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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes 
First Quarter 2023: Managing for the Master—Till He Comes 
Lesson 2 “God’s Covenants With Us” 

 

 

Read for this week’s study 

Matthew 10:22; John 6:29; Deuteronomy 28:1–14; Proverbs 3:1–10; Malachi 3:7–11; Matthew 

6:25–33. 

 

Memory Text   

“ ‘Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe 

carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set 

you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and 

overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God’ ” (Deuteronomy 28:1, 2, NKJV). 

 

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide 

I. Introduction 
II. The Salvation Covenant 
III. To Hearken Diligently 
IV. Honor the Lord 
V. The Tithe Contract 
VI. Seek Ye First 
VII. Further Study 

 

Questions and Notes for Consideration 
Facilitator: Jon Paulien 

1. What does the metaphor of “covenant” tell us about God? What implications does 
Deuteronomy 7:7-9 have on this question? Read Matthew 5:45, Genesis 8:22, and 
9:9-16. What type of covenant is implied by these two verses? (Sabbath Afternoon’s 
Lesson) 

2. According to the lesson the “salvation covenant” is an example of a bilateral 
covenant that is conditional upon the responses of the parties named in the 
covenant. Read 1 John 5:13 in light of 1:9 and Matthew 10:22. What do these texts 
say about how people receive the gift of salvation? Read John 6:29. What does Jesus 
mean by the word “believe”? 2 Peter 1:10-11. How does one confirm their calling 
and election? What do those terms mean? Since salvation is an unmerited gift, what 
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is the difference between those who are saved and those who are not? (Sunday’s 
Lesson) 

3. Deuteronomy is the written version of Moses’ farewell speeches to the second 
generation of Israelites after the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Read 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14. Who is it that is called to obey in this passage? What kinds of 
blessings does God promise them? What were the conditions for receiving these 
promises? According to Deuteronomy 28:15-68, what consequences would follow 
for Israel if they did not obey God? (Monday’s Lesson) 

4. Read Proverbs 3:1-10. Notice the connection in these verses between particular 
behaviors and the various outcomes that result. What is the fundamental principle 
behind all these behaviors? To what degree are these outcomes miraculous 
interventions of God? What’s wrong with leaning on your own understanding? What 
place, then, is there in Christian faith for the use of reason? (Tuesday’s Lesson) 

5. Read Malachi 3:7-11. What are the promises and obligations found in these verses? 
What is the meaning of the storehouse in this passage? What would be a 
contemporary equivalent of Israel’s “storehouse”? What purpose can you think of 
for God providing more than a person has room to receive? Share an experience of 
your own that proved for you the principle stated in this passage? (Wednesday’s 
Lesson) 

6. Read Matthew 6:25-33. What do birds and lilies have to do with our own attitude 
toward food and fashion? What is promised in this passage and what are the 
conditions for receiving these promises? What aspects of the following passages 
read like a bilateral covenant (Isaiah 26:3; 1 John 1:9; 2 Chronicles 7:14)? What part 
do these passages imply that God’s followers on earth will play in the cosmic 
conflict? (Thursday’s Lesson) 

7. How can one focus on things like obedience and tithe paying without falling into the 
trap of legalism? (Friday’s Lesson) 

8. How does one keep from getting discouraged when hard times come in spite of the 
fact that we have kept God first in our lives? (Friday’s Lesson) 

 

 

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell 

I will treat them as though they had always been my loyal children. That’s all God has ever 

wanted. But he’s had to add a lot of things, hasn’t he? And that’s Galatians 3. The law was 

added because of transgression, to be our guardian, our custodian, to bring us to Christ, to 

bring us back to the place where we say, “You be our God; and we’ll be your people. We’re 

willing to listen. We trust you.” And God can save and heal all who trust him. If only we could 

understand that we wouldn’t need so many other aids. But God’s a good teacher. If we don’t 

trust him, he’ll lay hands on us; he’ll discipline us; he’ll raise his voice; he’ll give us a thousand 
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rules to protect us in our ignorance and immaturity. But all he wants in the end is that we trust 

him. The whole plan of salvation, the cross, everything, if it does not lead us back to trust him, it 

will do us no good whatsoever. God can only save those who trust him. The only people who 

are safe to save are those whom he can trust, and who will behave as described earlier in 

Jeremiah and all the other prophets. There’s nothing legalistic about that. It isn’t even a legal 

problem. It’s a problem of trust, of honesty, integrity, humility, willingness to listen. And God, 

the Infinite One, has all the power needed to heal the damage done. He’s not so concerned 

with forgiveness as with healing the damage done and restoring us to the condition we were in 

before sin ever came into the universe, when there was no need to mention law. It was written 

on the hearts of the angels. There’s a magnificent description here of what God really wants. 

