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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
First Quarter 2023: Managing for the Master—Till He Comes 
Lesson 1 “Part of God’s Family” 

 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Galatians 3:26, 29; Psalm 50:10–12; 1 Chronicles 29:13, 14; Philippians 4:19; 1 John 5:3; 

Matthew 6:19–21. 

 

Memory Text   

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children 

of God!” (1 John 3:1, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. We Are Part of God’s Family 
III. God Is the Owner of Everything 
IV. Resources Available for God’s Family 
V. Responsibilities of God’s Family Members 
VI. Treasure in Heaven 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. This lesson considers the privileges and responsibilities associated with being part of 
the family of God. Read Ephesians 3:14-15. What kind of imagery is used in this 
passage? While there are religious differences among us, we are all members of 
God’s family. It is the rare parent that rejoices when their children move away, no 
matter how badly they have behaved. Similarly, God is not willing to lose any 
member of the family, but prefers that all will come to repentance. (Sabbath 
Afternoon’s Lesson) 

2. Read Exodus 3:10; 5:1; and Galatians 3:26, 29. What picture of God do you draw 
from these texts? What do they say about how God relates to us? Imagine a world in 
which we treated everyone as family. What impact would that have on our 
relationships? What responsibilities do members of a family have toward each 
other? (Sunday’s Lesson) 
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3. Read Psalm 50:10-12, Psalm 24:10, 1 Chronicles 29:14, and Haggai 2:8. What is 
money? What implications does God’s ownership of everything have for the way we 
handle money? (Monday’s Lesson) 

4. Read Genesis 1:26-28. When God gave Adam and Eve dominion over the earth, what 
did that include (Gen 2:15, 19, 22)? How would you define “dominion”? There are 
two basic styles of governance. Leadership-based governance tells those below 
them that they don’t have decision-making authority and there are many things 
about the operation they are not allowed to know. Shared governance includes the 
workplace in management decisions, valuing the opinions of all who are part of the 
operation. What does it tell us about God that He was willing to share governance of 
this earth with His newly created creatures? (Sabbath Afternoon’s Lesson) 

5. If God has invited us to share governance of this earth with Him (what we 
traditionally called stewardship) what resources has He provided for us to use in His 
service? For some answers, see texts like John 3:16, John 1:12, 1 Corinthians 2:2, 
Psalm 23:1, Psalm 37:25, Galatians 5:22-23 and 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. (Tuesday’s 
Lesson)  

6. In response to all that God has provided us, what does He desire from us in return? 
Or, in other words, what are the responsibilities of the steward? Read Deuteronomy 
6:5, Matthew 22:37, Deuteronomy 10:12-13. According to Matthew 7:24-27, what is 
the difference between the wise and foolish disciple (steward) of Jesus? 
(Wednesday’s Lesson) 

7. Read Matthew 6:19-21. What does Jesus mean by “treasure” in this context? Is Jesus 
saying that it is wrong to be rich? Why or why not? What do the stories of Abraham 
and Job tell us about this? What does this saying of Jesus tell us about the 
relationship between our use of money and the inner motivations that drive us? 
(Thursday’s Lesson) 

8. Make a list of the blessings from God that you can see in your spiritual and temporal 
life. What kind of response does this list evoke in you? (Friday’s Lesson) 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

But whatever you are able to read into the details, the picture remains the same. Jesus did not 

expose them before the crowd. That’s clear. He didn’t expose them, until they were all gone. 

And he could have readily done so. Now, why didn’t he? Well, why didn’t he expose Simon in 

that other story? Why didn’t he expose Judas? Well, if we’re his children, what father enjoys 

humiliating his children? You see, unfortunately, we so often make just the good people his 

children. The others are not, you see. So he could expose them; they’re not his children. Is not 

God the Father of bad children as well as good children? And I think it’s so crucial to realize 

that.  
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When Jesus watches the wicked die, he is watching members of his family die. When we say, 

“Have you joined the family of God?” we mean, “Have you joined the saints?” Well, that’s not 

really true. We are all members of the family. He’s going to lose part of his family. When you 

count your own children, from day to day, say you have six, how many do you have tonight? 

Three perhaps? The good ones. You don’t have the others. Hopefully tomorrow you’ll have 

four, maybe five. Have you ever had a day when you’d own up to all six of your children? I’m 

glad my folks didn’t do this. And some day my father might say, “I don’t have any children 

tonight. They all were bad.” That would make no sense. You know Lucifer is a child of God? The 

worst one he’s got. And some day he’ll watch him die. And isn’t it safe to say that that brilliant 

child of his will leave an eternal void in the infinite memory of God. He’ll always remember his 

most brilliant son, and he lost him. And he’ll miss us if we’re lost. That pain will last forever. 

{Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of God in all 66 – John, recorded 

April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the 

following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/57MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/58MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

Do you know the word “obedience” in the Greek, and one can’t press the etymological meaning 

of the word too far, means literally “listening under, a humble willingness to listen”? 

