. He observes, “Of the Gentiles it might truly be said that 
there was no salvation without the shedding of blood.” They were doing this before Christ 
came. I brought his book along, so you might believe what I am telling you about these 
incredible mystery religions. Just to read a place or two: 

Long before Christianity arose, there were many Gentile religions inviting those who felt 
the need of divine assistance for the inward man. The rites of the various mystery 
religions offered an especially good opportunity for the attainment of a new emotional 
experience, readily interpreted as an effective acquisition of fresh divine power. The 
stimulation of the senses by music and processionals, the play upon the feelings 
attending various acts in connection with the rites of initiation, the pledge to secrecy, 
solemnly imposed upon all the candidates, the wild orgies connected with some of the 
cults, all served to produce the desired emotional agitation. The necessity of presenting 
oneself voluntarily for membership as well as the purifications and the other 
preparatory acts only heightened the effect.  

Everything that was done happened to one as an individual. This strong emphasis on the 
personal relations between the devotee and his god gave precisely the sense of divine 
interest which alone could produce in needy humanity feelings of solace and 
satisfaction. Initiation into the mysteries was likened to the experience of death itself. It 
filled one with terror, but issued in triumph. It was easy for the members of the mystery 
cults to believe that they were under the protection of divinities who had successfully 
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engaged in a mighty cosmic struggle with the forces of evil and men spoke of being born 
again, born unto eternity. (Pages 166, 167) 

Does it sound familiar to you? I believe we shall see brilliant counterfeits of Christ’s second 
coming. I believe we are seeing them already in great popular, excitable, apparently spiritual 
religious movements that are sweeping all over the world with the benefit of all these modern 
wonders of technology. I heard a preacher say the other day, “now every eye can see Him.”  

Even the most important beliefs and teachings of Christianity are being bent to support Satan’s 
position against our God. Even faith, the subject of sin, the atonement, the cross, law, 
judgment, Christ’s intercession, the destruction of the wicked, all God’s emergency measures, 
are being twisted just enough to obscure the real truth about our God.  

Do you feel ready for this? Have we oversimplified? Are we in danger of being overconfident? 
Are we actually so interpreting these truths that we are leaving ourselves vulnerable and 
leading the people we win to be vulnerable with us? That is why next time we are going to talk 
about Why God Waits for His Children to Grow Up. You could trust our God to wait for that. 
{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from series, “Conversations About God”, #17 - Satan’s Final Effort to 
Deceive, recorded May 1984} 

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #17, “Satan’s Final 
Effort to Deceive” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of 
the above reference, click on the following direct link: http://pkp.cc/17MMCAG 

 

Something had happened between God and Saul, and God could no longer help Saul. Saul did 
not want his help. He consulted the mediums and the witches and the wizards. He consulted 
the dead on behalf of the living. God does not force his attentions upon us. He doesn’t give up 
easily, to be sure, as he raised his voice on Sinai and many other occasions. But if we persist in 
rejecting him, he will let us go, as Hosea is going to say so clearly, and Romans 1. And left to 
ourselves, when we’d rather consult the dead in behalf of the living, the consequences are very 
serious. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in All 66 – 1 & 2 
Chronicles, recorded November 1981, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the 
above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1983: 

http://pkp.cc/21MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/22MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 
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Further Study with Ellen White 

Sanctification means habitual communion with God (RH March 15, 1906).  {7BC 908.16} 

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a continual growth in grace. 
We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. Satan lives, and is active, and 
every day we need to cry earnestly to God for help and strength to resist him. {1T 340.2} 

God’s ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” This command is a 
promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of 
Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the works of the 
devil, and He has made provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, 
to keep him from sinning.  {DA 311.2} 

The Lord’s angels are appointed to keep strict watch over those who put their faith in the Lord, 
and these angels are to be our special help in every time of need. Every day we are to come to 
the Lord with full assurance of faith, and to look to Him for wisdom. . . . Those who are guided 
by the Word of the Lord will discern with certainty between falsehood and truth, between sin 
and righteousness.  {AG 201.4} 