Are we emphasizing this at this present time? Are we known for this? Well, here’s a way to test 

it. Look at Jeremiah 9:23 in the light of all this. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 

The Picture of God in All 66 – Jeremiah & Lamentations, recorded February 1982, Riverside, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

*Audio links to the West Covina series recorded in 1984: 

http://pkp.cc/35MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/36MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

The purpose of the plan of salvation is to restore that trust, to bring the rebellion to an end, and 

thus to establish at-one-ment once again in the whole universe. All of God’s children are 

unavoidably involved. 

Some seem to find it disappointing, even offensive, to learn that Christ did not die primarily for 

them. But unless God wins this war and reestablishes peace in his family, our salvation is 

meaningless. Who would want to live for eternity in a warring universe? 

Without this larger understanding of a conflict that has involved the universe, it’s hard to 

understand Paul’s explanation that Jesus shed his blood to bring peace, reconciliation, and 

unity to God’s children in heaven as well as on earth. But recognition of the war and its issues 

helps one to take a larger view of the cross and of the plan of salvation and atonement. 

The kind of unity God desires cannot be commanded or produced by force or fear. In the course 

of human history, many tyrants have tried to maintain unity by terror and brutality. But that 

kind of at-one-ment does not last. Look at what has happened in a number of countries just in 

recent years. 

The kind of at-one-ment God desires is described in the New Testament as a unity that is 

“inherent in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God.” (Ephesians 4:13, REB) People 

who love and trust the same Jesus and the same God are naturally attracted to each other. The 

http://pkp.cc/35MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/36MMPOGIA66
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same truth about God that sets them free from tyranny and fear binds them together in the 

firmest kind of unity. Friends of a friendly God enjoy at-one-ment with each other. 

This is where the meaning of the cross is so important. There can be no friendship and at-one-

ment where there is fear. Calvary says there is no need to be afraid of God. When God says, “Be 

my friend,” he’s not saying, “Be my friend or I’ll punish you severely; I’ll even put you to death.” 

You don’t talk that way to friends—especially if you want to keep their friendship. And 

friendship is the whole purpose and meaning of atonement. {Maxwell, Graham. Servants or 

Friends? Another Look at God, 164-165. Redlands, California: Pine Knoll Publications, 1992.} 

http://www.pineknoll.org/graham/sof/chapter12.html 

 

It is most significant to know that the word “salvation” means, essentially, healing. To be saved 

is to be healed. In one very legal understanding of the plan of salvation, to be saved is more to 

be forgiven; almost to have your fire insurance paid up, so you can be admitted. In the trust-

healing model, salvation means healing the damage done. This is made plain in many places in 

Scripture.  

Look at the next two examples on the list, of Luke 18:42, in two different versions. Jesus said to 

the blind man: “Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.” That’s the King James Version. But 

the New International Version, right underneath: “Receive your sight; your faith has healed 

you.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, Conversations About God, #14, “God 

Can Completely Heal the Damage Done” recorded May 1984, Loma Linda, California} To listen 

to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 

http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG 

 

Once again they saw him dying. And he died so quickly! He didn’t die of crucifixion. The soldiers 

were surprised to find he was already dead. They thrust the spear in for confirmation. He was 

dead!  

You don’t die that quickly. That’s why they come and break legs. They didn’t need to break his. 

He was already dead. And the universe watched him go through it twice. Once again he was 

given up by the Father. And he knew he was. What did he cry as he died?  “Why are you 

torturing me to death?” “Why have you given me up?” “Why have You forsaken me?” And he 

died of a broken heart, apparently separated from his Father.  