A doorkeeper is called by this word. Now if you had a doorkeeper who said, “I’m listening, but I 

don’t intend to carry through with what I hear.” This isn’t just an idle, rude willingness to listen; 

it’s a humble willingness to listen. So when the doorkeeper listens, he hears his master knock, 

and he proceeds to open the door. Hence the word came to mean “obedience”, but the 

essence of the word is “a willingness to listen.” 

Now does God expect of us perfect performance? He knows better. Can he expect of us perfect 

willingness to listen? What if we have a twenty-five percent reservation here? Then we’re not 

safe to save. I mean we’ve got a lot of listening to do in the hereafter. So God can demand 

obedience in this sense, a willingness to listen. And without it he can’t help us. 

And he says, “All the good things that have come to you have come by hearing; by a willingness 

to listen, in a mood of trust.” That’s all that is asked. {Graham Maxwell.  Excerpt from the audio 

presentation, Galatians, #3, recorded February 1978, Loma Linda, California} To listen to the 

entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link:  

http://pkp.cc/3MMGALATIANS66 

 

 

http://pkp.cc/57MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/58MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/3MMGALATIANS66


Study Collection Prepared May 2022         ©Pine Knoll Publications           pineknoll.org  Page 4 

In the introduction to his letter to the believers in Rome, Paul states his conviction that he had 

been specially commissioned to bring about a new kind of obedience. It was to be different 

from the kind of obedience he himself had offered before he met Jesus on the Damascus road. 

It was to be what he calls literally “obedience of faith,” “obedience of trust.” 

“Law-obedience” is what Paul used to practice with such zeal, and he was not at all pleased 

with the results. It had made him intolerant toward other people, even cruel. “Law-obedience” 

had actually led him to violate the whole spirit of God’s law, the law of love. 

By now urging “faith-obedience” or “trust-obedience,” is Paul doing away with the law? “By no 

means!” Paul exclaims. “On the contrary, we uphold the law.” (Romans 3:31, NSRV) Phillips 

interprets, “We put the Law in its proper place.” 

One proper place for the law has been to serve as “our attendant on the way to Christ.” But the 

ultimate place is the one Jeremiah described. Paul agrees with the prophet. What the law 

requires may be written on the heart—the place, Paul explains to the Romans, where the 

conscience is active and people do their thinking. (See Romans 2:15) 

“Trust-obedience” is the kind that results from “knowing” God, in the full meaning of that word. 

It comes from learning the truth about him and his use of law. It is the result of being won back 

to trust him as a Friend, to admire him for his wise and gracious ways. 

This means that the Spirit of Truth has succeeded in writing the law “on our hearts.” Now we 

freely do what the law requires, not because we’ve been ordered to, but because we’re 

convinced in our own minds that what the law requires is right. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or 

Friends? Another Look at God, 103-104. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.} 

http://www.pineknoll.org/graham/sof/chapter8.html 

 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

There we shall know even as also we are known. There the loves and sympathies that God has 

planted in the soul will find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion with holy 

beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all ages, 

the sacred fellowship that binds together “the whole family in heaven and earth”—all are 

among the experiences of the hereafter. {Ed 306.2} 

We are all a part of the great web of humanity, all members of one family.  {FLB 65.2}   

No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the Maker of 

all mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption. Christ 

http://www.pineknoll.org/graham/sof/chapter8.html
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came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every compartment of the temple 

courts, that every soul may have free access to God.  {FLB 65.3}   

He came to show that His gift of mercy and love is as unconfined as the air, the light, or the 

showers of rain that refresh the earth.  {FLB 65.4}   

The plan of redemption is not merely a way of escape from the penalty of transgression, but 

through it the sinner is forgiven his sins, and will be finally received into heaven—not as a 

forgiven culprit pardoned and released from captivity, yet looked upon with suspicion and not 

admitted to friendship and trust; but welcomed as a child, and taken back into fullest 

confidence.  {7BC 950.6} 

But adoption into the family of God makes us children, not slaves. When the love of Christ 

enters the heart we strive to imitate the character of Christ. . . . The more we study the life of 

Christ with a heart to learn, the more Christlike we become. Into the heart of every true doer of 

the Word the Holy Spirit infuses clear understanding. {TMK 118.5} 

Love to man is the earthward manifestation of the love of God. It was to implant this love, to 

make us children of one family, that the King of glory became one with us. And when His 

parting words are fulfilled, “Love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15:12); when we love 

the world as He has loved it, then for us His mission is accomplished. We are fitted for heaven; 

for we have heaven in our hearts.  {AG 54.6} 

The enemy can never take out of the hand of Christ the one who is simply trusting in His 

promises. If the soul is trusting and working obediently, the mind is susceptible to divine 

impressions, and the light of God shines in, enlightening the understanding. What privileges we 

have in Christ Jesus!  {SD 351.4} 

Whatever the position in which God has placed us, whatever our responsibilities or our 

dangers, we should remember that He has pledged Himself to impart needed grace to the 