The study of God’s word is continually expanding the mind and strengthening the intellect. 
There is nothing that will so refine and elevate the character, and give vigor to every faculty, as 
the continual exercise of the mind to grasp and comprehend weighty and important truths.   
{4T 545.3} 

The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the 
Spirit ceases not until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand 
the soul, giving it a capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly things, 
so that it will not rest short of the fullness. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; for they shall be filled.”  {DA 302.1} 

As we near the time when principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places will 
be brought into warfare against the truth, when the deceiving power of Satan will be so great 
that if it were possible he will deceive the very elect, we must have our discernment sharpened 
by divine enlightenment, that we may know the Spirit that is of God, that we may not be 
ignorant of Satan’s devices. {MR311 49.1} 

Go to God for yourselves, pray for divine enlightenment, that you may know that you do know 
what is truth, that when the wonderful miracle-working power of Satan shall be displayed, and 
the enemy shall come as an angel of light, you may distinguish between the genuine work of 
God and the imitative work of the powers of darkness. {RH, December 24, 1889 par. 11}   
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The Lord’s angels are appointed to keep strict watch over those who put their faith in the Lord, 
and these angels are to be our special help in every time of need. Every day we are to come to 
the Lord with full assurance of faith, and to look to Him for wisdom. . . . Those who are guided 
by the Word of the Lord will discern with certainty between falsehood and truth, between sin 
and righteousness (MS 43, 1907).  {7BC 907.1}     

The work of Christ is to redeem, to restore, to seek and to save that which was lost. {HP 291.2} 

Satan is constantly urging men to accept his principles. Thus he seeks to counterwork the work 
of God. He is constantly representing the chosen people of God as a deluded people. He is an 
accuser of the brethren, and his accusing power he is constantly using against those who work 
righteousness. The Lord desires through His people to answer Satan’s charges by showing the 
result of obedience to right principles.  {6T 11.2} 

If the human agent consents, God can and will so identify His will with all our thoughts and 
aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His Word, that when obeying His will, 
we are only carrying out the impulses of our minds. {UL 187.5} 

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The 
law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of 
love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. {SC 60.2} 

The government of God is not, as Satan would make it appear, founded upon a blind 
submission, an unreasoning control. It appeals to the intellect and the conscience. “Come now, 
and let us reason together” is the Creator’s invitation to the beings He has made. Isaiah 1:18. 
God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not willingly 
and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind 
or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator. He 
desires that man, the crowning work of His creative power, shall reach the highest possible 
development. He sets before us the height of blessing to which He desires to bring us through 
His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in us. It remains for 
us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God.  {SC 43.4} 

In calling them to His service, God offers them freedom. Obedience to God is liberty from the 
thralldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse.  {TM 247.1} 

The law of ten commandments is not to be looked upon as much from the prohibitory side as 
from the mercy side. Its prohibitions are the sure guarantee of happiness in obedience. As 
received in Christ, it works in us the purity of character that will bring joy to us through eternal 
ages. To the obedient it is a wall of protection. We behold in it the goodness of God, who by 
revealing to men the immutable principles of righteousness seeks to shield them from the evils 
that result from transgression.  {6BC 1110.4}   
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God has a deep and earnest love for every member of the human family; not one is forgotten, 
not one is left helpless and deceived to be overcome by the enemy. {FE 299.2} 

Christ will give strength to all who seek it. No man without his own consent can be overcome by 
Satan. The tempter has no power to control the will or to force the soul to sin. He may distress, 
but he cannot contaminate. He can cause agony, but not defilement. The fact that Christ has 
conquered should inspire His followers with courage to fight manfully the battle against sin and 
Satan.  {GC 510.3} 

God has angels whose whole work is to draw those who shall be heirs of salvation. Whenever 
one takes a step toward Jesus, Jesus is taking steps toward him. The angels’ work is to keep 
back the powers of Satan (MS 17, 1893).  {7BC 922.5} 

Holy, ministering agencies of heaven are cooperating with human agencies to lead into safe 
paths all who love truth and righteousness. It is the greatest joy of the angels of heaven to 
spread the shield of their tender love over souls who turn to God; . . . {7BC 922.9} 