But he also was tortured. Who tortured him to death? The most devout group of seventh-day 

Sabbath-keeping, tithe-paying, health-reforming, Bible-quoting Adventists the world has ever 

known. They did not know God. Remember Amos, and Hosea, and Micah, and Isaiah, and 

Jeremiah? They all talked about this, obeying God without knowing him can actually turn us 

http://www.pineknoll.org/graham/sof/chapter12.html
http://pkp.cc/14MMCAG
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into his enemies. And it had to be underscored that they were absolutely dedicated to 

obedience. Jesus kept commenting on it. “You tithe mint, anise, and cumin. You strain out gnats 

from your goat’s milk. You search the scriptures,” he kept telling them.  

And then, after they had tortured him to death, what was their next concern? To get home in 

time for sundown worship! For you see, it was the Sabbath, and we are God’s true people! And 

what’s the mark that we are God’s true people? The keeping of the seventh-day Sabbath. But 

they kept it as an arbitrary requirement. And I would warn us, that if we keep the Sabbath just 

because we’re told to, just as a sign, instead of protecting us in the time of trouble, it could 

leave us vulnerable because it says the wrong thing about God. And our very Sabbath-keeping, 

if it’s for the wrong reason, could leave us open to the deceptions of the adversary, and we 

prefer the wrong Christ when he comes. Merely to keep the seventh day does not mean we’ll 

accept Christ when he comes, because the folk who rejected him were the most devout 

Sabbath-keepers you ever saw. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of 

God in all 66 – Luke, recorded April 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire audio of 

the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

That’s all! All they argued about was God and his government, and what he wanted of his 

children. I believe the Great Controversy will end just as it began. The good news is the truth in 

the Great Controversy. The truth is the truth that needed to be known in the Great 

Controversy, and that is the truth about God. The errors, the opposition, they are all about God. 

And all the details are just reflections about this basic position that we take. Are we on God’s 

side, or not, in the Great Controversy? Are we so settled into the truth about God “both 

intellectually and spiritually” that we could not be moved? Could you name anybody in the 

Bible other than the Lord himself, who was so settled into the truth about God, both 

intellectually he could talk about it, and spiritually he would stake his life on it, that he could 

not be moved? Could you name anybody? That’s Job? That’s what the whole book is about. And 

the three theologians came and said, “God is like this.” He said, “He is not. He is like this. I can’t 

make sense out of what is happening to me, but he could slay me and I’d still trust him.” I 

believe Job was fully sealed and settled. If we were as settled as Job was, we’d be ready to pass 

through the time of trouble and the Lord could come.  

But, you see, so often we are trying to settle people on all the other matters. If you settle 

people on the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the state of the dead, tithe, and health, without settling 

them on the truth about God they might keep the Sabbath as Jesus’ enemies did. They might 

pay tithe as his enemies did. They might read the Bible as his enemies did. We could be 

developing in this campaign to win a million Adventists, we could, forbid the thought, we could 

http://pkp.cc/55MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/56MMPOGIA66
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develop a million enemies who faithfully keep the Sabbath, practice health reform, pay tithe, 

and read their Bibles. Now that is a horrible thought. But if we are not clear on the picture of 

God we might do well not to be in such a hurry. Have you read Ellen White’s comment? 

“The Lord is not now working to bring many into the truth, because there are so many 

unconverted in the church.” {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, The Picture of 

God in all 66 – Revelation, recorded August 1982, Riverside, California} To listen to the entire 

audio of the above reference, click on the following direct links: 

http://pkp.cc/79MMPOGIA66 (Part 1)  http://pkp.cc/80MMPOGIA66 (Part 2) 

 

 

Now when we read this passage about the war in heaven, it’s good to reflect that before there 

was war, there was peace. And there was peace throughout the whole universe. There was 

peace because all the members of God’s vast family trusted each other. And all of them trusted 

their heavenly Father. And He in turn could safely trust in them. Where there is such mutual 

trust and trustworthiness, there is perfect freedom, perfect peace, perfect security. And that’s 

the way it’s going to be in the hereafter. You notice the Bible never talks about prisons in the 

Promised Land. There will be no police on every corner. And our wives and daughters will safely 

walk the streets alone at any hour. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 

Conversations About God, #1, “The Conflict in God’s Family” recorded January 1984, Loma 

Linda, California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following 

direct link: http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG 

 

It certainly helps to understand “salvation by faith” and “righteousness by faith,” to understand 

faith as trust in this way. We’re not saved by faith; that is, faith does not save us. God saves us. 