earnest seeker. Those who feel insufficient for their position, and yet accept it because God 

bids them, relying upon His power and wisdom, will go on from strength to strength. When 

they enter upon their work, they may have almost everything to learn; but with Christ as a 

teacher they will become efficient laborers. God does not intrust His work to the worldly wise; 

for they are too proud to learn. He chooses those who, feeling their deficiencies, seek to be 

guided by unerring wisdom (ST Sept. 7, 1882).  {2BC 1017.2} 

God has given us these precious things as an expression of His love. The Lord is a lover of the 

beautiful, and to please and gratify us He has spread before us the beauties of nature, even as 

an earthly parent seeks to place beautiful things before the children that He loves. The Lord is 

always pleased to see us happy. Sinful as it is with all its imperfections, the Lord has lavished 

upon this earth the useful and the beautiful. The beautiful, tinted flowers tell of His tenderness 

and love. They have a language of their own, reminding us of the Giver.  {UL 327.3} 
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The great plan of mercy from the beginning of time is to have every afflicted soul trust in His 

love. Your safety at the present time, when your mind is tortured with doubt, is not to trust in 

feeling, but in the living God. All He asks of you is to put your trust in Him, acknowledging Him 

as your faithful Saviour, who loves you, and has forgiven you all your mistakes and errors. . . .  

{TDG 313.4} 

God’s work is the same in all time, although there are different degrees of development and 

different manifestations of His power, to meet the wants of men in the different ages. 

Beginning with the first gospel promise, and coming down through the patriarchal and Jewish 

ages, and even to the present time, there has been a gradual unfolding of the purposes of God 

in the plan of redemption. . . . He who proclaimed the law from Sinai, and delivered to Moses 

the precepts of the ritual law, is the same that spoke the sermon on the mount. . . . The Teacher 

is the same in both dispensations. God’s claims are the same. The principles of His government 

are the same.  {AG 130.4}   

Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to God unless he 

has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into possession of this spirit by trying 

to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ, 

love springs forth spontaneously. The completeness of Christian character is attained when the 

impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within—when the sunshine of heaven 

fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance.  {COL 384.2}  

Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made plain 

in the law that God has given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment is, “Thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 

and with all thy mind.” Luke 10:27. To love Him, the infinite, the omniscient One, with the 

whole strength, and mind, and heart, means the highest development of every power. It means 

that in the whole being—the body, the mind, as well as the soul—the image of God is to be 

restored.  {Ed 16.1} 

In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought into accord with 

His law. When this mighty change has taken place in the sinner, he has passed from death unto 

life, from sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and loyalty. The old 

life of alienation from God has ended; the new life of reconciliation, of faith and love, has 

begun. {GC 468.1} 

When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus accepts this 

disposition and effort as man’s best service, and He makes up for the deficiency with His own 

divine merit. {ML 250.6} 

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The 

law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of 
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love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are 

renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of 

God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is 

renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, “I will 

put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the 

law is written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of 

love—is the true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the love of God, that we 

keep His commandments.” “He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is 

a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 5:3; 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is 

faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render 

obedience.  {SC 60.2} 

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely—

because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. 

When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human 

inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of 

a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The 

essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is 

right—because right doing is pleasing to God.  {COL 97.3} 

But when we give ourselves wholly to God and in our work follow His directions, He makes 

Himself responsible for its accomplishment. He would not have us conjecture as to the success 

of our honest endeavors. Not once should we even think of failure. We are to co-operate with 

One who knows no failure.  {COL 363.1} 

If the human agent consents, God can and will so identify His will with all our thoughts and 

aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His Word, that when obeying His will, 

we are only carrying out the impulses of our minds. {UL 187.5} 

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent 

beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires 

from all His creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His 

character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that 

they may render Him voluntary service. {PP 34.3}  

The government of God is not, as Satan would make it appear, founded upon a blind 

submission, an unreasoning control. It appeals to the intellect and the conscience. “Come now, 

and let us reason together” is the Creator’s invitation to the beings He has made. Isaiah 1:18. 

God does not force the will of His creatures. He cannot accept an homage that is not willingly 

and intelligently given. A mere forced submission would prevent all real development of mind 

or character; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not the purpose of the Creator. He 
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desires that man, the crowning work of His creative power, shall reach the highest possible 

development. He sets before us the height of blessing to which He desires to bring us through 

His grace. He invites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His will in us. It remains for 

us to choose whether we will be set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious liberty 

of the sons of God.  {SC 43.4} 

In calling them to His service, God offers them freedom. Obedience to God is liberty from the 

thralldom of sin, deliverance from human passion and impulse.  {TM 247.1} 

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He 

will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into 

conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. 

The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know 

God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience. Through an 

appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion with God, sin will become hateful 

to us.  {DA 668.3}   

But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan rebelled against the 

law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels almost as an awakening to 

something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as servants, but as sons. There is 

perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is to them no drudgery. Love for God 

makes their service a joy. {MB 109.2} 

 