But God can only save those who trust Him. Like a physician, God stands ready to heal all the 

damage done. But He cannot force us to be well. If we don’t trust Him enough to listen, and to 

cooperate, and let Him heal the damage done, there’s no way He can heal us. Physicians cannot 

heal rebellious patients who stay away because they think the doctor is a quack. Only if there is 

trust there—mutual trust—can healing really take place. 

But now, doesn’t it seem too little that God would only ask for trust? Isn’t it also necessary to 

know Him? And to love Him? And to obey Him? Not to mention the need to repent. And to be 

reborn. And to be converted. And to be justified. And to be sanctified. And even to be perfect. 

And the list gets so long that it’s no wonder that it discourages many people from really 

wanting to have a right relationship with our God. But don’t be scared by that list. Taken in the 

larger view of what went wrong, and what needs to be set right, every one of those items I 

have mentioned is an integral part of a single, wonderful, reassuring, transforming experience 

http://pkp.cc/79MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/80MMPOGIA66
http://pkp.cc/1MMCAG
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that is made available to us all. And it was never supposed to be so complicated, or to be 

divided into so many different parts. {Graham Maxwell. Excerpt from the audio series, 

Conversations About God, #3, “All God Asks Is Trust” recorded January 1984, Loma Linda, 

California} To listen to the entire audio of the above reference, click on the following direct link: 

http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG 

 

 

Further Study with Ellen White 

The Redeemer of the world clothed His divinity with humanity, that He might reach humanity; 

for it took the divine and the human to bring into the world the salvation that was needed by 

fallen man. Divinity needed humanity that humanity might afford a channel of communication 

between God and man. Man needs a power out of and above himself to restore him to the 

likeness of God; but because he needs divine aid, it does not make human activity unessential. 

Faith on the part of man is required; for faith works by love and purifies the soul. Faith lays hold 

upon the virtue of Christ. The Lord does not design that human power should be paralyzed; but 

by cooperating with God, the power of man may be efficient for good. God does not design that 

our will should be destroyed; for it is through this very attribute that we are to accomplish the 

work He would have us to do both at home and abroad. {1SM 375.2} 

Christ has promised that if we yoke up with Him we shall find peace and comfort and hope, and 

we [shall] know by experience [that] His words are true. He wants everyone to be saved.         

{UL 307.5} 

The Bible with its precious gems of truth was not written for the scholar alone. On the contrary, 

it was designed for the common people; and the interpretation given by the common people, 

when aided by the Holy Spirit, accords best with the truth as it is in Jesus. The great truths 

necessary for salvation are made clear as the noonday, and none will mistake and lose their 

way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.   

{5T 331.2} 

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God 

labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to cooperate with Him, putting forth persevering 

efforts in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the 

plan of addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to 

hear and answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His 

faithful ones. Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils 

that beset them.  {RC 315.2} 

Many hold faith as an opinion. But saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive 

Christ join themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means 

http://pkp.cc/3MMCAG
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an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power.          

{GW 261.1} 

Genuine faith will be manifested in good works; for good works are the fruits of faith. As God 

works in the heart, and man surrenders his will to God, and cooperates with God, he works out 

in the life what God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there is harmony between the purpose of 

the heart and the practice of the life. {1SM 397.1}  

There is a belief that is not a saving faith. The Word declares that the devils believe and 

tremble. The so-called faith that does not work by love and purify the soul will not justify any 

man. . . . Abraham believed God. How do we know that he believed? His works testified to the 

character of his faith, and his faith was accounted to him for righteousness.  {7BC 936.4}   

All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new endowment 

of physical and mental power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. 

Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth 

its highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace of God enlarges and multiplies their 

faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in the work of 

saving souls. Through co-operation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human 

weakness they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence.  {DA 827.3} 

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A 

change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, 

bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes 

His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be 

known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable 

to the assaults of Satan.  {SD 23.2}   

In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, 

by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the 

word is receiving the very life and character of God.  {COL 38.1} 

His word is pledged. The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed, but His kindness 

shall not depart from His people, neither shall the covenant of His peace be removed. His voice 

is heard, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). “With everlasting 

kindness will I have mercy on thee” (Isaiah 54:8). How amazing is this love, that God 

condescends to remove all cause for doubt and questioning from human fears and weakness 

and takes hold of the trembling hand reached up to Him in faith; and He helps us to trust Him 

by multiplied assurances and securities. He has made us a binding agreement upon condition of 

our obedience, and He comes to meet us in our own understanding of things. We think that a 

pledge or promise from our fellow men, if recorded, still needs a guarantee. Jesus has met all 

these peculiar fears, and He has confirmed His promise with an oath: “Wherein God, willing 
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more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed 

it by an oath: . . .” What more could our Lord do to strengthen our faith in His promises?      

{TMK 262.4} 

Those who surrender their lives to His guidance and to His service will never be placed in a 

position for which He has not made provision. Whatever our situation, if we are doers of His 

word, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexity, we have a sure Counselor; 

whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend.  {MH 248.2} 

The Saviour ignores both rank and caste, worldly honor and riches. It is character and 

devotedness of purpose that are of high value with Him. He does not take sides with the strong 

and worldly favored. He, the Son of the living God, stoops to uplift the fallen. By pledges and 

words of assurance He seeks to win to Himself the lost, perishing soul. {6T 268.1}  

Promises are estimated by the truth of the one who makes them. Many men make promises 

only to break them, to mock the heart that trusted in them. Those who lean upon such men 

lean upon broken reeds. But God is behind the promises He makes. He is ever mindful of His 

covenant, and His truth endureth to all generations (MS 23, 1899).  {7BC 942.12} 

As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong are cut away 

from the character, and we are made a living power for good. Ever learning of the divine 

Teacher, daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate with God in overcoming Satan’s 

temptations. God works, and man works, that man may be one with Christ as Christ is one with 

God. Then we sit together with Christ in heavenly places. The mind rests with peace and 

assurance in Jesus. . . . In Him there is inexhaustible fullness. . . .  {AG 235.5}   

God has given us every facility, every grace. He has provided the riches of heaven’s treasure, 

and it is our privilege to draw continually from this capital.  {AG 235.6} 

Our will is not to be forced into co-operation with divine agencies, but it must be voluntarily 

submitted. Were it possible to force upon you with a hundredfold greater intensity the 

influence of the Spirit of God, it would not make you a Christian, a fit subject for heaven.       

{MB 142.1}   

The Holy Spirit will not compel men to take a certain course of action. We are free moral 

agents; and when sufficient evidence has been given us as to our duty it is left with us to decide 

our course.  {RH, July 17, 1888 par. 4}  

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that 

can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly 

present allurements to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. 

Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose 

another master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, 
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and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. 

In constantly beholding Him, we “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 

by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18.  {SC 72.1} 

Through the ministry of the angels the Holy Spirit is enabled to work upon the mind and heart 

of the human agent and draw him to Christ. . . . But the Spirit of God does not interfere with the 

freedom of the human agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, so that man may cooperate 

with the Divine, and it is given to Him to draw the soul but never to force obedience.           

{TMK 57.2} 

God had power to hold Adam back from touching the forbidden fruit; but had He done this, 

Satan would have been sustained in his charge against God’s arbitrary rule. Man would not 

have been a free moral agent, but a mere machine (RH June 4, 1901).  {1BC 1084.2} 

Today the truths of Scripture are to be brought before the great men of the world in order that 

they may choose between obedience to God’s law and allegiance to the prince of evil. God sets 

everlasting truth before them—truth that will make them wise unto salvation, but He does not 

force them to accept it. If they turn from it, He leaves them to themselves, to be filled with the 

fruit of their own doings.  {AA 241.2} 

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and 

solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of 

holy beings, all waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication 

with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present. Through the agency of 

His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the children of men.  {MH 417.2} 

Above the distractions of the earth He sits enthroned; all things are open to His divine survey; 

and from His great and calm eternity He orders that which His providence sees best. {MH 417.3} 

God is ever seeking to instruct finite men that they may exercise faith in Him and trust 

themselves wholly in His hands. Every drop of rain or flake of snow, every spire of grass, every 

leaf and flower and shrub, testifies of God. These little things so common around us, teach the 

lesson that nothing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing too small for His attention 

(GCB Feb. 18, 1897).  {3BC 1141.3} 

The Christian always has a strong helper in the Lord. The way of the Lord’s helping we may not 

know; but this we do know: He will never fail those who put their trust in Him. {PK 576.1} 

The Lord will not disappoint any who put their trust in Him. He will be first and last and best in 

everything to us. He will be a present help in every time of need. In these last days of service we 

shall ... be held, and led, and protected, by the power of Christ.  {RY 112.1} 

God never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient evidence upon which to base our faith. 

His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His word, are all established by testimony that 
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appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never removed the 

possibility of doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. Those who wish to 

doubt will have opportunity; while those who really desire to know the truth will find plenty of 

evidence on which to rest their faith.  {SC 105.2} 

Christ is our only hope. We may look to Him, for He is our Saviour. We may take Him at His 

word, and make Him our dependence. He knows just the help we need, and we can safely put 

our trust in Him. If we depend on merely human wisdom to guide us, we shall find ourselves on 

the losing side. But we may come direct to the Lord Jesus, for He has said: “Come unto Me, all 

ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of 

Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” {TM 486.3} 

If you ask the help of God, you will not ask in vain. The Lord is at work in many ways to win your 

hearty confidence. In nothing does He take more delight than to have you unburden, come to 

Him for light and strength, and He has promised that you shall find rest to your soul. If you will 

find heart and voice to pray, He will be sure to hear, and an arm will be reached down to save 

you. There is a God that hears prayer, and when all other resources fail, He is your refuge, a 

very present help in time of trouble. . . .  {TDG 184.4} 

The character of God as revealed by Christ invites our faith and love, for we have a Father 

whose mercy and compassion fail not. At every step of our journey heavenward He will be with 

us to guide in every perplexity, to give us help in every temptation.  {HP 16.4} 

The Lord will recognize every effort you make to reach His ideal for you. When you make 

failures, when you are betrayed into sin, do not feel that you cannot pray, that you are not 

worthy to come before the Lord. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin 

not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” With 

outstretched arms He waits to welcome the prodigal. Go to Him, and tell Him about your 

mistakes and failures. Ask Him to strengthen you for fresh endeavor. He will never disappoint 

you, never abuse your confidence.  {LHU 299.5} 

All who choose Christ’s kingdom of love and righteousness and peace, making its interest 

paramount to all other, are linked to the world above, and every blessing needed for this life is 

theirs. In the book of God’s providence, the volume of life, we are each given a page. That page 

contains every particular of our history; even the hairs of the head are numbered. God’s 

children are never absent from His mind.  {DA 313.3} 

God has a care for us, even to bestow His temporal blessings upon us.  Our earthly good is not 

beneath the notice of our heavenly Father.  He knoweth that we have need of these things. . . .  

{OHC 196.4} 

If we surrender our lives to His service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has 

not made provision. Whatever may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; 
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whatever our perplexities, we have a sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or 

loneliness, we have a sympathizing Friend. If in our ignorance we make missteps, Christ does 

not leave us. His voice, clear and distinct, is heard saying, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life.” John 14:6. “He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no 

helper.” Psalm 72:12.  {COL 173.1} 

Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We 

pour out our heart’s desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as we walk by the way, and our 

words reach the throne of the Monarch of the universe. They may be inaudible to any human 

ear, but they cannot die away into silence, nor can they be lost through the activities of 

business that are going on. Nothing can drown the soul’s desire. It rises above the din of the 

street, above the confusion of the multitude, to the heavenly courts. It is God to whom we are 

speaking, and our prayer is heard.  {COL 174.1} 

As through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven begins here. We respond to His invitation, Come, 

learn of Me, and in thus coming we begin the life eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to 

God through Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of glory 

will be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the more intense will be our happiness. As 

we walk with Jesus in this life, we may be filled with His love, satisfied with His presence. All 

that human nature can bear, we may receive here. {DA 331.3} 

Jesus does not call on us to follow Him, and then forsake us. If we surrender our lives to His 

service, we can never be placed in a position for which God has not made provision. Whatever 

may be our situation, we have a Guide to direct our way; whatever our perplexities, we have a 

sure Counselor; whatever our sorrow, bereavement, or loneliness, we have a sympathizing 

Friend. If in our ignorance we make missteps, Christ does not leave us. His voice, clear and 

distinct, is heard, saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” [John 14:6.] “He shall deliver 

the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.” [Psalm 72:12.]           

{GW 263.1} 

 


